
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

  
 

   
 

    
 

     
 

        
  

  
 
 
 

 
 

   
  

  
   

     
 
 

 
 

    
  

  
     

   
     

    
  

 

  OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS 

OPEN SESSION 
AGENDA ITEM O-400
JANUARY 2023 
COMMITTEE OF BAR EXAMINERS 

DATE: January 27, 2023 

TO: Members, Committee of Bar Examiners 

FROM: Natalie Leonard, Principal Program Analyst, Office of Admissions 

SUBJECT: Action on Major Change to Adjust Credit Count for Online JD Program – Pacific Coast 
University School of Law 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

While the Committee of Bar Examiners (Committee) has already approved Pacific Coast 
University School of Law’s transfer from the unaccredited fixed-facility category to the 
unaccredited distance learning category effective fall 2023, Pacific Coast submits the request 
set forth in Attachment A to further modify the curriculum to allow an extra 30 minutes per 
class session for each class that is part of the JD curriculum. 

BACKGROUND 

Pacific Coast University School of Law is an unaccredited, fixed-facility law school located in 
Long Beach, California. According to its 2022 Annual Report, the law school enrolls 38 students 
in its JD program. The law school’s most recent pass rates on the First-Year Law Students’ 
Examination were 28.6 percent in June 2022, and 16.7 percent for October 2022 Its most recent 
cumulative five-year bar pass rate according to its 2022 disclosure pursuant to California 
Business and Professions Code 6061.7(a) is 37.6 percent. Note that for unaccredited law 
schools, this calculation includes all individuals who passed the bar exam during that five-year 
period regardless of when they graduated. 



 
 
 

  

   
      

  
  

 
   

      
  

 
 

   
 

 
     

    
    

    
     

 
 

 
  

 
 

     
     

     
     

      
     

  
  

 
   

       
      

 
  

    
     

     
 

  
  

   
      

 

In August 2020, Pacific Coast completed its transition from accredited law school to 
unaccredited, fixed-facility law school. Since then, it has reorganized its schedule from 
semesters to quarters, taught classes online under a waiver from the Committee due to the 
pandemic and transitioned to a schedule of three fifteen-week semesters. 

In June 2022, the Committee approved the law school’s permanent transfer from the fixed-
facility category to the distance category effective fall 2023. (Item O-405, Committee of Bar 
Examiners Meeting, June 17, 2022). 

Now, the law school requests a single specific modification to the approved distance learning 
program, increasing the length of each class period to 3.5 hours, instead of the 3-hour class 
periods originally requested. 

The law school is therefore requesting the advance permission that it needs pursuant to 
Unaccredited Law School Rule 4.246, which requires that registered law schools request the 
Committee’s advance permission before making certain changes, such as offering a new law 
school program. (Rule 4.246(E)). Because the law school will be changing the length each of the 
courses in the JD program, a major change is required. 

DISCUSSION 

Pacific Coast University School of Law’s distance learning program is ready to launch in fall 
2023, but they would like to make one final change to the class length. 

In all other aspects, Pacific Coast is on track to launch its distance learning JD program in fall 
2023.  The law school has timely met the three milestones set forth by the Committee and staff 
so far: 1) the curriculum and credit content; 2) sample class syllabi for the distance category 
program with additional syllabi expected in 2023; and 2) sample transcripts submitted to staff 
for evaluation. The law school has also advised that it is prepared to timely meet the remaining 
two milestones: 1) providing a copy of the policy that establishes procedures for verifying each 
student’s preparation and study; and 2) providing the law school’s methods and metrics it will 
use to monitor and adjust the effectiveness of the new courses. 

Pacific Coast offers a single specific curriculum that all students follow. Right now, its fixed 
facility program is being taught using the same 3.5-hour class periods that the law school would 
like to continue to use when it switches to permanent distance learning. 

Originally, when Pacific Coast submitted its proposed distance learning curriculum, the law 
school proposed to decrease its class periods to three hours each, and the Committee approved 
this change.  While building out the new curriculum, the law school realized that it did not want 
to shorten the class periods to three hours after all, and therefore submitted this motion. 

The law school’s major change request set forth in Attachment A includes a course list, as well 
as a calendar demonstrating that the law school’s program will exceed the requirement to offer 
at least 864 hours of study per year, as required by California Business and Professions Code 
6060. It confirms that the law school is ready to proceed with the distance learning program as 
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the Committee approved it, but believes the program will be improved by this change in class 
length, based on its experience and feedback from students and faculty. 

Because the law school’s students and faculty already learn using the 3.5-hour class period and 
have expressed support for keeping this class length, it is recommended that the Committee 
approve the law school’s request to keep this class period, instead of the 3-hour class period 
originally recommended. 
. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee of Bar Examiners receives, files and approves Pacific 
Coast University School of Law’s Request for Major Change to adjust the classes in its distance 
learning curriculum from 3 hours per class session to 3.5 hours per class session. 

PROPOSED MOTION 

Should the Committee of Bar Examiners agree with the staff recommendation, the following 
motion should be made: 

MOVE, that the Committee of Bar Examiners receives, files, and approves 
Pacific Coast University College of Law’s Request for Major Change to adjust 
the class sessions in its distance learning JD program from 3 hours to 3.5 hours 
effective immediately. 

ATTACHMENT LIST 

A. Pacific Coast University College of Law’s Request for Major Change – Change Class
Session Length from 3 Hours to 3.5 Hours

P a g e  3 



 
 

 

 

    
     

   
  

  

   
  

   
 

  
 

 

 
    

  
 

 

 
  

   

   
  

  
 

  
  

  ATTACHMENT A 

PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF LAW 

1650 Ximeno Avenue 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90804 

(562) 961- 8200
www.pculaw.org 

Application of Pacific Coast University School of Law 
for Approval of Major Change in the Form of 

Continuing to Offer Its Classes in the 
3.5-Hour Format Upon Changing Its Category 

to that of a Registered Distance-Learning Law School 

Pursuant to Rule 4.245 of the Unaccredited Law School Rules, Pacific Coast University School 
of Law (hereinafter referred to as “PCU”) hereby applies to the California State Bar Committee 
of Bar Examiners (hereinafter referred to as the “Committee”) for approval of a Major Change in 
the form of continuing to offer its classes in the 3.5-hour format upon its conversion into a 
distance-learning law school in 2023 – notwithstanding that the distance-learning curriculum 
previously approved by the Committee included classes offered in the 3.0-hour format.  

At its meeting held June 17, 2022, the Committee granted PCU’s application for approval of a 
Major Change in the form of changing its category from that of a registered unaccredited fixed-
facility law school to that of a registered unaccredited distance-learning law school.  The 
distance-learning curriculum proposed by PCU as part of the application granted was based on 
interactive class meetings of 3 hours in length – as distinguished from the 3.5-hour-long classes 
currently offered by PCU in its present status as a fixed-facility law school. 

Upon subsequent reflection and deliberation, however – including consultations among the dean, 
students and faculty members – PCU now wishes to continue offering its classes in the 3.5-hour 
format upon its transition to a distance-learning law school, instead of changing to the 3-hour 
format as originally proposed and approved. 

In the hoped-for event that this application is granted and PCU is permitted to continue offering 
its courses in the form of 3.5-hour class meetings, the distance-learning curriculum will comply 
with the provisions of Guideline 5.3(C)(1) of the Guidelines for Unaccredited Law School Rules 
mandating a student’s “Satisfactory completion of a course of study requiring a minimum of 864 
hours of preparation and study a year for four (4) years” and that “The year of preparation and 
study must occur in not less than forty-eight (48) or more than fifty-two (52) consecutive weeks” 
– as evidenced by the following:

During each of the three terms comprising PCU’s distance-learning academic year, its students 
will be required to register for and successfully complete 7 units of academic credit (amounting 
to 21 units per year) with each unit consisting of 15 hours of synchronous (i.e., interactive) 
online class attendance. As such, students will enroll in two courses per term and, thus, six 
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courses per year.1 For each course, students will complete 52.5 hours of synchronous instruction 
and a minimum of 91.5 hours of verified “study and preparation.”  That amounts to a minimum 
total of 144 hours of study for each one-term course and 288 hours of study for each two-term 
course – which in turn adds up to 864 hours per year.  (One hundred forty-four hours per course 
times 6 courses equals 864 hours per year.) 

In compliance with the request of Educational Standards Principal Program Analyst Natalie 
Leonard, the following two documents are attached to this Application: 

1. A “Curricula Comparison” comparing PCU’s current fixed-facility curriculum, a 3.5-unit 
distance-learning curriculum and a 3.0-unit distance-learning curriculum; and 

PCU’s projected Academic Calendar for the 2023-2024 academic year. 

Based on the foregoing, PCU respectfully submits that the above-described 3.5-hour format will 
comply with Guideline 5.3(C)(1) and requests that the Committee grant the within Application 
authorizing PCU to continue offering its classes in the 3.5-hour format upon its conversion into a 
distance-learning law school in 2023. 

Respectfully submitted, Dated: December 14, 2022 
Basil G. Dezes 
Basil G. Dezes, Dean 
and Interim President 

1 For the purposes of simplicity and clarity, the word course is used at this point to refer to both single-term 
courses (such as Criminal Law) and each term of two-term courses (such as Contracts). 

2 





PCU	Academic	Calendar	|	 2023-2024	

S 

2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

M 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

JULY ‘23 
T W Th 

4 5 6 
11 12 13 
18 19 20 
25 26 27 

F 

7 
14 
21 
28 

S 
1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

04 Independence Day – No 
Class 

05 First Day of fall term: 
Classes begin 

S 

7 
14 
21 
28 

JANUARY ‘23 
M T W Th F 

1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 
15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 
29 30 31 

S 
6 
13 
20 
27 

1 New Year's Day – No Class 

15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – 
No Class 

S 

6 
13 
20 
27 

AUGUST ‘23 
M T W Th F 

1 2 3 4 
7 8 9 10 11 
14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 
28 29 30 31 

S 
5 
12 
19 
26 

S 

4 
11 
18 
25 

FEBRUARY ‘24 
M T W Th F 

1 2 
5 6 7 8 9 
12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 

S 
3 
10 
17 
24 

05 Final Exam – Monday 
Course 
07 Final Exam – Wednesday 
Course 
19 President’s Day – No Class 
12 First Day of spring term: 
Classes begin 

S 

3 
10 
17 
24 

SEPTEMBER ‘23 
M T W Th F 

1 
4 5 6 7 8 
11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

S 
2 
9 
16 
23 
30 

04 Labor Day – No Class S 
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10 
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MARCH ‘24 
M T W Th F 

1 
4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

S 
2 
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16 
23 
30 

S 
1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

OCTOBER ‘23 
M T W Th F 
2 3 4 5 6 
9 10 11 12 13 

16 17 18 19 20 
23 24 25 26 27 
30 31 

S 
7 

14 
21 
28 

09 Columbus Day/ 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day – No 
Class 
11 Final Exam – Wednesday 
Course 
13 Final Exam – Monday 
Course 
16 First Day of winter term: 
Classes begin 

S 

7 
14 
21 
28 

M 
1 

8 
15 
22 
29 

APRIL ‘24 
T W Th 
2 3 4 

9 10 11 
16 17 18 
23 24 25 
30 

F 
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12 
19 
26 

S 
6 

13 
20 
27 
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12 
19 
26 

NOVEMBER ‘23 
M T W Th F 

1 2 3 
6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 15 16 17 
20 21 22 23 24 
27 28 29 30 

S 
4 

11 
18 
25 

22-24 Thanksgiving Break –
No Class

S 

5 
12 
19 
26 
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13 
20 
27 

MAY ‘24 
T W Th 

1 2 
7 8 9 

14 15 16 
21 22 23 
28 29 30 

F 
3 

10 
17 
24 
31 

S 
4 

11 
18 
25 

27 Memorial Day - No Class 

22 Final Exam – Monday 
Course 

29 Final Exam – Wednesday 
Course 

S 

3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

DECEMBER ‘23 
M T W Th F 

1 
4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 13 14 15 
18 19 20 21 22 
25 26 27 28 29 

