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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Pacific Coast University School of Law requests a Major Change from the Committee of Bar 
Examiners (Committee) to change its registered, unaccredited category from fixed-facility 
learning to distance learning effective August 2023 as set forth in its application and addendum. 
(Attachments A, B). Until then, this fixed-facility law school seeks to extend its waiver to teach 
classes online by one year through August 2023.  

BACKGROUND 

Pacific Coast University School of Law is an unaccredited, fixed-facility law school located in 
Long Beach, California. The law school completed its transition from accredited law school to 
unaccredited law school in September 2020. It also transitioned its schedule to a semester 
system starting in fall 2021. Today the law school seeks to make another change to its mode of 
delivery and the teach classes in three 15-week semesters. 

According to its 2021 Annual Report, the law school enrolls 56 students in its JD program. The 
law school’s most recent pass rates on the First-Year Law Students’ Examination were 25 
percent in June 2021, and zero percent in October 2021. Its most recent cumulative five-year 
bar pass rate according to its 2021 disclosure pursuant to California Business and Professions 
Code 6061.7(a) is 32.7 percent. 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 
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Under rule for unaccredited law schools 4.246 “[a] registered law school contemplating a major 
change must notify the Committee and obtain its prior approval before making the change. The 
notice must explain in detail any effect the change might have on the law school’s compliance 
with.” This includes a change of category from fixed-facility to distance, regarding the method 
used to teach the JD curriculum. A law school may only change its category on application to 
and approval by the Committee pursuant to unaccredited law school rule 4.245, as further 
described in guideline for unaccredited law schools 1.3. 

Here, the law school seeks to permanently change its category from unaccredited fixed-facility 
to unaccredited distance effective June 2023. During the pandemic, the law school has already 
been teaching its courses online via Zoom, the platform it plans to use after its permanent 
change. 

In the meantime, in addition to the major change request, the law school also seeks to extend 
its waiver to continue to teach classes online due to pandemic circumstances.  

Under Rule 4.208, “[a] law school may request that the Committee waive any rule or guideline 
[though] . . . a waiver is temporary.” 

The law school has filed a waiver renewal request set forth in Attachment B seeking to teach 
classes synchronously online and remotely through August 2023. 

DISCUSSION 

Pacific Coast University School of Law requests permission for a major change to permanently 
change its category to distance category. When the law school initially filed its request on 
March 7, 2022, it hoped to place it on the Committee’s April agenda and begin the program in 
July 2022. The law school has been advised in the past that late filings will always be 
accommodated when possible, and the law school has been so accommodated on several 
occasions, but that was not possible here based on the Committee’s schedule. The law school 
indicated it had been contemplating this change for over a year, and it is encouraged to begin 
the conversation with the State Bar as soon as possible in the future. Here, the law school 
decided to delay the proposed effective date of its request to August 2023. 

As a distance learning law school, the law school will be required to create a JD curriculum 
requiring the following under guideline 5.3: 

(1) Satisfactory completion of a course of study requiring a minimum of 864
hours preparation and study a year for four (4) years. The year of preparation
and study must occur in not less than forty-eight (48) of more than fifty-two
(52) consecutive weeks.

In order to exceed the minimum requirement, the law school will create a new schedule 
consisting of three semesters comprising a total of 873 hours of total study per year for each of 
four years.  
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Each year will be divided into three 15-week semesters: August-November; November-March; 
and March-June. Students could begin a course of study in August or March. This schedule is 
compliant, but it is more rigid than other choices available, as it only offers the law students the 
opportunity to earn a full-year of credit at a time, rather than a half-year. This may pose 
limitations for students who fail a class or need to take a leave, requiring them to repeat a full 
year.  This should be clearly disclosed to prospective and current students and reinforced with 
frequent student counseling. 

The law school’s curriculum will include 135 interactive hours, as required. 

