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TO: Members, Board of Trustees 

FROM:  Sarah L. Cohen, Attorney, Office of the Secretariat 

SUBJECT: Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation - Approval of Extension of Terms 
of Third Year Commissioners and Officers 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The final meeting of the 2019 Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation (JNE) was scheduled 
to occur on April 24-25, 2020. In consultation with the Governor’s Judicial Appointments Unit, 
that meeting was postponed in light of the restrictions on travel and large group gatherings 
arising out of COVID-19. JNE commissioners serve three consecutive one-year terms. JNE 
officers, the Chair and the Vice-Chair, serve one-year terms. By action taken by the Board at is 
July 2019 meeting, the current third year commissioners and the current officers will term out 
this month. Given the postponement of the April meeting, it is therefore requested that the 
Board of Trustees extend the terms of the third year commissioners and current officers so they 
can complete their service at the conclusion of the next meeting of the JNE Commission. 

BACKGROUND 

The JNE Commission is a statutorily-created body within the State Bar of California, which 
serves and reports directly to the Governor’s Judicial Appointments Office. (Gov. Code § 
12011.5.) The JNE Commission is tasked with the responsibility for confidentially evaluating the 
qualifications of candidates for judicial office in California. The JNE Commission operates on a 
“90-day cycle.” (Gov. Code § 12011.5(c).) Pursuant to a schedule mutually agreed to between 
the Governor’s Judicial Appointments Office and the JNE Commission, the JNE Commission 
receives six Assignment Letters per year. The Assignment Letter contains the names of the 
judicial candidates being considered by the Governor for appointment. The number of 
candidates on each Assignment letter ranges from 25 to 40. By statute, the JNE Commission has 
90 days within which to report to the Governor on the candidates’ qualifications to serve.  
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The first JNE Commission meeting of the committee year occurs in June and the last meeting 
occurs the following April. The last April meeting serves as the “shadow” meeting for the 
incoming first-year commissioners sworn in at their orientation meeting in January.  

Each commission typically serves three consecutive one-year terms, except the Chair who 
serves a total of four years, the third year as Vice-Chair and the fourth year as Chair. The 
officers of the JNE Commission are the Chair and the Vice-Chair. Each year, the third-year 
commissioners and the officers term off at the April meeting. 

DISCUSSION 

The final meeting of the 2019 JNE Commission was set to occur on April 24-25, 2020. This 
meeting was timed to evaluate the judicial candidates included on the January 2020 
Assignment Letter within the 90-day cycle. 

In consultation with the Governor’s Judicial Appointments Office, the April 24-25 meeting to 
evaluate the candidates on the January 2020 Assignment Letter was moved to June 12-13, 
2020, a time block originally calendared for the first meeting of the 2020 JNE Commission. 
Given that the June meeting time block is beyond the 90-day period for reporting on the 
candidates from the January 2020 Assignment Letter, the Governor included as part of 
Executive Order N-35-20 a provision extending the 90-day deadline by 60 days. 

This agenda item requests that the terms of the third year commissioners and officers, 
currently set to expire at the conclusion of the now-postponed April meeting, be extended until 
such time as the final meeting of the 2019 JNE Commission to evaluate the candidates on the 
January 2020 Assignment Letter can occur. Although the April meeting was moved to the June 
meeting block, it was done so tentatively, with the understanding that it could be moved again 
depending on developments surrounding the spread of COVID-19 and the government’s 
response. JNE Commission leadership and staff have been in regular communication to assess 
the situation. For this reason, the proposed resolution is worded broadly enough to avoid 
returning to the Board for approval of another extension in the event the meeting is moved 
again. 

With approval of the proposed resolution, the officer and member terms for the following 
commissioners will be extended: 

Officers 

 Chair Diane Bellas
 Vice-Chair Aminder Singh

Members 

 Albracht, Kathryn
 Block, Randall G.
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 Crosby, James D.
 D’Orazio, Elizabeth

 Hastings, James G.
 Ibarra, Crisostomo G.
 Lempel, Barbara M.
 Okcu, Niki B.
 Onyeagbako, Maureen C.
 Pritt, Maxwell V.
 Quinn, Linda B.
 Stewart, Virginia E.

FISCAL/PERSONNEL IMPACT 

None 

AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF THE STATE BAR 

 None 

AMENDMENTS TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES POLICY MANUAL 

None 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS & OBJECTIVES 

Goal: None - core business operations 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Should the Board of Trustees concur in the proposed action, passage of the following 
resolution is recommended:  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves extension of the terms of the third year 
commissioners on the Commission of Judicial Nominees Evaluation (JNE) until such time 
as the final meeting of the 2019 JNE Commission can be held; and it is 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves extension of the Chair and 
Vice-Chair of the JNE Commission until such time as the final meeting of the 2019 JNE 
Commission can be held.  

ATTACHMENT(S) LIST 

A. Executive Order N-35-20 
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