S 
2 
9 

16 
23 
30 

25-29 Winter Break - No Class S 

2 
9 
16 
23 
30 

M 

3 
10 
17 
24 

JUNE ‘24 
T W Th 

4 5 6 
11 12 13 
18 19 20 
25 26 27 

F 

7 
14 
21 
28 

S 
1 
8 
15 
22 
29 



     
        
       
       
       
       
        
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
        

        
 

   
     
       
       
        
        
       
       
       
        
       
       
       
        
       
       
         

     
 

  
     
     
     
      
       
       
       
       
       
        
       
       
       
         
       
       

         
 
 

 

Monday Class Wednesday Class 
1 July 7, 2023 (Friday) July 5, 2023 
2 July 11, 2023 July 12, 2023 
3 July 17, 2023 July 19, 2023 
4 July 24, 2023 July 26, 2023 
5 July 31, 2023 August 2, 2023 
6 August 7, 2023 August 4, 2023 (Friday) 
7 August 14, 2023 August 9, 2023 
8 August 21, 2023 August 16, 2023 
9 August 28, 2023 August 23, 2023 
10 September 1, 2023 (Friday) August 30, 2023 
11 September 11, 2023 September 6, 2023 
12 September 18, 2023 September 13, 2023 
13 September 25, 2023 September 20, 2023 
14 October 2, 2023 September 27, 2023 
15 October 6, 2023 (Friday) October 4, 2023 

Final October 13, 2023 (Friday) October 11, 2023 

Winter Class meetings 
Monday Class Wednesday Class 

1 October 16, 2023 October 18, 2023 
2 October 23, 2023 October 25, 2023 
3 October 30, 2023 November 1, 2023 
4 November 6, 2023 November 3, 2023 (Friday) 
5 November 13, 2023 November 8, 2023 
6 November 20, 2023 November 15, 2023 
7 November 27, 2023 December 29, 2023 
8 December 1, 2023 (Friday) December 6, 2023 
9 December 9, 2023 December 13, 2023 
10 December 11, 2023 December 20, 2023 
11 December 18, 2023 January 3, 2024 
12 January 5, 2024 (Friday) January 10, 2024 
13 January 8, 2024 January 17, 2024 
14 January 22, 2024 January 24, 2024 
15 January 29, 2024 January 31, 2024 

Final February 5, 2024 February 7, 2024 

Spring Class meetings 
Monday Class Wednesday Class 

1 February 12, 2024 February 14, 2024 
2 February 26, 2024 February 21, 2024 
3 March 1, 2024 (Friday) February 28, 2024 
4 March 4, 2024 March 6, 2024 
5 March 11, 2024 March 13, 2024 
6 March 18, 2024 March 20, 2024 
7 March 25, 2024 March 27, 2024 
8 April 1, 2024 April 3, 2024 
9 April 5, 2024 (Friday) April 10, 2024 
10 April 8, 2024 April 17, 2024 
11 April 15, 2024 April 24, 2024 
12 April 22, 2024 May 1, 2024 
13 April 29, 2024 May 3, 2024 (Friday) 
14 May 6, 2024 May 8, 2024 
15 May 13, 2024 May 15, 2024 

Final May 22, 2024 (Wednesday) May 29, 2024 
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Pacific Coast University School of Law
Fall, 2023


Syllabus—Criminal Procedure


Course Time: Friday 6:30pm – 10:00p.m.
Location: Zoom


Office Hours: Friday 5:30 pm
Location: Zoom 
By Appointment: Zoom appointments outside of office hours are by appointment only.


Professor’s Information:


Professor Mark Velez


Office Phone: 310-701-4383


Email: markvlez712@yahoo.com 


Office Hours/ Availability:


You are welcome to come by / enter Zoom during office hours without making an appointment. 
You may also request an appointment outside office hours by sending me an email. You can also 
send me questions by email, but I may ask you to talk if the question isn't easily answered by 
email. I check my email regularly every day. If you have an emergency, you can text me at 310-
701-4383. Please note, if we are allowed to meet in class again, I will update this section. 


Required Course Books: The required textbook for this class is as follows:


•  Kamisar, LaFave, et al., Modern Criminal Procedure: Cases, Comments, and Questions, 
14th ed. OR Kamisar, LaFave, et al., Basic Criminal Procedure,15th ed. 


Course Overview:


This course focuses on constitutional limitations on criminal procedure during the early phases 
of criminal proceedings, including investigation, search, arrest, and interrogation. The first part 
of the semester will focus on the (1) 4th Amendment of the United States Constitution. The 
second part of the semester will focus on the (2) 5th Amendment of the United States 
Constitution, right against self-incrimination, and the (3) 6th Amendment to the United States 
Constitution, the right to counsel, and (4) protections under the 6th and 14th Amendments to the 
United States Constitution, that that apply to identification procedures. This will cover the major 
points of criminal procedure and prepare you for the bar exam.







LEARNING OBJECTIVES:


At the end of this course, a student should be able to:


 Understand the context of constitutional criminal procedural law
 Understand a criminal defendant’s fundamental constitutional rights during the 


investigatory stage of criminal proceedings and explain the content of these rights 
with reference to specific cases, statutes, and doctrines covered in class. 


 Master the fundamentals of constitutional criminal procedure by learning the relevant 
constitutional provisions and judicial doctrines and applying the rules to determine 
whether there is a constitutional violation in a hypothetical case. 


 Be able to answer bar-style multiple-choice questions and write bar-style essay 
answers on criminal law topics covered on the Multistate Bar Exam including “arrest, 
search and seizure,” “confessions and privilege against self-incrimination,” and 
“lineups and other forms of identification.” 


 Orally explain cases and doctrines covered in the class, through practice via call and 
individual and group problem solving.


  Express and explain a sophisticated understanding of how legal doctrine develops 
over time through a line of precedents, and how doctrine may change with changes in 
composition of the Supreme Court.


 Understand and explain how the doctrines covered in the course can affect tactics 
used by police and investigators in investigating crime, and how police and 
investigators attempt to work with and around those doctrines


READING:


For each class, you are expected to do the assigned reading, and I will ask you questions about 
the reading in class according to the call policy described below. The reading for the class is 
short in terms of pages but very dense—there are a lot of cases excerpted and summarized for 
each day’s reading. The assigned reading includes “principal” cases as well as many note cases. 
The cases the book describes as “major note cases,” whose name is in ALLCAPS in the book, 
are important cases which I often use as call cases in class. That is, you should be prepared to 
discuss on call the principal cases as well as the major note cases. I also suggest your read 
through the notes at the end of the readings as the author expands on the readings and makes 
them applicable to the modern day practice of law.


CALL AND ATTENTIVENESS:


I will call on students using a random call list—once you have been called on (if you are 
prepared) you won’t be eligible to be called on again until I have been through the entire list. 
You may “note out” before class by giving me a note or telling me that you are not prepared to 
be on call; noting out counts as an absence. If I call on you and you are unprepared or have not 
done the reading, I will mark you as absent for that class, the absence will count towards the 
limit for the semester, and you will remain on the call list.


You MUST have a working camera and microphone. The camera must be on during the entire 
class. Students who do not use their camera will be counted as absent. Prior approval needs to be 
given if a reason exists that a student cannot use their camera. 







ASSIGNMENTS AND PROBLEMS:


We will occasionally have in-class problems that we will work as group exercises or individual 
written assignments. These problems will not be graded, but your completion and participation 
can affect your class participation grade.


Grade Percentage
A+ 97-100%
A 90-96.99%


B+ 87-89.99%
B 80-86.99%


C+ 77-79.99%
C 70-7699%
D 60-69.99%
F Less than 60%


MAKE- UP WORK:


Make up work opportunities will only be granted for excused absences. Excused 
absences include: 


1. Participation in an organized school activity 
2. Death in the immediate family 
3. Illness (with doctors written excuse)
4. Special circumstances that have been cleared in advance by the instructor


The instructor is the sole arbiter of what, if any, absences are excused. Documentation 
will be required. It is the student's responsibility to schedule a complete the makeup work 
period the instructor reserves the right to change the format of all makeup exams quizzes 
and other assignments. 


ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:


Instructor note: If you are commit ANY academic dishonesty in my class, I will seek the 
maximum punishment possible. 


Refer to the Pacific University Handbook, 
https://www.puc.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/13474/PUC-Stdnt-
Hndbk.pdf#:~:text=The%20Student%20Handbook%20has%20been%20prepared%20to%20help,responsi
bilities%20as%20a%20member%20of%20the%20PUC%20community., for information about Academic 
dishonesty.


ATTENDANCE:


Instructor note: I will take attendance. You should attend every class. If you miss multiple 
classes, it will be difficult to succeed in the class.


Refer to the Pacific University Handbook, 
https://www.puc.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/13474/PUC-Stdnt-
Hndbk.pdf#:~:text=The%20Student%20Handbook%20has%20been%20prepared%20to%20help,responsi
bilities%20as%20a%20member%20of%20the%20PUC%20community., for information about 
attendance. 
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STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


Refer to the Pacific University Handbook, 
https://www.puc.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/13474/PUC-Stdnt-
Hndbk.pdf#:~:text=The%20Student%20Handbook%20has%20been%20prepared%20to%20help,responsi
bilities%20as%20a%20member%20of%20the%20PUC%20community., for information for students 
with disabilities.


GRADES:


Your grade will be determined by a combination of your performance on a midterm and your 
performance on the final exam, with possible adjustments for class participation. The exam 
grades will be weighted- the Midterm will count for 40% of your course grade and the Final 
Exam will count for 60% of your course grade.


The Midterm will be on Friday, October 14, 2022, during the normal class period, and will 
consist of several multiple-choice questions, and an essay. 


The Final Exam will be on Friday, December 11, 2022, during the normal class period. It will 
consist of one or more essays and several multiple-choice questions. The final exam will be 
cumulative, that is, it will cover material from the entire semester and consist of several multiple-
choice questions, and an essay. 


Your class participation may affect your grade. I may adjust your grade +/- .3 points based on 
your class performance on call, on any in-class assignments, your willingness to volunteer or 
engage in dialogue, and your willingness to ask questions to clarify material you do not 
understand. You do not have to volunteer to speak or ask questions outside of class to be 
considered a good participant; you do have to be prepared when you are called on and participate 
in or complete exercises and problems during class.


WORKLOAD EXPECTATIONS: 


The American Bar Association standards for accrediting law schools define “a “credit hour” 
as an amount of work that reasonably approximates: (1) not less than one hour of classroom or 
direct faculty instruction and two hours of out-of-class student work per week for fifteen 
weeks, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time.” This is a 3- credit 
hour class, meaning that we will spend two 75-minute blocks of time together each week. The 
amount of assigned reading and out of class preparation should take you about 3 hours for each 
class session and 6 hours for the week. All told, applying the ABA standard to the number of 
credits offered for this class, you should plan on spending a total of 9 hours per week (3 in class 
and 6 preparing for class) on course-related work.
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Class Schedule
Note: This is a tentative class schedule which may be adjusted due to any unforeseen 
circumstances. The instructor will notify students as soon as possible in advance of any 
changes to the test schedule. 


WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND OUTLINE:


Below is a list of the reading assignments and topics for each course session. The sessions are 
organized within an outline format that is intended to give you an overview of how each session 
fits into the larger structure of the course. I may adjust the assignments depending on how fast 
we move through the material; I will give you advance notice of changes and update the syllabus 
as we go. I may also assign additional reading or distribute problems to be worked in advance of 
class. If I do, I will notify the class via email. 


Homework Assignment: Students are required to write an answer to a hypothetical essay each 
week. Your response MUST be in IRAC format and you must respond to all of the calls of the 
question. Your answer should state the rule correctly and the analysis MUST use the facts in the 
essay. Your essay MUST be emailed to the professor two days before class. 