The curriculum will be redesigned with its current 3.5 unit courses replaced by a series of three-
unit courses in the same configuration.  The law school indicated that it feels it can compress 
the material currently taught in 3.5 hours into three hours without loss of quality, and with an 
increase in efficiency.  

The curriculum will be delivered via Zoom, as it has been during the pandemic. 

Students will meet the requirement to take at least six units of practical skills training by 
continuing to take the same series of three practical skills training classes currently offered: 
Civil Procedure Practicum; Pleading and Practice; and Trial Techniques. These courses will all be 
reduced in credit value from 3.5 credits to three credits, just as the other courses will be. 

Each law student’s study will be tracked weekly to ensure compliance or address issues 
promptly as they arise. Professors will take attendance at synchronous classes while students 
will self-report study hours, turn in certain assignments, and provide a study log. The law school 
will proactively advise students if they are in danger of failing to meet the required hours for a 
particular class or semester. 

The law school will ensure exam security by using a commercial proctoring software. 

It will continue to provide staff training, technical support, and all administrative services 
online, as it has done successfully during the pandemic. 

The law school’s library will use a standard commercial research service and make all texts 
available as well. 

The law school would formally announce the transition to students upon approval by the 
Committee. Students are already attending classes online, so the modality will not change. 

Because the law school will be building out courses after approval, it may be appropriate to 
verify completion of these steps prior to the launch of the distance program, as well as to 
challenge the law school to describe the methods and metrics it will use to establish the 
effectiveness of the new courses. 
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The law school is scheduled to be inspected later this year, which will allow the Committee a 
timely opportunity to the law school’s progress in its transition. 

Until then, the law school seeks renewal of its temporary waiver to teach fixed-facility classes 
online through August 2023 based on student and staff fears, concerns and medical issues that 
limit their preferences and abilities during the pandemic.  The law school provided many 
reasons why this could be the best choice for its students under these circumstances.  Further, 
the law school has already made the requisite showing that granting the waiver will not 
otherwise affect the law school’s compliance, since the law school has already taught online 
successfully for over one year. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee of Bar Examiners receives and files Pacific Coast 
University School of Law’s Request for Major Change to transition from the fixed-facility 
learning category to the distance learning category and waiver to teach fixed-facility classes 
online, still as a registered, unaccredited law school and provisionally grants the request subject 
to the condition that the law school provides evidence to the State Bar of completion of the key 
elements described in its proposal as part of its 2022 Annual Periodic Compliance report in 
November 2022. The law school indicates in its application that four months are needed to 
prepare to launch the program, so a timeline of five months is proposed here.  

The materials to be submitted to the Committee along with the law school’s annual report 
would be: 1) the curriculum and credit content; 2) class syllabi for the distance category 
program, comparing the 3.5 credit current versions to the 3 credit new versions; 3) a copy of 
the policy that establishes procedures for verifying each student’s preparation and study; and 
4) the law school’s methods and metrics it will use to monitor and adjust the effectiveness of
the new courses; and 5) sample transcripts submitted to staff for evaluation.

The transcript submission is particularly important for this school, given that has undergone a 
range of changes in law school type, law school category, quarter schedule and semester 
schedule. 

It is also recommended that the Committee grant the law school’s request extend its waiver to 
allow it to teach classes online through August 31, 2023 while still in the fixed-facility category. 

PROPOSED MOTION 

Should the Committee of Bar Examiners agree with the staff recommendation, the following 
motion should be made: 

MOVE, that the Committee of Bar Examiners receive and file Pacific Coast University 
College of Law’s Request for Major Change to transition to the distance learning 
category of teaching as a registered, unaccredited law school, and provisionally grant 
the request with a program launch timing of August 2023, subject to the following 
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conditions. By November 15, 2022 the law school must submit: 1) the curriculum and 
credit content for the distance program; 2) class syllabi for the distance category 
program, comparing the 3.5 credit current versions to the 3 credit new versions; 3) a 
copy of the policy that establishes procedures for verifying each student’s preparation 
and study; and 4) the law school’s methods and metrics it will use to monitor and adjust 
the effectiveness of the new courses; and 5) sample transcripts submitted to staff for 
evaluation. 

