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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The activities of the State Bar, in large part, are governed by the Bar’s mission, as well as the
strategic plan, which acts as a roadmap for carrying out the Bar’s mission. Those important
governing principles should also govern the Bar’s legislative program. This agenda item seeks
the Board of Trustees’ confirmation of the purpose of the Bar’s legislative program, and the
guiding principles for legislation sponsored by the Bar, and legislation on which the Bar may
choose to take a position.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, the focus of the State Bar in the legislative arena has largely been in relation to
the annual fee bill. This is especially true with regard to the Bar’s regulatory and disciplinary
functions. As such, the Bar has not recently adopted criteria or guidelines identifying the types
of legislation on which it might be appropriate for the Bar to weigh in — whether in the form of
Bar-initiated legislation or taking positions on pending legislation.

DISCUSSION

The State Bar’s legislative program should be driven by the mission of the State Bar. The State
Bar’s mission statement defines at a high level the key focus of the Bar. The mission of the
State Bar of California is to protect the public and includes the primary functions of licensing,
regulation and discipline of attorneys; the advancement of the ethical and competent practice of
law; and support of efforts for greater access to, and inclusion in, the legal system. The strategic
plan is the roadmap for carrying out that mission.



Establishing guiding principles for the operation of the Bar’s legislative program will help ensure
that the Bar remains focused on its mission, and will also help the pubic understand the types of
legislation on which the Bar may take positions, and the types of legislation which may be
outside the scope of the State Bar’s legislative program.

Attachment A proposes a statement of the purpose of the Bar’s legislative program, as well as
guiding principles, and includes the following:

The purpose of the legislative program is to monitor legislative activity and
represent and advocate for the State Bar on legislative, policy and budget
matters before the Legislature and Governor. The State Bar seeks to ensure that
laws are in place that enhance the ethical and competent practice of law, the
ability to effectively license and regulate lawyers, and provide fair, just, and
appropriate discipline of attorneys. The State Bar seeks to ensure that laws
enhance access to the profession and the justice system. The State Bar seeks to
promote laws that identify effective new tools for, or eliminate unnecessary
obstacles to, the carrying out of the Bar’s public protection mission. The State
Bar generally takes no position on bills involving substantive law. However, it
may take a position on an apparent issue of substantive law if issues of
procedure and substance are so inextricably intertwined that they directly affect
the Bar’s core mission.

The document also enumerates the strategic plan goals and states that the legislative program
seeks to advance those goals.

In running the legislative program, staff will rely on these guidelines in developing
recommendations for Board approval for sponsorship of, and positions on, legislation, and for
communications with the Legislature.

Changes will need to be made to the Board Book to align Tab 3.5 with these guidelines, strike
references to the sections, and update procedures to ensure Board of Trustees leadership on
the Bar’s legislative agenda. In the meantime, to avoid any conflict, the
FISCAL/PERSONNEL IMPACT

The adoption of this statement of purpose and guiding principles in and of itself has no fiscal
impact. As part of future agenda items seeking Board adoption of a legislative proposal or a
position on pending legislation, staff will include, to the best of our ability, an analysis of fiscal
and personnel impact for the Board’s consideration.

RULE AMENDMENTS
None
BOARD BOOK IMPACT

Eliminate Section 3, Legal and Legislative Policies and Procedures, Tab 3.5.



STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Goal: 1. Successfully transition to the “new State Bar"— an agency focused on public
protection, regulating the legal profession, and promoting access to justice.

Goal: 2. Ensure a timely, fair, and appropriately resourced admissions, discipline, and
regulatory system for the more than 250,000 lawyers licensed in California.

Goal: 3. Improve the fiscal and operational management of the State Bar, emphasizing
integrity, transparency, accountability, and excellence.

Goal: 4. Support access to justice for all California residents and improvements to the state’s
justice system.

Goal: 5. Proactively inform and educate all stakeholders, but particularly the public, about the
State Bar’s responsibilities, initiatives, and resources.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees approve the
following resolution:

RESOLVED, that the Legislative Program Purpose and Guiding Principles document,
set forth as Attachment A, is adopted and shall be used as a guide to assist in
determining appropriate legislation to pursue and on which to take formal positions; and
it is

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Tab 3.5 of Section 3 of the Board Book be eliminated
pending revision to more properly align with the legislative guiding principles document,
and Bar and Board of Trustee policies and procedures.

ATTACHMENT(S) LIST

A. State Bar Legislative Program: Purpose and Guiding Principles
B. Board Book Section 3, Tab 3.5



Attachment A

State Bar Legislative Program: Purpose and Guiding Principles

The State Bar’s legislative program is guided by the mission of the State Bar. As set forth in the
Strategic Plan for 2017-2022, the State Bar of California’s mission is to protect the public

and includes the primary functions of licensing, regulation and discipline of attorneys; the
advancement of the ethical and competent practice of law; and support of efforts for greater
access to, and inclusion in, the legal system.

Guiding Principles:

The purpose of the legislative program is to monitor legislative activity and represent and
advocate for the State Bar on legislative, policy and budget matters before the Legislature and
Governor. The State Bar seeks to ensure that laws are in place that enhance the ethical and
competent practice of law, the ability to effectively license and regulate lawyers, and provide
fair, just, and appropriate discipline of attorneys. The State Bar seeks to ensure that laws enhance
access to the profession and the justice system. The State Bar seeks to promote laws that identify
effective new tools for, or eliminate unnecessary obstacles to, the carrying out of the Bar’s public
protection mission.

The State Bar’s legislative program seeks to advance the following the five goals of the Bar’s
Strategic Plan:

Goal 1: Successfully transition to the “new State Bar” — an agency focused on public protection,
regulating the legal profession, and promoting access to justice.

Goal 2: Ensure a timely, fair, and appropriately resourced admissions, discipline, and regulatory
system for the more than 250,000 lawyers licensed in California.

Goal 3: Improve the fiscal and operational management of the State Bar, emphasizing integrity,
transparency, accountability, and excellence.

Goal 4: Support access to justice for all California residents and improvements to the state’s
justice system.

Goal 5: Proactively inform and educate all stakeholders, but particularly the public, about the
State Bar’s responsibilities, initiatives, and resources.



Attachment B

SECTION 3
LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Adopted May 13, 2016
TAB 3.1 Conflicts of Interest
TAB 3.2 Claims Against the State Bar

TAB 3.3 Collection Policy for Court-Ordered Discipline Costs and CSF
Obligations

TAB 3.4 Amicus Curiae Participation
TAB 3.5 Leaislative Polici | P I
TAB 3.6 Public Comment

TAB 3.7 Public Communications
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