Friday 8/19/2022 


CHAPTER 2- SOURCES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAW


Case Pages
- McDonald v. City of Orange p. 24
- Rochin v. California p. 27
- Breithaupt v. Abram p. 28
- Schmerber v. California p. 29
- County of Sacramento v. Lewis p. 30
- McNabb v. U.S. p. 31
- U.S. v. Payner p. 33
- U.S. v. Hasting p. 33


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 1. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 8/26/2022 


CHAPTER 6- ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Case Topic Pages


- Wolf v. Colorado Exclusion of Evidence pp, 209-211
- Mapp v. Ohio Exclusion of Evidence pp. 211-215
- United States v. Leon Good Faith Rule pp. 217-224
- Katz v. United States Expectation of Privacy pp, 240-243
- Florida v. Jardines Curtilage pp. 245-249
- Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 2. You should 


allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).







Friday 9/2/2022-


CHAPTER 6 (cont.)- ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Case Topic Pages


- United States v. Jones GPS Tracking pp. 255-260
- Carpenter v. United States Cell Phone Tracking pp. 260-264
- Illinois v. Gates Probable Cause /Warrant pp. 282-287
- Maryland v. Pringle Passenger EOP pp, 296-301
- Coolidge v. New Hampshire Neutral Magistrate p. 302
- Rocker v. Commonwealth Neutral Magistrate p. 302


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 3. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 9/9/2022- 


CHAPTER 6 (cont.)- ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Case Topic Pages


- People v. Bilsky Magistrate Shopping p. 302
- Steel v. United States Specificity p. 303
- Go Bart v. United States Seized Items p. 304
- State v. Swift Validity p. 306
- U.S. v. Archibald Passage of time p. 306
- U.S. v. Jones Delays p. 306
- Richards v. Wisconsin Knock p. 308


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 4. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 9/16/2022
CHAPTER 6 (cont.)- ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE


Case Topic Pages
U.S. v. Banks Wait Time p. 308


- Michigan v. Summers Detention of People p. 311
- Horton v. California Seizing Items p. 314
- Groh v. Ramirez Receipt p. 315
- State v. Mansor Computers p. 315
- State v. Evers Computer Porn p. 315


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 5. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).







Friday 9/23/2022
CHAPTER 12- SCOPE OF THE EXCLUSIONARY RULES


Case Topic Pages
- Rakas v. Illinois Suppress Evidence pp.796-799
- Minnesota v. Carter Claim of 4th Protection pp. 807-810
- Wong Sun v. United States Statements pp. 811-812
- Utah v. Strieff pp. 816-819
- Murray v. United States Independent Source pp. 822-824


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 6. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 9/30/2022
CHAPTER 7- WARRANTLESS AND LESSER-GROUNDS SEARCH AND SEIZURES


Case Topic Pages
- United States v. Watson Warrantless Arrest pp. 321-330
- United States v. Robinson Search Incident to Arrest pp. 331-351
- Birchfield v. North Dakoita Forced DUI Blood pp. 346-351
- Maryland v. King Taking DNA Samples pp. 351-356
- Chimmel v. California Search Incident to Arrest pp, 356-361
- Kentuckey v. King Exigent Circumstances pp, 361-369
- Payton v. New York Exigent Circumstances pp. 369-376
- California v. Carney Automobile Exception pp. 376-382


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 7. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 10/7/2022
CHAPTER 7 (cont.)- WARRANTLESS AND LESSER-GROUNDS SEARCH AND 
SEIZURES


Case Topic Pages
- California v. Acevedo Vehicle Search pp, 382-391
- Arizona v. Grant Vehicle Search pp, 391-401
- Terry v. Ohio Stop and Frist pp. 401-407
- Schneckloth v. Bestamonte Nature of Consent pp. 441-445
- Illinois v. Rodrigues Third Party Consent pp. 451-458


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 8. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 10/14/2022- Midterm 







Friday 10/21/2021 
CHAPTER 4
RIGHT TO COUNSEL


Case Topic Pages 
- Bettes v. Brady Right to Counsel pp.66-68
- Gideon v. Wainwright Fundamental right pp. 68-70
- Argersinger V. Hamlin pp. 74-75
- Rothgery v. Gillespie County Arraignment pp. 80-84
- Ross v. Moffitt Discretionary hearings pp. 95-97
- Faretta v. California Pro Se defense pp. 99-102
- United States v. Gonzales-Lopez Choice of Counsel pp. 113-118


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 9. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 10/28/2022
CHAPTER 5
PERFORMANCE OF COUNSEL


Case Topic Pages
- Strickland v. Washington Effective Assistance pp. 126-135
- Weaver v. Massachusetts Public Trial pp. 143-150
- Harrington v. Richter Federal Relief  pp. 151-159
- Kuren v. Luzeme County Denial of Counsel pp.171-175
- Wheat v. United States Counsel of Choice pp. 189-193
- McCoy v. Louisiana Client Choice pp.196-204


 Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 10. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 11/4/2022
CHAPTER 9
POLICE INTERROGATIONS AND CONFESSIONS


Case Topic Pages
- Miranda v. Arizona Miranda Rights pp. 506-528
- JDB v. North Carolina Custody Defined pp.525-528
- Howes v. Fields Interrogation Defined pp. 529-532
- Rhode Island v. Innis Interrogation pp. 533-537
- Pennsylvania v. Muniz Interrogation pp. 542-544 
- New York v. Quarles Miranda Warning pp. 544-548
- Duckworth v. Eagan Miranda Warning pp. 550-551


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 11. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).







Friday 11/11/2022
POLICE INTERROGATIONS AND CONFESSIONS (cont.)


- Moran v. Burbine Voluntary Confession pp. 566-559
- Berghuis v. Thompkins Waiver pp. 565-570
- Davis v. United States Waiver pp. 572-574
- Maryland v. Shatzer Waiver pp. 577-581
- Salinas v. Texas Witness Statement pp. 586-589
- Dickerson v. United States Interpretation pp. 594-600
- Chavez v. Martinez 5th Amendment pp. 607-612


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 12. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 11/18/2022
POLICE INTERROGATIONS AND CONFESSIONS (cont.)


Case Topic Pages
- United States v. Patane Self Incrimination pp. 614-616
- Missouri v. Siebert Interrogation Technique pp. 618-623
- Brewer v. Williams Represented Suspect pp. 624-629
- Patterson v. Illinois Waiver pp. 635-637
- Montejo v. Louisiana Appointment of Counsel pp. 640-649
- Texas v. Cobb 6th Amendment pp. 651-655
- Miller v. Fenton Voluntary pp. 658-662
- Colorado v. Connelly Coercion pp, 666-669


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 13. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 11/25/2022
CHAPTER 8
UNDERCOVER INVESTIGATIONS


Case Topic Pages
- Hoffa v. United States 6th Amendment pp. 459-463
- Sherman v. United States Voluntary pp. 468-473
- Jacobson v. United States Coercion pp. 477-482


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 14. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).







LINEUPS, SHOWUPS, AND OTHER PRE-TRIAL IDENTIFICATION PROCEDURES


Case Topic Pages
- Manson v. Brathwaite Due Process pp. 696-707


Write a response to the essay provided by the professor, Essay Assignment 15. You should 
allocate 15-30 minutes to reading and outlining an answer, and 1.5 hours writing your 
response (2 hours).


Friday 12/4/21
SEMESTER REVIEW
REVIEW FOR FINAL


Friday 12/11/21 FINAL EXAMINATION


Note: This is a tentative class schedule which may be adjusted due to any unforeseen 
circumstances. The instructor will notify students as soon as possible in advance of any 
changes to the test schedule. 






PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW

COURSE SYLLABUS

AND

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES



Title of Course:		TORTS

Semester:			[TBD]

Professor:			Robert K. Kasamatsu, Esq., DPM, MSed

Professor’s Tel. No.:		(626) 617-2569

Professor’s Email Address:	rkasamatsu@lkllplawyers.com

Office hours: 			By Appointment via Teleconference or Zoom

Class Meetings:		FRIDAY Evenings, 6:30-10:00 

				(Unless Otherwise Noted or Advised)

			

     I.	      COURSE MATERIALS



· Prosser, Wade and Schwartz Torts Cases and Materials 14th Edition

Required textbook shall be brought to class plus series mandatory keyed to casebook. (Please note: Must purchase the “casebook” plus version in order to have an online access)

· Black’s Law Dictionary – Recommended 

· Barbri Outlines Torts - Recommended



II. COURSE OBJECTIVES



This is a two term “torts” course. Torts is usually studied as a first-year subject matter. Torts law is known as a civil wrong for which the law realizes a legal remedy on behalf of a private person. Typically, the legal remedy is either in the form of monetary damages or injunctive relief.



As a law student, you will develop skills and techniques in case briefing, case analysis as well as legal reasoning.  Students are expected to “think” and “write” like lawyers.



III. GRADING



This course is divided into two semesters (Torts I and Torts II). The grade earned

after the first semester will be the final grade for the fall semester, and the grade

earned at the end of the second semester will be the grade for the spring semester.

Each examination will consist of essay questions and multistate type multiple choice question (MBE).  Exam grading will take place via ExamSoft.  These examinations are blindly graded.



In addition to the graded examination, students will be assigned practice examinations and other assignments.  



       IV.        CLASS PARTICIPATION



      This class follows the Socratic Method, a foundation for critical thinking.  As 

      such, the students are expected to be prepared in class for thorough discussion of 

      tort topics particular to that day in question, or prior lectures.  Participation will 

      count towards the grading process, namely adjustments may be made one-third of 

a letter grade, a B+ would become an A- or B.  Students will be called upon to 

      either properly brief a case, cite relevant law and discussion of applicable tort law 

      and its elements.



V.	       ATTENDANCE

 

		It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every 			class.  Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more 			than 20% of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course 			and will be administratively withdrawn from the class.  Moreover, a student 			who is late or unprepared for class – or who leaves class early -- may be deemed 			absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse 			any absence.

VI.	        ELECTRONIC DEVICES



Students are to turn off cell phones before class. Those who wish to use the

laptops to take notes may do so.  Students are prohibited from surfing the internet, checking emails, instant messaging, and texting during class time.



VII.        ASSIGNMENTS



Generally, this torts class will cover various topics in class.  These assignments

are subject to change depending on the progress in class.

The assigned pages include both the cases and the case books author’s notes about 

them.  This torts class will focus on relevant subject matters and issues most 

relevant to the student’s learning process and for the California Bar Exam 

preparation.



In addition to case review, additional cases will be presented and discussed to supplement the topic at hand.



Application of issues of torts will also be evaluated.  Students will learn to apply the law to the facts presented.  Students will learn how to decipher between irrelevant facts (red herrings) versus relevant facts.  Students are to learn how to properly analyze in detail the materials presented. 



Students shall create an outline as each area of tort law is reviewed. Students are encouraged to memorize the elements of the issues of tort law as it is important to master the practical application to fully prepare for this class as well as for the California Bar Examination.



	VIII.    WRITTEN BRIEFS



Starting from Week 2 schedule, for each weekly session, the student is to prepare a written I.R.AC. (Issue/Rule/Application of material facts/Conclusion) brief of each case in the assigned casebook section as designated, and to bring the brief to class for discussion.  The student is also to be ready to discuss the “notes and questions.”  The notes and questions section need not be in a written format. 



























































COURSE SCHEDULE - FALL



		Class

		Date

		Reading: Pre-Class Assignment

		   Topic Covered

		Post-Class Assignment



		1.

		

		Prosser Chapter 1: pp.1-16

Notes & Questions

pp.5-6 (Qs 1,3); p.10 (Q.3)

p.16 (Qs 3,5) 



Prosser Chapter 2: pp.17-33

Notes & Questions

Intent p. 20 (Qs.1-5); pp.23-24 (Qs. 2-4); p.27 (Q.3); pp.29-31 (Qs.1,2,7); p. 32 (Qs. 1,2)



		Development of Liability Based 

upon Fault.







Intentional Interference with Person or Property

		



		2.

		

		Prosser Chapter 2: pp.33-78

Notes & Questions

Battery pp.33-34 (Qs.1,2); pp.38-39 (Qs.1-8); p.41 (Qs.3,4).



