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Multi-Jurisdictional Practice Licenses

No Supervision
Program Reqs:

Must Work for Qualifying 
Institution

Cannot Hold Themself out as 
Licensed Attorney
Must Reside in CA
Scope of Practice:

Provide Legal Service to 
Employer (Qualifying 

Institute)
Not Permitted to Make 

Court Appearances or to 
Provide Personal/ Individual 

Representation

- -

Must be Supervised by 
CA attorney 

Program Reqs:
Must Work for an 
Eligible Legal Aid 

Organization
Cannot practice for 

more than 5 years as 
RLAA

Not have taken & failed 
CBX within 5 years 

immediately preceding 
initial application

Must be Supervised by 
CA attorney

- Program Reqs:
- Cannot practice for 

more than 5 years 
as RMSA

- Not have taken & 
failed CBX within 5 
years immediately 

preceding initial 
application

- Stricter Level of 
Supervision

Supervision:

No Supervision

Program Reqs:

Cannot Work on CA 
Law

Limited to Practice 
Law of Home 
Jurisdiction

Registered In-House 
Counsel

Registered Legal Aid 
Attorney

Registered Military 
Spouse Attorney

Registered Foreign 
Legal Consultants

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The rules pertaining to all MJPs require that attorney applicants are in good standing in another jurisdiction, that they are well-versed in local laws, applicable case law and rules regarding ethical conduct. All are required to apply for moral character determination. The Rules of the State Bar allow out-of-state attorneys to qualify for both RIHC and RLAA, but RIHC are required to reside in CA.

Registered In-House Counsel (RIHC), governed by Rule 9.46 of the Rules of Court, are non- California attorneys from other U.S. jurisdictions who meet certain qualifications. They may register with the State Bar and are then allowed to practice as in-house counsel in California for a qualifying institution. The work of RIHC is limited to providing legal services in California only to the qualifying institution that employs them. RIHC are not permitted to make court appearances in California state courts or to provide personal or individual representation to any customers, shareholders, owners, partners, officers, employees, servants, or agents of the qualifying institution.
 
Registered Legal Aid Attorneys (RLAA), governed by Rule 9.45 of the Rules of Court, must register with the State Bar and work under the supervision of a California attorney, but are employed by a California-based organization that provides legal aid services in the state. The rules pertaining to both RLSA and RIHC require that the attorney be well versed in California law, applicable case law and rules regarding ethical conduct. Both are required to apply for moral character determination.

Registered Military Spouse Attorneys (RMSA) would be a new category for special admissions, governed by proposed Rule 9.41.1 of the Rules of Court.  In 2011, the Military Spouse J.D. Network was established to aid the spouses of military service members in finding employment as attorneys in the state or territory to which their active military spouse has been assigned.
Currently, there over 30 states that have incorporated a special admissions policy for military spouses.  California, however, does not currently have any special admissions rules unique to military spouses.


Registered Foreign Legal Consultants (RFLC), governed by Rule 9.44 of the Rules of Court, are attorneys licensed in another country to provide legal advice in California exclusively regarding the law of their foreign jurisdiction.
 

There is no supervision, however, the applicant must work for a qualifying institution. 
The work of RIHC is limited to providing legal services in California only to the qualifying institution that employs them.
A “qualifying institution” is a corporation, a partnership, an association, or other legal entity, including its subsidiaries and organizational affiliates, which has an office located in California. Neither a governmental entity nor an entity that provides legal services to others can be a qualifying institution for purposes of this rule. A qualifying institution must:
Employ at least 5 full time employees; or
Employ in California an attorney who is an active licensee in good standing of the State Bar of CA.


Scope of Prax:
Permitted to provide legal services in California only to the qualifying institution that employs him or her;
2)  Permitted to provide pro bono legal services under supervision of a California attorney for either eligible legal aid organizations as defined by Rules of Court, rule 9.45(a)(1), or the qualifying institution that employs him or her;
Not permitted to make court appearances in California state courts or to engage in any other activities for which pro hac vice admission is required if they are performed in California by an attorney who is not a licensee of the State Bar of California; and 
Not permitted to provide personal or individual representation to any customers, shareholders, owners, partners, officers, employees, servants, or agents of the qualifying institution.


 RIHC cannot hold themselves out as licensed CA attorneys; must use the title of RIHC. 