FURTHER MOVE, that the Committee receives and files the law school’s request to 
extend its waiver to teach classes online through August 31, 2023 while still in the fixed-
facility category.  

ATTACHMENTS LIST 

A. Pacific Coast University College of Law’s Request for Major Change Category from Fixed-
Facility to Distance, March 7, 2022

B. Pacific Coast University College of Law’s Addendum to the Proposal and Request for
Waiver Extension to Teach Classes Online, June 2, 2022
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW 
1650 Ximeno Avenue 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90804 

(562) 961- 8200

www.pculaw.org 

Application of Pacific Coast University School of Law 

for Approval of Major Change in the Form of  

Changing Its Category to that of a  

Registered Distance-Learning Law School 

Pursuant to Rule 4.245 of the Unaccredited Law School Rules and Guideline 1.5 of the 

Guidelines for Unaccredited Law School Rules, Pacific Coast University School of Law 

(hereinafter referred to as “PCU”) hereby applies to the California State Bar Committee of Bar 

Examiners for approval of a Major Change in the form of changing its category from that of a 

registered unaccredited fixed-facility law school to that of a registered unaccredited distance-

learning law school.1 

As is demonstrated more fully below, PCU’s proposed distance-learning curriculum will 

comply with each of the following guidelines:  

A. Guideline 5.3 - Minimum Requirements for Award of Juris Doctor (J.D.) Degree

Guideline 5.3(C) of the Guidelines for Unaccredited Law School Rules provides that a registered 

distance-learning law school may issue a J.D. degree to a student who has met the following 

requirements:  

“(1) Satisfactory completion of a course of study requiring a minimum of 864 hours preparation 

and study a year for four (4) years. The year of preparation and study must occur in not less than 

forty-eight (48) or more than fifty-two (52) consecutive weeks. To receive credit for one-half 

year, a student must have 432 hours of preparation and study in not less than twenty-four (24) or 

more than twenty-six (26) consecutive weeks. Reasonable final examination time may be 

included in the hourly requirement (having the number of hours for the examination equal to the 

number of credits assigned to the course is prima facie reasonable). Students must participate in 

eighty (80) percent of the regularly scheduled interactive classes in each course. Regular and 

punctual participation in interactive classes is required. The law school must have a written 

1 In an effort to streamline and simplify the approval process as to this application and to maximize the 
likelihood of its prompt approval, PCU has, in large part, adopted (and, where appropriate, adapted) the 
“Major Change Request of Irvine University College of Law,” which was provisionally granted by the 
Committee of Bar Examiners at its meeting held on December 3, 2021, as a “template of compliance.”  
Accordingly, the verbiage of this application intentionally hews as closely as practicable to the Irvine 
University College of Law application granted on December 3, 2021. 

Attachment 1 

http://www.pculaw.org/
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policy that establishes procedures for verifying student participation and study. The policy may 

also include requirements regarding the degree and quality of preparation and study. The law 

school must keep accurate records of students' time spent in study and preparation;  

“(2) Obtaining a cumulative grade point average set by the law school that provides the student a 

reasonable basis upon which to pass the California Bar Examination; and  

“(3) Satisfaction of the legal education requirements to take the California Bar Examination, 

including passage of the First-Year Law Students’ Examination unless exempt from that 

examination, although the law school is not a guarantor of the student’s eligibility to take the 

California Bar Examination.” 

To meet the requirements of Guideline 5.3(C) and California Business Code § 6060(D), PCU’s 

proposed distance-learning J.D. degree program will require that students complete a total of 873 

hours of “preparation and study” each year (nine hours above the annual statutory minimum of 

864 hours) for an additional 36 hours over four years (or, 3,492 hours versus 3,456). To achieve 

this goal, PCU students will complete a course of study that will combine synchronous, online 

class attendance, offline study, completion of various course assignments, and testing.  