Assault p.42 (Q.1); pp.44-45 (Qs.1-9)



False Imprisonment pp.50-51 (Qs.1,3)

pp.52-53 (Qs. 1-5); p.55 (Qs. 2,3); pp.57-58 (Qs. 1-4).



Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress pp.61-62 (Qs.3,5,6); pp.65-66 (Qs.3-5); pp.69-74 (Qs.1-11); pp.76-77 (Qs.2,3)



		Intentional Interference with Person or Property

		Chap. 1 Quiz

(10 Questions)





		3.

		

		Prosser Chapter 2: pp.78-107

Notes & Questions

Trespass to Land pp.79-80 (Qs.4,6,7); p.82 (Qs.1,2); pp. 85-86 (Qs. 1-3)



Trespass to Chattels pp.87-88 (Qs.1,4,5); p.93 (Q.3)



Conversion pp.96-99 (Qs.2,3,6-9)







Prosser Chapter 3: pp.107-120

Notes & Questions

Consent pp.109 (Qs.1-3); pp110-111 (Qs.1-5); pp.114-117 (Qs.1-8, 10, 11, 13); pp.118-121 (Qs.1,2,5-8).



		Intentional Interference with Person or Property























Privileges 

		Intentional Tort Essay



		4.

		

		Prosser Chapter 3: pp.121-149

Notes & Questions

Self Defense, Defense of Others, Defense of Property pp.130-131 (Qs.3,4,5 D, F)



Recovery of Property p.136 (Qs.1,2A, B, C).



Necessity pp.138-140 9Qs.1,2,6); pp.142-143 (Qs. 2,4,5).

Authority of Law, Discipline, Justification.



		Privileges (Cont.)

		Chapter 2 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Intentional Tort Essay



		5.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.151-168

Notes & Questions

Negligence Formula pp.154-155 (Qs.1,4,5); p.156 (Qs.1,4); pp.159-160 (Qs.5,6,9); p.162 (Q.1); p.164 (Qs.1,2); pp.166-168 (Qs.1,3-5).



Prosser Chapter 4: pp.169-195

Notes & Questions

The Reasonable Prudent Person pp.171-172 (Qs. 3-5); pp.174-175 (Qs. 5,6); p.177 (Q.1); pp.181-183 (Qs.3,4,6); pp.186-187 (Qs.1,4,7,8); pp.189-191 (Qs.1,3-6)





		Negligence













The Standard of Care

		Chap. 2-4 Quiz

(20 Questions)



Intentional Tort Essay





MBE Practice

10 Questions



		6.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.195-228

Notes & Questions

The Professional pp.197-200 (Qs.1-9); pp.203-205 (Qs.2,3,4); pp.207-209 (Qs.1-5); pp.213-2014 (Qs. 1,3); pp.218-220 (Qs. 2-6); pp.224-227 (Qs.1,3,5,6-8).



Aggravated Negligence pp.223-233



Prosser Chapter 4: p.235 (Qs. 2.4)



Prosser Chapter 4: pp.236-251

Notes & Questions

Applicability of Statute pp.240 (Qs.1,2).



		Negligence (Cont.)





















Rules of Law



Violation of Statute





		Chap.4 Quiz

(10 Questions)



		7.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.252-260

Notes & Questions

p.253 (Q.1); p.257 (Q.1)



Prosser Chapter 4:  pp.260-268







Prosser Chapter 4: pp.268-288

Notes & Questions

p.283 (Q.2)



		Negligence (Cont.)

Effect to Statute





Proof of Negligence 

Court and Jury

Circumstantial Evidence



Res Ipsa Loquitur

		Chap.4 Quiz

(20 Questions)





Violation of Statute Essay



		8.

		

		Prosser Chapter 5: pp.289-320

Notes & Questions

pp.291-293 (Qs.4,6,8)

Professional Causation p.299 (Q.3)

p.301 (Q.1); p.307 (Q1).





Prosser Chapter 5: pp.320-324	

		Negligence (Cont.)

Sine Qua Non










Concurrent Causes Problems in Determining Which Party Caused the Harm



		Chap.4 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Add Case

Ybarra v. Spaniard



Res Ipsa Loquitur Essay



		9.

		

		Prosser Chapter 6: pp.335-369

Notes & Questions

Unforeseen Consequences p.341 (Q.1); p.348 (Qs.1-4); p.352 (Q.4); pp.359-362 (Qs.2,5,8).



Prosser Chapter 6: pp.369-375







MIDTERM EXAMINATION

		Negligence (Cont.)

Proximate or Legal Cause, Scope of Liability





Intervening Causes







One Hour Essay

		Chap.5 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Causation Essay





Daubert & Frye Standard Discussion & Handout



		10.

		

		Prosser Chapter 6: pp.376-414

Notes & Questions

p.376 (Q.1); pp.382-383 (Qs.1,2); p.391 (Q.9).

Public Policy, Shifting Responsibility



Prosser Chapter 7: pp.415-441

		Negligence (Cont.)

Proximate or Legal Cause (Cont.), Intervening Causes







Joint Tortfeasors, Liability & Joinder of Defendants, Satisfaction & Release



		Chap.5 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Causation Essay

Additional Case:

Gibson v. Garcia



MBE Practice

(10 Questions)



		11.

		

		Prosser Chapter 7: pp.441-454





Notes & Questions

p.445 (Qs.1,4); p.449 (Qs.1,2)



pp.452-453 (Qs.1,2)





Prosser Chapter 8: pp.455-469

Notes & Questions

p.460 (Q.1); p. 463 (Qs.1,2,4); p.466 (Qs.2,4); p.469 (Qs.1,2,4).

		Negligence (Cont.)

Joint Tortfeasors (Cont.)

Contribution & Indemnity



Apportionment of Damages



Duty of Care, Privity of Contract (Misfeasance v. Nonfeasance)

		Chap.6 Quiz

(20 Questions)



Causation Essay

Intervening Causes







Duties of Affirmative Action (Handout) of various duties

(3 pages of detailed discussion)





		12.































13.

		

		Prosser Chapter 8: pp.470-491





Notes & Questions

pp.485-486 (Q.1,3); pp.489-490 (Q.2).

Pure Economic Loss pp.491-504





Prosser Chapter 8: pp.504-520

Notes & Questions

pp.518-520 (Qs.1,3,4)









Prosser Chapter 8: pp.520-543

Notes & Questions

pp.532-535 (Qs.1,5,6)



Prosser Chapter 9: pp.543-557

Notes & Questions

Outside the Premises pp.538-539 (Qs.1-4); pp.541-542 (Qs,1-7,9).

One the Premises pp.543-547 (Qs.1-5).

Licensees pp.547-550 (Qs.3,5).

Invitees pp.551-557 (Qs. 3-7)



		Negligence (Cont.)

Duty of Care (Cont.)

Failure to Act













Emotional Distress













Negligence (Cont.)

Unborn Children





Owners and Occupiers of Land over the Premises

		Contribution, Indemnity, Apportionment of Damages Essay



10 MBE Practice Review.



Direct Plaintiff v. Bystander Discussion (Handout)



10 MBE NIED Review

Quiz 3

(20 Questions)





Owner and Occupier of Land MBE (10 Qs & 1 Essay)







		14.

		

		Prosser Chapter 9: pp.557-580



Notes & Questions

Children, Persons Privileged to Enter Irrespective of Landowners, Consent, Rejection of Merging Categories pp.565-566 (Qs.2-4).



Prosser Chapter 9: pp.567-578

pp.570 (Q.1); pp.573-574 (Qs.2,3).



Prosser Chapter 10: pp.581-592

Notes & Questions

p.580 (Qs.1,4)

Personal Injuries pp.592-599

Economic & Noneconomic Losses



		Negligence (Cont.)

Owners and Occupiers of Land (Cont.)

Persons Outside the Established Categories







Lessor and Lessee





Damages

		Owner & Occupier Essay (2)

Quiz 3 (10 Qs)



		15.

		

		Prosser Chapter 10: pp.602-629



Notes & Questions

pp.604-606 (Qs.3,7)

Physical Harm to Property, Punitive Damages pp.617-618 (Qs.6-8)









Prosser Chapter 11: pp.631-648 (Qs. 1-16); p.644 (Qs. 1,5,6)







Prosser Chapter 11: pp.648-658

Notes & Questions

pp.652-653 (Qs.7-10, 15)



Prosser Chapter 12: pp.671-701

Notes & Questions

Pp660-662 (Qs.1,3,4,5)

pp.665-666 (Qs. 1,2,4)

pp.671-673(Qs.6,7,8)

pp.683-685 (Qs.2C,4)

pp.686-690 (Qs.1-7)

		Negligence (Cont.)

Damages, Personal Injuries (Cont.)

















Wrongful Death









Survival







Negligence (Cont.)

Defenses, Contributory Negligence

Comparative Negligence

Assumption of Risk, Express and Implied 





		Practice Negligence Essays



Added Case

Ko v. Maxim 

Healthcare       Services

BMW of North America v.      Gore

MBE Review 

(10 Questions)



		

		

		FINAL EXAMINATION
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW



COURSE SYLLABUS

AND

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES



Title of Course:		Community Property

Semester:			Fall 2023

Number of Credit Hours:	3.5

Professor:			Francis Logan

Professor’s Tel. No.:		(310) 650-0875 (for emergency use only)

Professor’s Email Address:	Prof.Logan.PCU@gmail.com

Class Meetings:		TBD Evenings, 6:30 pm -10:00 pm, Pacific Time

Location:			On-line only

Office Hours:	By appointment (telephonic/video conference only); use the email address above to request a time.

First Class:	TBD

Exam:	TBD

			



I.              BOOKLIST  

    All Texts Published by West Academic Are Available in Hardcopy and Electronic Form 

	

Required Texts:	Blumberg, Community Property in California (Aspen Publishing, 8th Ed.  2022)



	Goldberg, Examples & Explanations for California Community Property (Aspen Publishing 2016)



	Myers, California Community Property: Guide to the course and the Bar Exam (West Academic Publishing Hornbook Series, 2d Ed. 2021)


II.	COURSE DESCRIPTION

Community Property is a graded, one semester 3.5 unit class in which the student will learn the fundamentals of California’s community property system, which governs both married couples and registered domestic partners (since registered domestic partnerships are rare, this course will assume that all references to ‘married couples’ also include registered domestic partnerships).  Community Property is a topic covered by the California Bar Exam and is very frequently tested.

Property issues between married couples can arise (a) before marriage in the context of premarital agreements), (b) during marriage as property grows and transmutes, (c) upon the death of a spouse, and (d) upon the termination of a marriage by divorce, legal separation or annulment.  This course will cover all of these issues.

III.	METHODOLOGY

The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the facts, legal principles and judicial reasoning of the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.

The size of the class is expected to be in excess of [TBD] students, so not all students will be called upon in every class.  But every student should expect to be called upon roughly equally over the course of the semester.

IV.	REQUIREMENTS

A.	Distance Learning Obligations:



PCU is a distance-learning law school.  According to the rules of the State Bar of California, students must engage in 864 hours of preparation and study per year. 



PCU offers a program of three 15-week semesters per year with two classes per semester.  By simple arithmetic, students must engage in 144 hours of learning per semester, or approximately 9.5 hours of learning per week on average, in this class.  PCU has allocated that learning as follows:

· 4 hours of reading, 

· 3.5 hours of classroom instruction; and

· 2 hours of additional assignments, primarily comprised of short essays.

At the end of the semester, students will be required to self-certify that they have completed the necessary 91.5 hours (144 hours total less 52.5 hours in-class) of out-of-class study.





B.	Reading:	Students will be required to read approximately 45 pages per week out of the assigned casebook.  More reading may be required on occasion.  Reading must be done before class.

				

C.	Assignments:	On the weeks that the assignments include short essays, that work must be completed and turned in to the professor one day before the next following class.

		 



D.	Attendance:	Punctual, prepared attendance of all classes is required.



		Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% (i.e., 3 classes) of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course.  Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for or who leaves early from class may be deemed absent from that class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.