For an attorney to practice law under this rule, the attorney must:
 
Be an active licensee in good standing of the bar of a United States state, jurisdiction, possession, territory, or dependency;
Meet all of the requirements for admission to the State Bar of California, except that the attorney:
Need not take the California bar examination or the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination; and
May practice law while awaiting the result of his or her Application for Determination of Moral Character;
 
Comply with the rules adopted by the Board of Trustees relating to the State Bar Registered In-House Counsel Program;
Practice law exclusively for a single qualifying institution, except that, while practicing under this rule, the attorney may provide pro bono services through eligible legal aid organizations;
Abide by all of the laws and rules that govern licensees of the State Bar of California, including the Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) requirements;
Satisfy in his or her first year of practice under this rule all of the MCLE requirements, including ethics education, that licensees of the State Bar of California must complete every three years and, thereafter, satisfy the MCLE requirements for the registered in-house counsel's compliance group as set forth in State Bar Rules 2.70 and 2.71. If the registered in-house counsel's compliance group is required to report in less than thirty-six months, the MCLE requirement will be reduced proportionally; and
Reside in California.

Registered Legal Aid Attorneys (RLAA), governed by Rules of Court, rule 9.45, must register with the State Bar and work under the supervision of a California attorney, but are employed by an eligible legal aid organization that provides legal services in the state. A nonprofit entity in good standing in California and in the state in which it is incorporated, if other than California, that provides legal aid in civil matters, including family law and immigration law, to indigent and disenfranchised persons, especially underserved client groups, such as the elderly, persons with disabilities, people of color, juveniles, and limited English proficient persons; or
A nonprofit law school approved by the American Bar Association located in California or accredited by the State Bar of California that provides legal aid as described above in subdivision (A).
Entities that receive IOLTA funds pursuant to Business and Professions Code, section 6210, et seq., are deemed to be eligible legal aid organizations.

An attorney practicing law under this rule may practice law in California only while working, with or without pay, at an eligible legal aid organization, as defined in this rule, and, at that institution and only on behalf of its clients or customers, may engage, under supervision, in all forms of legal practice that are permissible for a licensee of the State Bar of California.

For an attorney to qualify to practice law under this rule, the attorney must:
 
Be an active licensee in good standing of the bar of a United States state, jurisdiction, possession, territory, or dependency;
�Meet all of the requirements for admission to the State Bar of California, except that the attorney:
 
Need not take the California bar examination or the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination; and
May practice law while awaiting the result of his or her Application for Determination of Moral Character;
 
Comply with the rules adopted by the Board of Trustees relating to the State Bar Registered Legal Aid Attorney Program;
Practice law under the supervision of an attorney who is employed by the eligible legal aid organization and who is a licensee in good standing of the State Bar of California;
Abide by all of the laws and rules that govern licensees of the State Bar of California, including the Minimum Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) requirements;
Satisfy in his or her first year of practice under this rule all of the MCLE requirements, including ethics education, that licensees of the State Bar of California must complete every three years and, thereafter, satisfy the MCLE requirements for the registered legal aid attorney's compliance group as set forth in State Bar Rules 2.70 and 2.71. If the registered legal aid attorney's compliance group is required to report in less than thirty-six months, the MCLE requirements will be reduced proportionally; and
Not have taken and failed the California bar examination within five years immediately preceding initial application to register under this rule.

Length of Time as an RLAA. Rule of Court, rule 9.45(e) a maximum of five years in which an individual may practice as an RLAA, thereby making it easier to continue serving in this role.

Rules of Court, rule 9.44, governing Registered Foreign Legal Consultants (RFLC), permits attorneys licensed in another country (and who are in good standing in that jurisdiction) to provide legal advice in California exclusively regarding the law of their foreign jurisdiction. 

Supervsion of RMSA:

The Rule of Court requires direct supervision, including approving in writing any appearance in court, deposition, arbitration, or any proceeding by the Registered Military Spouse Attorney, to the extent required for the protection of the client or customer.  This allows flexibility in supervision based on the experience of the Register Military Spouse Attorney, while still providing public protection.  
SupervisorMust assist, counsel, and provide direct supervision of the registered military spouse attorney in the  activities authorized by this rule, approve in writing any appearance in court, deposition, arbitration or any proceeding by the registered military spouse attorney, and review such activities with the supervised military spouse attorney, to the extent required for the protection of the client or customer;
Must read, approve, and personally sign any pleadings, briefs, or other similar documents prepared by the registered military spouse attorney before their filing, and must read and approve any documents prepared by the registered military spouse attorney before their submission to any other party;


May designate someone else to help when super is not  available.


These are not fully licensed attorneys-they must ork within the paramaeters that I have described here.




Attorney must have practiced for at least 4 years 

Attorney qualifies to sit for the 1-day Attorney Exam

Exam Requirement for Out of State Attorneys

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As discussed previously, CA does not have reciprocity. Out of State and Out o Country Attorneys must sit and pass the bar exam. However, 

-US Attorneys who have been admitted for 4 or more years immediately preceding the first day of the bar exam they wish to take, can select to take the 1 day exam. They get the five questions and PT.