In order to meet its proposed 873-hour annual requirement, PCU plans to implement a new 

academic year composed of three 15-week semesters of continuous preparation and study – to 

wit: 

Fall Semester: August - November 

Winter Semester: November - March 

Spring Semester: March - June.  

During each term, PCU students will be required to register for and complete 6 semester units of 

academic credit (18 units per year) with each unit consisting of 48.5 hours of synchronous online 

class attendance, offline study, completion of various assignments and testing. By earning 6 units 

each term, PCU students will complete 291 hours of verified “study and preparation” each term. 

Upon completion of each academic year, PCU students will complete all 873 hours within 48 to 

52 consecutive weeks as required by Guideline 5.3(C).  

B. Guideline 5.9(C) - Quantitative Academic Requirements: Distance-Leaning Schools  

To meet its proposed annual 873 hours requirement, PCU will redesign and “build out” each of 

the courses presently offered in its fixed-facility curriculum. As distance-learning courses, each 

will be reconfigured and taught in a 3-unit format versus our current 3.5-unit format.  

In the 3-unit courses, students will complete 145.5 hours of “study and preparation” consisting of 

45 hours of synchronous online class sessions (comprising 3 hours each) taught over 15 sessions, 

67.5 hours of verified individual offline study, 15 hours of assigned homework tasks (such as 



 
 

  3 

self-testing and writing assignments), and 3 hours of testing in the form of midterm and final 

examinations.  

To complete 291 hours of preparation and study each term, PCU students will be required to 

enroll in two 3-unit courses (consisting of 145.5 hours each).  Thus, under its proposed new 

semester configuration, PCU students who earn 18 units of credit over three consecutive 15-

week semesters will, as also provided by Guideline 5.9(C), compliantly earn a full year of credit 

within each academic year. In doing so over four years, they will be statutorily eligible to register 

for and sit for the California Bar Examination.  

Also in compliance with Guideline 5.9(C), during each academic year, PCU students will be 

required to attend a total of 270 hours of synchronous “interactive” class sessions. As such, they 

will significantly exceed the 135-hour minimum mandated by Guideline 5.9 (C).  

C. Guideline 5.10 - Content of Curriculum  

Guideline 5.10 provides as follows:  

“A law school is not required to follow a specific curriculum and is free to set the number of 

units of study allocated to individual courses. A law school must design its curriculum offerings, 

units per class or course, and requirements for graduation in a manner consistent with 

Unaccredited Law School Rule 4.240(E) and its own goals. The curriculum must include the 

subjects tested in the California Bar Examination, but the only subject students are required by 

the Committee to take a course in is Professional Responsibility.” 

In converting its academic program into three 15-week semesters, and by redesigning its 

curriculum to include 3-unit courses (instead of 3.5-unit courses), PCU’s distance-learning 

curriculum will both comply with Guideline 5.10 and allow it to strengthen its J.D. degree 

program.  At present, all courses in its fixed-facility curriculum are taught in 3.5-unit increments, 

with several key courses – namely, Contracts, Torts, Constitutional, Evidence and Real Property 

-- taught in two 3.5-unit increments for a total of seven units. PCU”s distance-learning 

curriculum will remain largely the same except that classes will be taught in 3-unit increments 

(rather than 3.5-unit increments) -- with courses in Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure, 

Constitutional Law, Evidence and Real Property being offered in the form of two 3-unit 

increments for a total of 6 units, rather than seven units.  

As such, and upon receiving permission to operate as a distance-learning law school, all courses 

included in PCU’s current curriculum will be redesigned and taught in 3-unit, 15-week terms or 

6-unit 30-week terms, depending on the class.   