E.	Preparation:	Preparation for class – including, in particular, the briefing of assigned cases -- is required.  Students are encouraged to form study groups to assist each other in analyzing the cases and answering the questions posed by the casebook.





F.	Professionalism:	Students will be expected to exercise a professional demeanor in the classroom and must treat everyone in the classroom with respect and courtesy at all times.



V.	COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES; STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

A.	Doctrinal Knowledge:  Students will learn: the substantive Law of Community Property and the underlying policies of Community Property law.

B.	Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to “think like a lawyer”, i.e., identify legal and factual issues; cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable public-policy considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by applying the cited rules to the facts of a given scenario; and thereby reach a reasoned argument supported by the law and the facts.  Successful students will understand where the facts and law point to a single answer and where ambiguity exists.

C.	Communication Skills:  Students will develop skill in the art and science of: (1) oral presentation by briefing assigned cases and engaging in classroom discussion, analysis and argument concerning the principles of law and public policy then under consideration; and (2) written analysis and argument by drafting written responses to assigned questions.

D.	Professionalism:  Students will develop an appreciation of the overarching importance of the lawyer’s professional obligation to comport themselves at all times in an ethical and civil manner.

VII.	STUDENT EVALUATION

A.	GENERAL:

Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.	A thorough understanding of the legal principles and policies of 		`	Community Property Law; and

2.	The ability to analyze factual situations and apply the appropriate 			law and policy to predict outcomes.

B.	Grading:  This is a graded, one-semester class. It is currently expected that the final examination will be administered online, subject to terms and conditions to be communicated at a later date.   

The examination will consist of three essay questions and will have a three-hour time limit.  IRAC methodology is absolutely required in the responses to essay questions.

Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Handbook, as follows:

90-100%	Outstanding

87-89%	Excellent

83-86%	Very good

80-82%	Good

77-79%	Fairly Good

73-76%	Adequate

70-72%	Minimally Adequate

67-69%	Inadequate

63-66%	Poor

60-62%	Very Poor – but with Academic Credit

Below 60%	Failing with no Academic Credit.

Tests and quizzes, if any, given during the course of the semester will be scored but not included in the final grade.  The purpose of these tests is to demonstrate both to the student and the professor whether the student is making progress on their learning outcomes.






VIII.	COURSE TOPICS

The course will cover the following topics:

THE COMMUNITY PROPERTY SYSTEM

FORMATION AND TERMINATION OF MARITAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

DEFINING COMMUNITY PROPERTY AND SEPARATE PROPERTY

ESCAPING THE STATUTORY SCHEME: PREMARITAL AGREEMENTS AND TRANSMUTATIONS

COMMUNITY PROPERTY PRESUMPTIONS

COMINGLED PROPERTY: BANK FUNDS; BUSINESSES; CREDIT ACQUISITIONS, IMPROVEMENTS, TORT RECOVERIES, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS; GOODWILL; FEDERAL PREEMPTION

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OF COMMUNITY PROPERTY ASSETS, INCLUDING INTERSPOUSAL TRANSACTIONS AND CREDITORS’ CLAIMS

JURISDICTION AND CHOICE OF LAW ISSUES AT DIVORCE AND DEATH

DISTRIBUTION ON DIVORCE

DISTRIBUTION ON DEATH


COURSE SCHEDULE

		Class/Week

		Date

		Reading Assignment



		Topics Covered

		Post-Class Assignments



		1

		

		Blumberg: Chaps 1 & 2, entire

Goldberg, Chap 1

		Class Intro.; Syllabus Review; Intro to CP

		Goldberg, Chap 1 quizzes, all



		2

		

		Blumberg: Chap 8, entire

Goldberg, Chaps 11 & 12

		Inception and Termination of the Marital Economic Community

		Goldberg, Chap 11 quizzes, all

Goldberg, Chap 12 quizzes, all



		
3

		

		Blumberg: Chap 5, pp. 145-185

Goldberg, Chap 2, pp. 12-32

		Avoiding the Statutory Scheme: Premarital Agreements 

		Goldberg, Chap 2 quizzes 1-7



		4

		

		Blumberg: Chap 5, pp. 185-230

Goldberg, Chap 2, pp. 31-50

		Avoiding the Statutory Scheme: Transmutations

		Goldberg, Chap 2 quizzes 8-14



		5

		

		Blumberg: Chap 3, entire; Chap 4, pp. 87-112

Goldberg, Chap 3, entire



		Defining CP; Evidentiary Presumptions Part I – Acquisition During Marriage; Married Woman’s Presumption

		Goldberg, Chap 3 quizzes, all



		6

		

		Blumberg: Chap 4, pp. 112-144

Goldberg, Chap 4, entire

		Evidentiary Presumptions Part II – Joint Title; Family Expense

		Goldberg, Chap 4 quizzes, all



		
7

		

		Blumberg: Chap 6, pp. 231-273

Goldberg, Chap 5, Commingled Bank accounts; Community Business; Credit Acquisitions; Separate Property Businesses

		Classification of Property Part I – Tracing; Business Growth; Credit Acquisitions

		Goldberg, Chap 5 quizzes 1-4  & 27-33



		8

		

		Blumberg: Chap 6, pp. 273-304

		Classification of Property Part II – Apportionment; Tort Recoveries

		



		9

		

		Blumberg: Chap 6, pp. 304-349; Chap 12, entire

Goldberg Chap 5: Pensions

		Classification of Property Part III – Retirement Benefits; Federal Preemption

		Goldberg, Chap 5 quizzes 15-26



		
10

		

		Blumberg: Chap 6, pp. 350-376

Goldberg Chap 5: Goodwill; Education.

		Classification of Property Part IV – Goodwill; Education

		Goldberg, Chap 5 quizzes 5-14



		11

		

		Blumberg: Chap 7, pp. 377- 426

Goldberg, Chap 6, entire

		Management & Creditors’ Rights Part I – Management of CP

		Goldberg, Chap 6 quizzes, all



		12

		

		Blumberg: Chap 7, pp. 427-438



Goldberg, Chap 7, entire



Blumberg: Chap 11, entire

Goldberg, Chap 10, entire

		Management & Creditors’ Rights Part II – Creditors’ Rights







Choice of Law

		Goldberg, Chap 7 quizzes, all









Goldberg, Chap 10 quizzes, all



		13

		

		Blumberg: Chap 9, pp. 501-544

Goldberg, Chap 8, entire

		Divorce Part I – Equal Division; Timing; Taxes

		Goldberg, Chap 8 quizzes, all



		14

		

		Blumberg: Chap 9, pp. 544-56



Blumberg: Chap. 10, entire

Goldberg, Chap 9, entire

		Divorce Part II – Judicial Remedies



Distribution at Death

		





Goldberg, Chap 9 quizzes, all



		15

		

		Review your notes

		Class review

		



		Exam

		

		FINAL EXAM
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW



COURSE SYLLABUS

AND

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES



Title of Course:		Real Property

Semester:			Fall 2023

Number of Credit Hours:	4

Professor:			Francis Logan

Professor’s Tel. No.:		(310) 650-0875 (for emergency use only)

Professor’s Email Address:	Prof.Logan.PCU@gmail.com

Class Meetings:		TBD Evenings, 6:30 pm -10:00 pm, Pacific Time

Location:			On-line only

Office Hours:	By appointment (telephonic/video conference only); use the email address above to request a time.

First Class:	TBD

Exam:	TBD

			



I.              BOOKLIST  

    All Texts Published by West Academic Are Available in Hardcopy and Electronic Form 

	

Required Texts:	(1) Property: A Contemporary Approach (Interactive Casebook Series), Fifth Ed., by Sprankling and Coletta  (West Academic); 



(2) Enrollment in the Casebook Plus Course at the West Academic website linked to that text  (Registration number to be provided by Registrar);



(3) Sum and Substance Audio on Property, 3rd Ed., by Juergensmeyer and Brown  (NOTE:  The transcripts of the audio are not completely accurate); and



(4) Acing Property,  2d Ed. by Colleen Medill (West Academic).





Suggested Texts:	Real Property in a Nutshell, Seventh Ed. by Bernhardt and Burkhart (West Academic)




II.	COURSE DESCRIPTION

The law of Property is a core area of California law, governing the relationship between people and things, both tangible and intangible.  Real Property is a major sub-topic of Property, focusing in particular on the relationship between people and land.  This yearlong course will provide a comprehensive review of the law of Real Property.

Students should note that Real Property is a topic frequently tested by the California Bar Exam both in essay and in multiple choice formats.

III.	METHODOLOGY

The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the facts, legal principles and judicial reasoning of the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.

The size of the class is expected to be in excess of [TBD] students, so not all students will be called upon in every class.  But every student should expect to be called upon roughly equally over the course of the semester.

IV.	REQUIREMENTS

A.	Distance Learning Obligations:



PCU is a distance-learning law school.  According to the rules of the State Bar of California, students must engage in 864 hours of preparation and study per year. 



PCU offers a program of three 15-week semesters per year with two classes per semester.  By simple arithmetic, students must engage in 144 hours of learning per semester, or approximately 9.5 hours of learning per week on average, in this class.  PCU has allocated that learning as follows:

· 4 hours of reading, 

· 3.5 hours of classroom instruction; and

· 2 hours of additional assignments, primarily comprised of (a) listening to a series of audio lectures and (b) completing  multiple-choice quizzes.

At the end of the semester, students will be required to self-certify that they have completed the necessary 91.5 hours (144 hours total less 52.5 hours in-class) of out-of-class study.





B.	Reading:	Students will be required to read approximately 35 pages per week out of the assigned casebook.  More reading may be required on occasion.  Reading must be done before class.

				

C.	Assignments:	Audio assignments will vary in length depending on the topic.  Audio assignments must be completed before class. 

		

		On the weeks that the assignments include multiple-choice quizzes or short essays, that work must be completed and turned in to the professor one day before the next following class. 



D.	Attendance:	Punctual, prepared attendance of all classes is required.



		Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% (i.e., 3 classes) of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course.  Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for or who leaves early from class may be deemed absent from that class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.



E.	Preparation:	Preparation for class – including, in particular, the briefing of assigned cases -- is required.  Students are encouraged to form study groups to assist each other in analyzing the cases and answering the questions posed by the casebook.





F.	Professionalism:	Students will be expected to exercise a professional demeanor in the classroom and must treat everyone in the classroom with respect and courtesy at all times.



V.	COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

A.	Doctrinal Knowledge:  Students will learn: Substantive Law of Real Property; Jurisprudence and underlying policies of Property law.

B.	Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to “think like a lawyer”, i.e., identify legal and factual issues; cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable public-policy considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by applying the cited rules to the facts of a given scenario; and thereby reach a reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.  Successful students will understand where the facts and law point to a single answer and where ambiguity exists.

C.	Communication Skills:  Students will develop skill in the art and science of: (1) oral presentation by briefing assigned cases and engaging in classroom discussion, analysis and argument concerning the principles of law and public policy then under consideration; and (2) written analysis and argument by drafting written responses to assigned questions.

D.	Professionalism:  Students will develop an appreciation of the overarching importance of the lawyer’s professional obligation to comport themselves at all times in an ethical and civil manner.

VII.	STUDENT EVALUATION

A.	GENERAL:  Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.	A thorough understanding of the legal principles and policies of 		`	Property Law; and

2.	The ability to analyze factual situations and apply the appropriate 			law and policy to predict outcomes.

B.	Grading:  This is a graded, two-semester class.  Exams will be administered at the end of each semester.  The first semester exam will cover only the material covered to date.  The second semester exam will cover both semesters of material.  Both examinations will be administered online, subject to terms and conditions to be communicated at a later date.   

Each written examination – both the first semester and full year final examinations -- will consist of two essay questions and 25 or 30 multiple-choice, Multistate Bar Examination-style questions.  IRAC methodology is absolutely required in the responses to essay questions.

If a student’s first semester examination grade is higher than his or her grade earned on the final exam, the first semester exam grade will be weighted 50% in calculating the final course grade, and the final exam grade will also account for 50% of the final course grade.  If, on the other hand, the final-exam grade is higher than the first semester examination grade, the first-semester exam grade will be disregarded and will not be used in any way – such that the final-examination grade will account for 100% of the final course grade.

Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Handbook, as follows:

90-100%	Outstanding

87-89%	Excellent

83-86%	Very good

80-82%	Good

77-79%	Fairly Good

73-76%	Adequate

70-72%	Minimally Adequate

67-69%	Inadequate

63-66%	Poor

60-62%	Very Poor – but with Academic Credit

Below 60%	Failing with no Academic Credit.

Tests given during the course of both semesters will be scored but not included in the final grade.  The purpose of these tests is to demonstrate both to the student and the professor whether the students are making progress on their learning outcomes.

VIII.	COURSE TOPICS

The course will cover the following topics over two semesters:

FALL:

1. The definition of “Property” and its attributes (the bundle of sticks theory)

2. Acquisition of Personal and Real Property; Dimensions Of Real Property

3. Estates in Land

a. Possessory Interests

b. Future Interests

c. Rules Furthering Marketability

4. Concurrent Estates & Marital Property

5. Landlord & Tenant

SPRING:

6. Private Land Use Planning

a. Easements

b. Licenses & Profits

c. Covenants Running with the Land & Equitable Servitudes

d. Common Interest Communities

7. Land Use Regulation

a. Nuisance

b. Zoning

8. Eminent Domain

9. Takings

10. Introduction to Environmental Law

11. Conveyancing

a. Contracts for the Sale of Land

b. Deeds

c. Recordation

12. Financing; Security Interests

a. Providing the Security Interest

b. Foreclosure & Post-Foreclosure Remedies


COURSE SCHEDULE -- FALL

		Class

		Date

		Reading; Pre-class assignment



		Topics Covered

		Post-Class Assignments



		1

		Xx/xx/xx

		Sprankling Chap. 1, pp. 1-45

S&S: 
Introduction to Property (3:32); 
Study Techniques (6:33);
Exam Taking Hints (4:15);
Fragmentation of Ownership (4:27);
Terminology (7:46);
Accession (3:22)

Total audio time: 0:29:55

		Syllabus; Theories of Property; Bundle of Rights Theory; Right to Transfer

		



		2

		

		Sprankling Chap. 1, pp. 45-87

		Bundle of Rights: Rights to Exclude, Use, Destroy

		Chap. 1 Quiz (22 questions)



		
3

		

		Sprankling Chap. 3, pp. 151-182

S&S
The Study of Personal Property Law (4:20);
Introduction to the Law of Personal Property: Terminology and Key Concepts (9:00);
Acquisition of Title Through Finding Lost, Mislaid and Abandoned Property (19:39);
Acquiring Title to Wild Animals (4:19)

Total audio time: 0:37:18

Acing, Chap. 1.

		Acquisition of Personal Property: Rule of Capture; Finders

		Wild Animal essay



		4

		

		Sprankling Chap. 3, pp. 195-212; 182-195;

S&S
Bailments (20:19);
Law of Gifts (28:44)
Confusion (1:54)

Total audio time: 0:50:57

Acing, Chap. 2.

		Acquisition of Property: Gifts, Adverse Possession of Chattels

		Chap. 3 quiz (31 questions)



		5

		

		Sprankling Chap. 2, pp. 89-140

S&S: Acquisition of Title (2:00);
Adverse Possession (23:18)

Total audio time: 0:25:18

Acing, Chap. 8, pp. 356 – 360, 365-371, Problem 8.2

		Acquistion of Property: Adverse Possession of Land; Dimensions of Ownership

		Adverse Possession essay No. 1; 
Chap. 2 quiz (27 questions; skip questions on water rights)



		6

		

		Sprankling Chap. 5, pp. 287-326

S&S: Tenure (41:41);
Estates in Land (3:11);
Fee Simple (12:45);
Fee Tail (8:58);
Life Estate (6:57);
Defeasible Estate (22:31);
Restraints on Alienation (7:09)

Total audio time: 1:43:12

Acing, Chap. 3

		Estates:  Introduction, Fee Simple, Life Estates, Defeasible Fees

		



		7

		

		Sprankling Chap. 5, pp. 326-336

S&S: Future Interests (5:21);
Reversion (5:01);
Future Interests continued (2:08);
Right of Re-Entry (9:23);
Grantees (19:32);
Executory Interest (12:19)

Total audio time: 0:53:44

		Estates:  Future Interests

		Workbook on Estates and Future Interests



		
8

		

		Spranking Chap. 5, pp. 336-353

S&S: Future Interest Doctrines and Rules (0.36);
Doctrine of the Destructibility of Contingent Remainders (6:58);
Doctrine of Merger (5:36); Shelley’s Case (6:07);
 Doctrine of Worthier Title (3:04)
Future Interest Doctrines and Rules (49:47);
Estates and Future Interests In Personal Property (4:09)

Total audio time: 1:16:17

Acing, Chap. 4

		Estates: Rules Furthering Marketability (Rule in Shelley’s Case; Doctrine of Worthier Title; Rule Against Perpetuities)

		Estates Essay No. 2;
Quiz Chap. 5 (31 questions)



		9

		

		Review Your Notes 

		Mid-term Quiz

		



		10

		

		Spranking Chap. 6, pp. 355-378

S&S: Concurrent Estates (17:30);
Accountability of Co-Tenants (18:41);
Statutorily Created Concurrent Estates and Multiple Ownership (4:06)

Total audio time: 0:40:17

Acing, Chap. 5


		Concurrent Ownership

		Estates Essay No. 4



		11

		

		Spranking Chap. 6, pp 379-410

S&S: Marital Property Interests (14:17)

Total audio time: 0:14:17

		Marital Property

		Quiz Chap. 6 (23 questions)



		
12

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 411-439

S&S: Landlord and Tenant (2:56);
Non-freehold Estates (13:19);
Landlord and Tenant Relationships (11:51)

Total audio time: 0:28:06

Acing, Chap. 6

		Landlord/Tenant: Creating the Tenancy

		



		13

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 439–477

S&S: Landlord and Tenant (cont.) (16:15);
Contract Principles (4:41); Doctrine of Waste (12:59); Law of Fixtures (2:33)

Total audio time: 0:36:28

		Landlord / Tenant: Condition of the Premises; Transferring the Leasehold

		Landlord-Tenant Essay No. 3



		14

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 477-499

		Landlord / Tenant: Ending the Tenancy

		Quiz Chap. 7 (37 questions)



		15

		

		Review Your Notes

		Review

		



		Exam

		

		None

		Exam

		










COURSE SCHEDULE -- SPRING

		Class

		Date

		Reading; Pre-class assignment



		Topics Covered

		Post-Class Assignments



		1

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 637-668

S&S:
Prescription (1:50);
Non-Possessory Interests in Land and Private Land Use Controls (2:40);
Easements (13:23);
Estoppel (3:17)

Total audio time: 0:21:10

Acing, Chap. 9

		Private Land Use Planning I – Creating Easements

		



		2

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 668 – 699

S&S
Real Covenants (11:33);
Equitable Servitude (3:26)

Total audio time: 14:59

		Private Land Use Planning II – Easements, Covenants, Equitable Servitudes

		Easements Essay No. 2



		
3

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 700-734

		Private Land Use Planning III – Covenants; Common Interest Communities

		Quiz Chap. 10 (47 questions)



		4

		

		Spranking Chap. 11, pp. 735-767

S&S
Right to Use and Enjoyment of Property (4:51)

Total audio time: 0:4:51

		Land Use Regulation I – Nuisance; Zoning

		



		5

		

		Spranking Chap. 11, pp. 767-807

S&S
Introduction to Land Use Planning and Control Law (12:00);
Zoning (25:24);
Subdivision Control (4:18);
Growth Management and Smart Growth (7:21)

Total audio time: 0:49:03

		Land Use Regulation II – Zoning

		Zoning essay; Quiz Chap. 11 (19 questions)



		6

		

		Spranking Chap. 13, pp. 851-872

S&S
Eminent Domain (3:42)

Total audio time: 3:42

		Eminent Domain

		Quiz Chap. 13 (10 questions)



		7

		

		Spranking Chap. 14, pp. 873-900

Acing, Chap. 10

		Takings I - Introduction

		



		
8

		

		Spranking Chap. 14, pp. 900-927 & Cedar Point Nursery

		Takings II – Categorical Tests

		Takings Essay No. 1;
Quiz Chap. 14 (18 questions)



		9

		

		Spranking Chap. 12, pp. 809-850

		Introduction to Environmental Law

		



		10

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 501-533

S&S
Broker Listing Agreements (9:16);
Land Sales Contracts (0:32);
Statute of Frauds (8:48);
Provisions (0:59); 
Risk of Loss, Equitable Conversion (2:20);
Title (3:23);
General Warranty Deed (0:51);
Merger by Deed (3:00);
Warranty of Marketability (6:34);
Warranty Of Marketability (cont.) (2:20)

Total audio time: 0:38:03

Acing, Chap. 7

		Selling I – Purchase Contract

		



		11

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 533-558

S&S
Deeds (0:38);
Prerequisities for a Valid Deed (5:48);
Delivery and Acceptance (17:35);
Covenants of Title (16:15);
Deeds (cont.) (13:52)

Total audio time: 0:54:18

		Selling II – Deeds; Title Covenants

		Real Property Sales Essay No. 1



		
12

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 558-600

S&S
The Reporting System (5:54);
Recording Acts (2:07);
Priorities (15:02);
Recording Acts: Chain of Title (18:43);
Recording System Reforms (0:26);
Marketable Title Acts (3:07)

Total audio time: 0:45:19

Acing, Chap. 8, pp. 345-356, 360-366, Problem 8.1

		Selling III – Recordation; Title Insurance

		Quiz Chap. 8 (46 questions)



		13

		

		Spranking Chap. 9, pp. 601-621

		Financing I – Creating the Obligation; Providing Security

		



		14

		

		Spranking Chap. 9, pp. 621-636

		Financing II – Foreclosure and Post-Foreclosure

		Quiz Chap. 9 (9 questions)



		15

		

		Review Your Notes

Cumulative Assessment Quiz (100 questions)

		Review

		



		Exam

		

		

		EXAM
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Required Materials: Quick Review of Contracts, 9th ed. Author: Brain, Robert D. © 2018; BarBri Contracts outline © 2019;  
Sum and Substance Audio on Contracts Author: Brain, Robert D. © 2018 
 


Week SELF-


STUDY  
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENT SECTIONS: Study hours will vary from a minimum of 3-4 hours per week to a maximum 


of 8-10 hours depending on the material and complexity 


 


1. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #1    Contract Law: The Basics 
Track 2 Sources of Contract Law Part 2-1 
Track 3 Definition of a Contract Part 2-2 


Track 4 Introduction to the Elements of a Contract Part 2-3 


Track 5 Types of Contracts Part 2-4 
Track 6 When Does the UCC Apply? Part 2-5 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 2: §§ 1-1 to 1-8  Track 3: §§ 1-9 to 1-12 Track 4: §1-13 Track 5: §§ 1-14 to 1-20 Track 6: §§33-1 to 33-14 


  
 


2. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts,  


CD #1    Offer and Acceptance 
Track 8 Offers & Acceptance: Definitions; Objective Theory of Contract; Offeror as the Master of 


the Offer 
Part 3-1 


Track 9 Types of Offers: Unilateral; Bilateral; Ambiguous/Indifferent, including a discussion of 
Hamer v. Sidway; General/Reward; and Cross-Offers 


Part 3-2 


Track 10 Offers as Distinguished from Other types of Situations: Statements of Future Intention; 
Price Quotations; Preliminary 
Negotiations/Invitations to Make Offers; Advertisements; Displays; Catalogues; Offers 
Made in Jest; and Opinions and Guarantees 


