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Rule 2.4 Lawyer as Third-Party Neutral
(Commission’s Proposed Rule Adopted on November 13 — 14, 2015 — Clean Version)

(@) A lawyer serves as a third-party neutral when the lawyer assists two or more
persons® who are not clients of the lawyer to reach a resolution of a dispute, or
other matter, that has arisen between them. Service as a third-party neutral may
include service as an arbitrator, a mediator or in such other capacity as will
enable the lawyer to assist the parties to resolve the matter.

(b) A lawyer serving as a third-party neutral shall inform unrepresented parties that
the lawyer is not representing them. When the lawyer knows* or reasonably
should know* that a party does not understand the lawyer’s role in the matter, the
lawyer shall explain the difference between the lawyer’s role as a third-party
neutral and a lawyer’s role as one who represents a client.

Comment

[1] In serving as a third-party neutral, the lawyer may be subject to court rules or
other law that apply either to third-party neutrals generally or to lawyers serving as third-
party neutrals. Lawyer neutrals may also be subject to various codes of ethics, such as
the Judicial Council Standards for Mediators in Court Connected Mediation Programs or
the Judicial Council Ethics Standards for Neutral Arbitrators in Contractual Arbitration.

[2] A lawyer who serves as a third-party neutral subsequently may be asked to serve
as a lawyer representing a client in the same matter. The conflicts of interest that arise
for both the individual lawyer and the lawyer’s law firm* are addressed in Rule 1.12.

[3] This Rule is not intended to apply to temporary judges, referees or court-
appointed arbitrators. See Rule 2.4.1.
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