Rule 4.240(F) (“Competency Training”) requires that students “satisfactorily complete a 

minimum of six semester units…of course work designated to teach practice-based skills and 

competency training.”  PCU’s currently operative fixed-facility curriculum includes three 3.5-

unit competency-training courses, titled Civil Procedure Practicum, Pleading and Practice, and 

Trial Techniques – each of which has already been taught in the online format since the onset of 
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D. Compliance with Guideline (C) - Verification of Students’ Study and Preparation  

Under PCU’s currently effective fixed-facility curriculum, and in compliance with Guideline 

5.3(A), PCU’s students must satisfactorily complete a course of classroom study requiring a 

minimum of 270 hours of classroom attendance per year for four years.  Student attendance is 

taken in each class meeting by the professor teaching the course. Attendance rosters are 

maintained and monitored by PCU’s registrar for the purpose to identify those students who have 

been marked absent and who may be at risk of failing to attend the requisite minimum of 80 

percent of the regularly scheduled class hours in each of their courses.  After each absence, a 

student is informed of the minimum attendance requirement and reminded that they will not be 

granted academic credit in the event their absences exceed the minimum number of absences 

allowable under Guideline 5.3(A).  

Under its proposed distance-learning program, responsibility for tracking and recording each 

student’s hours of “study and preparation” over the course of each semester will be shared by the 

student, the faculty and PCU’s administrative staff – such that each enrolled student will be 

tracked on a weekly basis to confirm the number of hours of study and preparation each is 

entitled to claim toward their course requirements.  

In compliance with Guideline 5.3(C), PCU will develop and adopt a “written policy that 

establishes procedures for verifying each student’s preparation and study.” PCU’s policy will 

include both electronic and written means to verify students’ completion of all hours each course 

requires, including all hours of interactive-class attendance, the number of hours of offline study 

they complete, and their completion of all hours of mandatory offline homework.  

Those hours will be verified by means of the following procedures: As is done currently, student 

attendance in each interactive class meeting will be recorded in class rosters by the faculty 

member teaching the course and then electronically submitted to and electronically recorded by 

PCU’s registrar.  

Using Moodle, the online learning management system, students will be required to verify that 

they have completed each mandatory “homework” assignment as each is specified in each course 

syllabus in order to qualify for credit for the hours assigned to each task. Depending on the 

course, students will verify completion of all assignments listed in each course syllabus as 

assigned by each professor. Such assignments will include a designated number of hours to 
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complete assigned lessons comprising, for instance, writing assignments, Multistate Bar 

Examination-style questions, and quizzes.  

To record and verify the total number of hours of offline study as required in each course, PCU 

students will be required to: (1) submit their assignments to their respective instructors in a 

timely manner; and (2) submit a weekly course-study log, in writing and signed by the student, 

confirming that she has completed the required minimum number of hours of offline assigned 

reading, study and/or review.   

Regarding midterm and final examinations, PCU plans to continue administering them as 

proctored tests by means of ExamSoft’s Examplify program.  As such, hours attributed to testing 

will be automatically verified upon each student’s completion of each examination.   

On a weekly basis, all hours of class attendance and verified hours of offline study and those 

devoted to completing “homework” by each PCU student will be recorded in an electronic 

spreadsheet by a PCU administrator who will be assigned (as they are now) to track each 

student’s progress as they complete all hours assigned in each course in which they are enrolled. 

Accordingly, as is presently the case, a PCU administrator will track and then notify each student 

on a bi-monthly basis of their total number of hours as the semester progresses. Whenever a 

student’s reported hours fail to meet the 80% threshold for their synchronous class attendance -- 

or if their hours are below the hours assigned each week for offline preparation and study and 

homework completion -- a PCU administrator will notify them that they are at risk of not earning 

credit in any course in which their attendance of class sessions or completion of all additional 

hours falls below the minimum required.  