Part 3-3 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 8: §§3-1; 3-8; 3-33; 4-3 to 4-5  Track 9: §§ 3-26 to 3-29; 3-32; 4-92 to 4-95 Track 10: §§ 3-8 to 3-25 
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3. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #2    Offer & Acceptance continued 
Track 1 The Effect of the "Normal" Offer: Creating a revocable "Power" 


of acceptance, Rejection; Counter-offer; Lapse of Time; Revocation; Death or Incapacity of 
the Offeror; Death or Incapacity of the Offeree; Non-occurrence of an Implied or an Express 
Condition;  


Part 3-4 


Track 2 When the offeree gets a "Right" instead of a "Power" to accept: "Irrevocable" Offers; 
Option Contracts; Merchant's Firm Offer under UCC; and Events which Terminate even 
"Irrevocable" Offers 


Part 3-5 


Track 3 "Irrevocable" offers, cont.; Special Problems in Accepting Unilateral offers and Offers 
which foreseeably induce Substantial Reliance  


Part 3-6 


Track 4 Special Problems in accepting Ambiguous offers; and in accepting General or Reward 
offers (including Carlill v. Carbolic Smoke Ball) 


Part 3-7 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: § 3-2; 4-27 to 4-71  Track 2: §§ 3-3 to 3-5; 4-72 to 4-78; 4-87 to 4-91 
Track 3: §§ 3-6 to 3-7; 4-80 to 4-86; 4-94 to 4-96; 4-109 to 4-110  
Track 4: §§4-12 to 4-26; 4-94 to 4-106; 4-110 to 4-111 


  


 


4. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #2 & Tracks 1-6 on CD #3  Offer & Acceptance continued 
Track 5 Acceptance by Silence and Inaction Part 3-8 
Track 6 & 
Track 1  


The "Mailbox" Rule AND The "Mailbox" Rule continued Part 3-9  


Track 2  Special Offer and Acceptance Problems under the UCC, other than § 2-207 (but including 
the "Unilateral Contract Trick") 


Part 3-10  


Track 4 Exam Approach to Offer and Acceptance Part 3-12 


Track 5 Overview of § 2-207; The Mirror Image and Last Shot Rules Part 4-1 


Track 6 The 3-step basic analysis under UCC § 2-207 Part 4-2 


Complete the interactive Consideration Multistate Questions 1-25 on the West E-Learning website and FULLY REVIEW ALL 


THE ANSWERS 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 5: §4-112 to 4-117  Track 6 & Track 1 on CD 3: §§4-118 to 4-131 Track 2: §§4-94; 4-97; 4-106 to 108; 4-111
 Track 4: §§3-39; 4-131  Track 5: §§ 5-1 to 5-4  Track 6: §§ 5-5 to 5-7  
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5. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #3    Contract Law: UCC 2-207 
Track 7 The First Step of § 2-207 Analysis: Is there a Contract based on the Exchange of Forms 


Under § 2-207(1) 
Part 4-3 


Track 8 The Second Step of § 2-207 Analysis: If there a Contract based on the Exchange of Forms 
Under § 2-207(1), go to § 2-207(2) to Determine the Terms of the Contract 


Part 4-4 


Track 9 The Third Step of § 2-207 Analysis: If there is NOT a Contract based on the Exchange of 
Forms Under § 2-207(1), go to § 2-207(3) to See if there is a Contract by Conduct, and, if 
so, use the "Knock-out" Rule to Determine the Terms of the Contract 


Part 4-5 


Track 10 The Curious Treatment of "Different" and "Additional" Terms in  
§ 2-207(1) and (2) 


Part 4-6 


Track 11 The "Confirmation" under § 2-207(1) Part 4-7 


Complete the interactive Consideration Multistate Questions 26-47 and all the Indefiniteness and Gap Fillers Questions on the 


West E-Learning website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 7: §§5-8 to 5-13  Track 8: §§ 5-14 to 5-20; 5-22 Track 9: §§ 5-23 to 5-24 Track 10: §5-21 Track 11: §5-27 


  
 


6. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #4    Consideration, Promissory Estoppel, and Modifications under UCC §2-209 
Track 1 Introduction to Consideration Doctrine; Definition of Consideration; Types of 


Consideration; and a discussion of Hamer v. Sidway 
Part 5-1 


Track 2  The "Peppercorn" Theory of Consideration; and Consideration Involving Third Parties Part 5-2  


Track 3  "Gratuitous or Gift Promises "Sham" Consideration; and "Purported" Consideration, 
including a discussion of Kirksey v.Kirksey 


Part 5-3  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: §§ 7-1 to 7-21  Track 2: § 7-21 to 7-22; 7-42 to 7-46  Track 3: §§ 7-22 to 7-29; 7-90 to 7-91 
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7. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts, 


CD #4    Consideration, Promissory Estoppel, and Modifications under UCC §2-209  
Track 4 Good Faith; Illusory Promises, including Personal Satisfaction Clauses, Contracts with 


Termination-at-Will Clauses; Conditional 
Contracts where the Condition is in One Party's Control; Exclusive Dealing, Output and 
Requirements Contracts, including a discussion of Wood v lucy, lady Duff Gordon 


Part 5-4 


Track 5  "Past" or "Moral" Consideration, including the Revival of Contracts Barred by the Statute of 
Limitations or Discharged by Bankruptcy; and discussions of Webb v. McGowan and Mills 


v. Wyman 


Part 5-5  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 5: §§ 7-47 to 7-70  Track 6: §§ 7-30 to 7-40  
  


 


8. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #4    Consideration, Promissory Estoppel, and Modifications under UCC §2-209 
Track 6 The "Pre-Existing Duty" Rule, including a discussion of Foakes v. Beer\ Settlements with 


Incorrect Information; Modifications under 
Common Law 


Part 5-6 


CD #5 Track 1 Modifications under UCC § 2-209, including a discussion of Wisconsin Knife Works v. 
National Metal Crofters 


Part 5-7 


CD #5 Track 2  The so-called "Consideration Substitute": Promissory Estoppel Part 5-8  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 6: §§ 7-72 to 7-89  Track 1: §§ 9-1 to 9-29  Track 2: §§ 8-1 to 8-18   
Track 3: §§ 7-94; 8-20; 9-30   


 


9. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


Offer Acceptance and  Consideration Review 
Read and review all of the class handouts with special attention to the required rule statements and the essays questions and 
sample answers 
Review BarBri Offer Acceptance and Consideration in the outline 


Complete all 15 interactive Consideration Multistate Questions on the West E-Learning website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE 


ANSWERS 
CD #5 Track 3 Exam Approach to Consideration and Promissory Estoppel Issues Part 5-9 


 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 3: §§ 7-22 to 7-29; 7-90 to 7-91  
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10. NO 
Assigned 
Materials 


Complete 50 Offer Acceptance and Consideration Multistate Questions [your choice] on the BarBri 1L Mastery website and 


FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 


 


11. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #7    The Statute of Frauds 
Track 6 Introduction to Statute of Frauds Issues; History and Purposes of Statute of Frauds and its 


Effects; the Vocabulary of the Statute 
6-27 


Track 7  The "Memorandum" that Satisfies the Statute 6-28 


Track 8  Contracts for the Transfer of an Interest in Land 6-29 


Track 9 Contracts which, by Their Terms, Cannot be Fully Performed Within a Year of its Making 6-30 


Track 10 Contracts Made in Consideration of Marriage 6-31 


Track 11 Contracts Where One Person Acts as a Surety or Guarantor 6-32 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 6: §4-112 to 4-117  Track 7 §§4-118 to 4-131 
Track 8: §§4-94; 4-97; 4-106 to 108; 4-111 Track 9: §§3-39; 4-131 
Track 10: §§ 5-1 to 5-4  Track 11: §§ 5-5 to 5-7   


  
 


12. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #7 #8   The Statute of Frauds continued 
Track 12 Contracts for the Sale of Goods for $500 or More: UCC § 2-201, and a discussion of 


Southwest Engineering Co. v. Martin Tractor Co. and Allied Grape Gowers v. Bronco Wine 
Co. 


6-33 


Track 1 on CD 
8 


Modifications and the Statute of Frauds 6-34 


Track 2 on CD 


8 


Reliance, Estoppel and the Statute of Frauds, both under the Common Law and the UCC 6-35 


Track 3 on CD 


8 


Exam Approaches to Statute of Frauds Issues 6-36 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 12 on CD 7: §§ 5-5 to 5-7 Track 1: on CD 8 §§ 5-5 to 5-7  
Track 2: §4-112 to 4-117 Track 3: §4-112 to 4-117 
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13. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 


Sum and 


Substance  


2. Outline: 


Quick 


Review of 


Contracts, 


 CD #5    Defenses to the Formation of a Contract 
Track 4 Introduction to the Concept of Defenses to Contract Formation 6-1 


Track 5 
Capacity The Two Types of Capacity and Ratification & Restitution Issues Common to 
Both 


6-2 


Track 6 Contracts with Those Under 18-years old 6-3 


Track 7 Contracts Involving those with Suffering Mental Infirmities, including being Temporarily 
Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs 


6-4 


Track 8 Exam Approaches to Incapacity Issues  6-5 


Track 9 Mistake The Definition of Mistake and Introduction to the Two Types of Mistake 6-6 


Track 10 Mutual Mistake: Definition, Elements and Effect, including discussions of Sherwood v. 
Walker and Wood v. Boynton 


6-7 


Track 11 Unilateral Mistake: Definition, Elements and Effect 6-8 


Track 12 Exam Approaches to Mistake 6-9 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 4: Introduction to Part IV  Track 5 §11-1  Track 6: §§ 11-2 to 11-8  
Track 7: §§11-9 to 11-27  Track 8: § 11-28  Track 9: §§ 12-1 to 12-5  
Track 10: §§12-7 to 12-20  Track 11: §§ 12-21 to 12-28  Track 12: § 12-34 
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W-
14. 


CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts, 


CD #6    Defenses to the Formation of a Contract continued 
Track 1 The Misunderstanding Doctrine Defined, Explained, and Differentiated from Other Like 


Doctrines; Exam Approach to Misunderstanding; and a discussion of Raffles v. Wichelhaus 


6-10 


Track 2 Introduction to Duress Issues; The Two Types of Actionable Duress and a Discussion of 
"Economic Duress." 


6-11 


Track 3 Duress by Physical Compulsion: Definition, Elements and Effect. 6-12 


Track 4 Duress by Improper Threat: Definition, Elements and Effect. 6-13 


Track 5 Exam Approaches to Duress  6-14 


Track 6 Undue Influence, Defined and Explained; and Differentiated from Like Doctrines; 
Discussion of Methodist Mission Home v. N.A.B. ; and Exam Approaches to Undue 
Influence. 


6-15 


Track 7 Introduction to Misrepresentation Issues; Types of Misrepresentation; and the Differences 
between Misrepresentation in Tort vs. Contract 


6-16 


Track 8 Fraud in the factum: Definition, Elements and Effect 6-17 


Track 9 Fraud or Deceit (Misrepresentation) in the Inducement: Definition, Elements and Effect 6-18 


Track 10 When Silence can be an Actionable Misrepresentation 6-19 


Track 11 Exam Approach to Misrepresentation Issues 6-20 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: §§ 12-28 to 12-33  Track 2 §13-1  Track 3: §13-2 Track 4: §§ 13-3 to 13-15 Track 5: § 13-16  Track 6: 
§§ 14-1 to 14-5 Track 7: §§ 15-1 to 15-3 Track 8: §§ 15-4 to 15-5   
Track 9: §§ 15-6 to 15-14; 1523 to l5-32  Track 10: §§ 15-15 to 15-21  Track 11: § 15-35 §§ 16-1 to 16-4 


  
 


W-
15. 