Foreign degree of law must be evaluated by evaluation agency 

If applicant is determined by the evaluation agency to  possess a 
foreign first degree in law, the applicant will require further legal 
education in order to qualify to sit for the 2-day exam

Applicant will need to complete a US Master of Law (LLM degree) or 
one year of legal education in an LLM program (20 semester units)

Foreign educated applicants that do not have a first degree of law, 
must complete their legal education requirements in the US by 
earning a JD at a Law School Accredited by the ABA or by the CBE, or 
by completing their legal education through the Law Office Study 
Program

Exam Reqs for Foreign Educated Applicants

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Foreign law degree must be determined to be a first degree in law, that is equivalent to a US JD degree or that meets the educational requirements to be admitted in the country from which the applicant is coming from.

If applicant has been admitted in foreign country or another US jurisdiction, he/she is eligible to sit for CBX-need Certificate of Good Standing

If applicant has not been admitted in foreign country or another US jurisdiction and is determined by the evaluation agency to possess a foreign first degree in law,  he/she will need to submit official transcripts to the State Bar certifying that they have:
Completed a US Master of Laws (LLM) degree; or
Completed one year of legal education in an LLM program; based on completion of 20 semester units in an LLM program from an American Bar Association (ABA) or California-accredited law school in accordance with the rules. 

Foreign Educated applicants that do not have a first degree of law, must complete their legal education requirements in the United States by earning a JD at a Law School Accredited by the ABA, by a California -Accredited, or Registered Law School or by completing their legal education through the Law Office Study Program.







Foreign law degree must be determined to be a first degree in 
law, that is equivalent to a US JD degree or that meets the 
educational requirements to be admitted in the country from 
which the applicant is coming from.

If applicant has been admitted in foreign country, eligible to sit 
for the 2-day CBX

Exam Requirements for Foreign Attorneys

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Foreign law degree must be determined to be a first degree in law, that is equivalent to a US JD degree or that meets the educational requirements to be admitted in the country from which the applicant is coming from.

If applicant has been admitted in foreign country or another US jurisdiction, he/she is eligible to sit for CBX-need Certificate of Good Standing

If applicant has not been admitted in foreign country or another US jurisdiction and is determined by the evaluation agency to possess a foreign first degree in law,  he/she will need to submit official transcripts to the State Bar certifying that they have:
Completed a US Master of Laws (LLM) degree; or
Completed one year of legal education in an LLM program; based on completion of 20 semester units in an LLM program from an American Bar Association (ABA) or California-accredited law school in accordance with the rules. 

Foreign Educated applicants that do not have a first degree of law, must complete their legal education requirements in the United States by earning a JD at a Law School Accredited by the ABA, by a California -Accredited, or Registered Law School or by completing their legal education through the Law Office Study Program.







• Thirty-five jurisdictions allow graduates of foreign law schools 
to sit for their bar exam

• Of those, twenty require additional legal education in the 
US, if the applicant has not been licensed in their country 
of origin

• Five require admission to another US jurisdiction in order 
to be licensed in their jurisdiction

• Nearly all jurisdictions specify that the law degree must be 
based in English Common Law

• Many require a determination of educational equivalency

Foreign Law Schools Graduates in Other Jurisdictions



Applicant Type

Twenty years of 
applicant data, by 
type

First-Time Exam Takers by Applicant Type, from Feb. 2000 to July 2021

Exam 
Year

CA Law 
Schools

OOS Law 
Schools OOS Attorney

Foreign JD or 
Attorney

Law Office 
Study Other Total

2000 4,269 1,373 1,384 100 2 282 7,410
2001 4,183 1,430 1,400 116 1 210 7,340
2002 4,119 1,235 1,174 130 2 296 6,956
2003 4,239 1,259 1,191 126 4 295 7,114
2004 4,407 1,311 1,143 205 1 212 7,279
2005 4,747 1,544 1,052 210 2 75 7,630
2006 5,031 1,601 1,131 212 95 8,070
2007 4,889 1,703 1,149 220 4 83 8,048
2008 4,925 1,715 1,139 262 5 120 8,166
2009 4,898 1,659 1,020 305 2 138 8,022
2010 4,857 1,581 1,129 304 1 83 7,955
2011 4,934 1,539 1,102 294 2 84 7,955
2012 5,146 1,656 1,197 358 3 91 8,451
2013 5,228 1,631 1,190 406 6 64 8,525
2014 4,919 1,537 1,329 467 2 51 8,305
2015 4,606 1,467 1,258 539 1 26 7,897
2016 4,180 1,185 1,154 541 2 19 7,081
2017 4,042 1,248 1,237 674 6 17 7,224
2018 3,906 1,090 1,293 770 5 23 7,087
2019 3,837 980 1,091 742 6 10 6,666
2020 3,639 1,159 1,179 798 9 12 6,796
2021 3,807 1,152 918 822 9 7 6,715
Total 98,808 31,055 25,860 8,601 75 2,293 166,692



Applicant Type

Twenty years of 
applicant data, by 
type
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