E. Mode of Delivery of PCU’s Proposed Distance-Learning Curriculum  

As has been the case throughout the Covid pandemic – and pursuant to the Committee’s 

permission -- PCU continues to deliver its curriculum entirely online via the Zoom virtual-

meeting platform, consistent with the current practice of many other institutions of higher 

learning and graduate/professional programs. As previously reported to the Committee, 

PCU's faculty made the transition smoothly for the most part, and they appear to be increasingly 

comfortable with the technology as each continues to adapt their teaching approach to this 

new modus vivendi in his or her own way.  Likewise, our students have adjusted well to learning 

in the all-digital environment. We continue to provide basic and advanced training to faculty, as 

required or desired, in order to assist them in more effectively navigating this modality of course-

content delivery.  During class meetings held via Zoom, our staff remain always available to 

assist with any technological issues or glitches that may arise.  All Zoom class meetings continue 

to be password-protected and waiting room-enabled in order to ensure that only our students are 

present and that the class does not experience disruption or interruption.  In addition, and as 

always, we monitor student attendance by requiring all instructors to take and submit 

attendance for each class meeting. 

  

With regard to examinations and grading, PCU utilizes the Examplify program for testing 

purposes. We are pleased to report the absence of any significant issues with the process. In 

order to verify their identities, students must log in to Zoom on their smartphones, focusing the 
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phone's camera lens on themselves. Each exam is proctored and the proctor is required to verify 

the student’s identity remotely. The proctor then observes the student for the entirety of the 

examination period via Zoom. We administer both essay and MBE-style multiple-choice exams 

remotely.  All exam materials must be photographed and emailed to the registrar immediately 

following administration of an exam.  We also ensure that students afforded special testing 

accommodations are tested in a separate environment so that they may receive the full benefit of 

all accommodations to which they are entitled. 

 

Moreover, and based on feedback received from several professors and upon the dean’s own 

first-hand experience teaching online in the Covid era (Contracts, Professional Responsibility 

and academic-support sessions in Contracts and Evidence), there exists ample reason to believe 

that the methodology of teaching the law online is not only manifestly "do-able"; it also has 

about it its own set of unique advantages.  The practical, logistical benefits of synchronous 

distance learning -- such as affording students and faculty the opportunity to learn and teach in 

the comfort and convenience of their own homes, thereby dispensing with the need to undergo 

the anxiety of rushed, often stressful after-work commutes to campus and returning home late at 

night after class -- are well known, of course.  Additionally, however, the online class meeting 

can provide an up-close and personal, albeit virtual, "face-to-face" interaction between student 

and teacher that is, on certain levels, even more pedagogically effective than the physical in-the-

classroom setting in teasing-out the issues and principles then under discussion and, as Abraham 

Lincoln used to say, in "getting to the nub of it." 

And finally, the Zoom technology perforce permits students, faculty and staff to maintain closer 

and more regular communication among one another.  By way of example, and with special 

reference to the requirements of Guideline 5.13, the Zoom platform has provided PCU students 

with a far more effective and convenient way of meeting with their instructors and with one 

another.   

F. Providing Student Services in PCU’s Proposed Distance Learning Program  

PCU’s proposed distance-learning program will continue to provide students a high level of 

administrative and academic services and support. By the use of email, telephone, text messaging 

and Zoom conferences, students have ready, essentially immediate, access to PCU’s dean and 

administrators. (By way of example, the dean’s cellphone number is provided to all students.)  

As such, students are not required to wait until they are physically present on a fixed-facility 

campus in order to engage in an in-person meeting to discuss an issue.  Instead, PCU students are 

able, as they have been throughout the pandemic, to schedule and attend meetings with the law 

school’s dean and/or registrar at any time during regular business hours.  

G. PCU’s Compliance with Library Requirements as a Distance Learning Law School  

In compliance with Guidelines 6.2 and 6.5 and Rule 9.30 of the California Rules of Court, all 

law-library resources required to be available to students are – and, after PCU’s transition to a 

distance-learning law school, will continue to be – accessible in electronic form, on a 24/7 basis, 

to all students (and faculty) via the LexisNexis computer-assisted legal-research service.  
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Finally, and in keeping with Guideline 6.2, PCU currently maintains and will continue to 

maintain all current casebooks and other texts assigned in each course offered in its curriculum. 

Accordingly, PCU will be fully compliant with all library requirements required of a distance-

learning law school.  

H. Proposed Transition to and Implementation of PCU’s Distance Learning Program  

Upon being granted approval to change its category at the Committee’s meeting in April 2022, 

PCU will immediately begin implementing its plan to convert its curriculum into a distance-

learning J.D. degree program as of August 2022.  In converting to an academic year comprising 

three semesters, PCU will offer two admissions start dates – August for the fall semester and 

March for the spring semester.  Pursuant to this timetable, PCU would be afforded four months – 

more than sufficient time -- to carry out all that will be required to offer its students (both new 

and currently enrolled) courses designed to meet the academic and eligibility requirements 

discussed above.  

As the courses will continue to be taught over the same period of time as they are now (in 15 or 

30 class meetings), the faculty will need only slightly adjust their courses to incorporate the 

required hours of assigned homework tasks. 

As for PCU’s currently enrolled students, including fourth-year students expecting to graduate in 

2022, completion of their remaining year(s) of law study in a distance-learning program should 

present no significant issues or problems. As discussed above, PCU plans to offer all newly 

revised and redesigned second- through fourth-year courses during the 2022 fall semester. Other 

than requiring all such students to complete additional hours of non-classroom study (including 

assigned “homework”), all currently enrolled students will continue to be able to complete the 

courses they need to earn their J.D. degree.  

In order to provide as much advance notice as possible to its student body and faculty – and 

immediately upon the Committee’s hoped-for approval of this application at its April meeting – 

PCU will immediately cause a formal announcement to be sent to all currently enrolled students 

and faculty members to inform them that PCU has been granted approval to begin operating as a 

distance-learning law school as of August 2022.  In this announcement (to be followed up with 

an online “townhall” meeting of students, faculty and administrators), the details of the new PCU 

academic year, how all J.D. courses will be revised and redesigned, and the new “preparation 

and study” hours will be discussed thoroughly.  

At any rate, news of PCU’s conversion into a distance-learning law school will not come as a 

surprise to any of its students or faculty members because, for at least the past year, they have 

been informally advised of PCU’s intention to seek the Committee’s approval to become a 

distance-learning law school.  Moreover, and because PCU’s entire curriculum has for more than 

18 months been offered exclusively online, virtually all PCU students who have continued their 

enrollment since the start of the Covid health pandemic and all students admitted since August of 

2020 have been aware that the law school would almost certainly not return to the physical 

campus and offer courses taught in onsite classrooms.  
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That said, after the particulars of the new, distance-learning program are announced – and in the 

event that any currently enrolled students should elect not to continue their law studies at PCU 

and instead choose to transfer to a law school that is now or will then be taught via a fixed-

facility program -- PCU will, of course, undertake all that is required to facilitate their transfer to 

any such law school with all deliberate speed.  

I. Conclusion  

Based upon the foregoing, and pursuant to Rule 4.245 and Guideline 1.5, PCU respectfully 

requests that the California State Bar Committee of Bar Examiners grant the within application 

for approval of a Major Change in the form of changing its category from that of a registered 

unaccredited fixed-facility law school to that of a registered unaccredited distance-learning law 

school. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Basil G. Dezes    Dated: March 7, 2022 

 

Basil G. Dezes, 

Dean 
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2022/05/28/statement-from-governor-newsoms-press-office
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article261975865.html
https://www.bart.gov/news/articles/2020/news20200421
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/california-covid-cases.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/los-angeles-california-covid-cases.html


 

 





https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-

depth/coronavirus-long-term-effects/art-20490351 

 














https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-long-term-effects/art-20490351
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-long-term-effects/art-20490351
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ATTACHMENT 1 
PCU’S September 7, 2021, Request to Extend Waiver 

PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 



 


   

 






www.pculaw.org 

 


dean@pculaw.org 

 





























 

 

 

 





































http://www.pculaw.org/
mailto:dean@pculaw.org
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