 During the week prior to the exam: 
Read and review all of the class handouts with special attention to the required rule statements and the essays questions and 
sample answers to properly prepare for the Midterm Exam 
Review BarBri Defenses to formation and the Statute of Frauds in the outline 


Complete all the Defenses to formation and the Statute of Frauds interactive Multistate Questions on the West E-Learning 
website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 


Complete 35 Defenses to formation and the Statute of Frauds Multistate Questions [your choice] on the BarBri 1L Mastery 
website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS  


16. No Class CONTRACTS I MIDTERM. (3 hours) 
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17. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts, 


CD #8    The Parol Evidence Rule  
Track 4 Introduction to Parol Evidence Rule and Interpretation Part 7-1 
Track 5 The Parol Evidence Rule under Common Law, the UCC Defined, Policies, and Effect 


How to Analyze a Parol Evidence Rule Problem, including Mitchell v Lath  
Part 7-2 


Track 6 A Discussion of "Merger" or "Integration" Clauses Part 7-3 


Track 7 Situations when the Parol Evidence Rule Does not Operate to Keep Out Parol Terms Part 7-4 
Track 8 Exam Approaches to Parol Evidence Rule Issues Part 7-5 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 4: Introduction to Part V Track 5: §§18-1 to18-18; 18-32 and §20-1  Track 6: §§18-1 to18-18;  
§§20-3 to 20-8 ; Track 7: §§18-19 to 18-28;  §§20-12 to 20-2019 Track 8: §18-33 and §20-21 
Complete 25 Parol Evidence Multistate Questions on the West E-Learning website and  
FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS   


 


18. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #9    Conditions: Express and Constructive 
Track 8 Express Conditions, including definitions of Condition Precedent and Condition Subsequent; 


Effect of Conditions and the "Strict Construction" Rule 
Part 8-6 


Track 9 Recurring Cases Involving Express Conditions: Conditions of Satisfactions, and "Pay-if-
Paid" Clauses 


Part 8-7 


Track 10 Constructive Conditions: Effect; Necessary to Make Contract Part 8-8 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 8: §§21-2 to 21-36  Track 9: §§21-37 to 21-42 Track 10: §§21-43 to 21-54 


  
 


19. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts, 


CD #10    Conditions: Constructive and the UCC 
Track 1 Constructive Conditions and Breach: Material, Immaterial, and Total Breach Explained; 


"Time is of the Essence" Clauses; "Acceleration" clauses; the "First" Material Breach 
Doctrine; the "Substantial Performance" Doctrine; and Jacobs & Young v. Kent 


Part 8-9 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: § 21-55 to 21-71  Track 2: §§ 21-81 to 21-91 
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20. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD # 10   Conditions: Divisibility, non-cooperation, waiver, & estoppel 
Track 2 Doctrines that Transform Material Breaches into Immaterial Ones: Cure; Divisibility; and 


Waiver 
Part 8-10 


Track 3  Excuse of Conditions: Waiver and Election; Noncooperation, Prevention, or Hindrance by 
the Party Benefitted by the Condition; and Disproportionate Forfeiture 


Part 8-11  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 2: §§21-72 to 21-80 ; Track 3: §§ 21-92 to 109 


  
 


21. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts, 


CD # 10    Conditions: Satisfaction, Non-performance & Repudiation 
Track 4 Prospective Nonperformance or Anticipatory Repudiation; Explanation of Hochster v. De La 


Tour, Request for Reasonable Assurances under UCC § 2-609 
Part 8-12 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 4: §§23-1 to 23-33  
 
Complete the Conditions Multistate Questions on the West E-Learning website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 


 


22. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD # 11    Conditions: Discharge of the duty to perform due to difficulty 
Track 1 Discharge of Duties by Subsequent Agreement: Substituted Performance; Substituted 


Contracts; Novations; Accords; Rescission; Renunciation; and Releases 
Part 8-13 


Track 2  Discharge of Duties by Impossibility, Impracticability, and 
Frustration of Purpose 


Part 8-14  


Track 3  Exam Approaches to Conditions, Performance, Duties and Breach Part 8-15  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: §§24-1 to 24-26 Track 2: §§25-1 to 25-65 Track 3: §§21-111 to 112; 23-34; 24-27; 25-66 
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23. 1. Class 
Handouts  
2. BarBri 
Outline  
3. Quick 
Review of 
Contracts  
4. West 
Multistate 
Questions 
5. BarBri 
Multistate 
Questions 


CONTRACTS MIDTERM 2.                            6:45-9:45 P.M. 


During the week prior to the exam: 
Read and review all of the class handouts with special attention to the essays questions for the required rule statements, the 
correct form of response and factual analysis demonstrated  in the sample answers 
 
Review BarBri outline for Parol evidence, modification of contracts, conditions, performance and breach 
Reread Quick Review for Parol evidence, modification of contracts, conditions, performance and breach 
 
Complete 25 interactive conditions, performance and breach Multistate Questions [your choice] on the West E-Learning 
website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 
 
Complete 25 interactive conditions, performance and breach Multistate Questions [your choice] on the BarBri 1L Mastery 
website and FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS  


 


24. CaseBook 
Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. 
Outline: 
Quick 
Review 
of 
Contracts 


CD # 13  Third Party Beneficiaries, Intended Beneficiaries, Defenses & Vesting 
Track 3 Third Party Beneficiary Contracts Part 10-1 
   


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 3: §§26-1 to 26-52 
  


 


25. CaseBook 
Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #13    Assignment & Delegation The Nature and Effect of an Assignment & Prohibitions 
Track 4  Assignments Part 10-2  
CD # 14 Track 
1  


Delegations Part 10-3  


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 3: §§ 27-1 to 27-62  Track 1: §§28-1 to 28-32 
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26. CaseBook 


Plus:  


1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD# 11    Damages for the sale of Goods and Real Property 
Track 6 Money Damages: Expectation Damage Recovery in Common Law Contracts. 9-3 


Track 2 on 
 CD 12 


Buyer's Money Damages under the UCC: Cover, Market Differential, and Breach of 
Warranty Damages 


9-5 


Track 3 on  


CD 12 


Seller's Damages under the UCC: Seller's Cover, Market Differential Damages, Lost Volume 
Sellers, and Action for Price 


9-6 


Track 3 on CD 


8 


Exam Approaches to Statute of Frauds Issues 6-36 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: §§ 30-48 to 30-65 CD 12 Track 2: §4-112 to 4-117 


  
 


27. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD # 12    Damages for Employment & Service Contracts 
Track 6 Limitations on Expectation Damage Recovery: Certainty, Foreseeability, and Avoidability; 


Explanation of Hadley v.Baxendale; Rockingham County v. Luten Bridge; and  
Parker v.Twentieth Century-Fox Films 


6-27 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 6: §4-112 to 4-117  Track 7 §§4-118 to 4-131 
Track 8: §§4-94; 4-97; 4-106 to 108; 4-111 Track 9: §§3-39; 4-131 
Track 10: §§ 5-1 to 5-4  Track 11: §§ 5-5 to 5-7   


  


 


28. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD # 12    Efficient Breach & Liquidated damages 
Track 5 Miscellaneous Other Important Damages: Nominal Damages; Liquidated Damages and 


Alternative Performance Clauses; Punitive Damages; Interest; and Reduction to Present 
Value. 


9-8 


CD# 14 
Track 2 


Express Warranties; Hauter v. Zogarts explained  


CD# 14 
Track 3 


The Implied Warranty of Merchantability; Warranties formed by Course of Performance and 
Usage of Trade 


 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 5: §§ 30-75 to 30-90 CD# 14 Track 2: §§§§ 35-2 to 35-7 Track 3: §§35-8 to 35-11 
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29. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


 CD #13    Restitution for Unjust Enrichment  
Track 1 Restitution 9-9 


Track 2 Seller's Non-Monetary UCC Remedies: Inspection; the Perfect Tender Rule; Acceptance of 
Goods; Rejection; Revocation of Acceptance; and a Reprise of Cure 


9-10 


CD#12 


Track 4 
Reliance Damages 


9-7 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 1: §§31-1 to 31-34  Track 2: §§ 22-7 to 22-53  CD# 12 Track 4 §§ 30-6; 30-25; 30-65 to 30-74 
  


 


30. CaseBook 


Plus:  
1. Audio: 
Sum and 
Substance  
2. Outline: 
Quick 
Review of 
Contracts 


CD #11    Specific Performance and Covenants not to compete 
Track 5 Equitable Remedies, Including Specific Performance, Injunctions, and Reformation; 


Explanation of Sedmak v. Charlie's Chevrolet;Laclede Gas Co. v. Amoco Oil; and Lumley v. 


Wagner 


9-2 


Quick Review Of Contracts Outline Sections For The Audio Lecture 


Track 5: §§29-1 to 29-40; 32-3 to 32-7 


  


 


31. 1. Class 
Handouts  
2. BarBri 
Outline  
3. Quick 
Review of 
Contracts  
4. West 
Multistate 
Questions 
5. BarBri 
Multistate 
Questions 


 


During the week prior to the exam: 
Read and review all of the class handouts with special attention to the essays questions for the required rule statements, the 
correct form of response and factual analysis demonstrated  in the sample answers  
 
Review the BarBri AND Quick Review of Contracts Outline again for the entire year of contracts 
 
 
Complete all the remaining second semester interactive Multistate Questions on the West E-Learning website and  


FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS 


 
Complete 50 Multistate Questions [your choice for second semester] on the BarBri 1L Mastery website and  


FULLY REVIEW ALL THE ANSWERS  
32. No Class CONTRACTS FINAL EXAMINATION. (3 hours) 
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY  


SCHOOL OF LAW 
 


COURSE SYLLABUS  


AND 


STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 


 


Title of Course:           Contracts I 


Semester:             Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 


Class Meetings:           TBD, 6:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 


Professor:              Lee 


Professor’s Email Address:        Mobilelaw99@gmail.com 


Professor’s Tel. No.:          TBA 


Office hours:             By Appointment on Zoom only 


Contact information and office hours 


Every student is encouraged to contact me regarding any questions or concerns they have about 


this course. I will be available for regular office hours during Saturday afternoons. If Saturday is 


inconvenient for any legitimate reason or to schedule a regular appointment please email me at 


mobilelaw99@gmail.com. We will use our classroom for the meetings, so there will be no 


confusion or alternate logins required. 


I. BOOKLIST 


 


REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. CASEBOOK:  Calamari, Perillo, Bender, & Brown: Cases and Problems on Contracts:  


(7
th


 Ed.) West Academic, 2018   BE SURE TO ORDER THE CASEBOOK PLUS  VERSION, 


BECAUSE SOME ASSIGNMENTS WILL INCLUDE THE WEST WEBSITE MATERIALS 


REQUIRED E-CASEBOOK SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL on the West Academic Website:  


STRONGLY RECOMMENDED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. Quick Review of Contracts Author: Brain, Robert D.;  


2. Sum and Substance Audio on Contracts Author: Brain, Robert D.  


3. Exam Pro on Contracts, Objective [multistate questions/answers] Author: Brain, Robert D.  


REQUIRED REVIEW MATERIAL FREE on the BarBri 1L Mastery Website: 


1. BarBri Contracts and Sales outline and online multistate questions by topic area 


ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. WEST E-CASEBOOK MATERIAL [for further study] on the West Academic Website: 


2. Gilbert Law Summaries on Contracts  Authors: Eisenberg, Melvin A. / Bayern, Shawn;  


3. Step-by-Step Guide to Contracts Authors: Berman, Sara J. / Bracci, Steven J.;  
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II. COURSE DESCRIPTION  


The Contract law course is a graded, yearlong (fall and spring semester) 7-unit course  


The Subject Matter of the Course 


This course will focus on the general legal principles of the common law and the leading 


statutory principles (the U.C.C.) as they apply to the issues and holdings raised by the cases.  


Contracts I covers the formation of a legally enforceable agreement in detail with a focus on 


the creation of an offer; how it may terminate prior to formation of an agreement; the proper 


methodology for a proper acceptance of an offer; the legal consideration that is required to 


enforce the agreement, as well as the application of any legal defenses that could prevent the 


creation of a valid agreement or its enforcement.  


Contracts II begins by determining the final terms of the agreement, and each party’s 


performance requirements and any third party rights that may have been created under the 


agreement. The course concludes with an emphasis on how a party’s conduct can result in 


contract liability by a breach the agreement and then finishes the course by examining the 


monetary damages and remedies available for a breach of a valid, enforceable agreement.  


 


III. METHODOLOGY 


Case Briefing and Class Participation 


This course uses the casebook method in combination with the supplemental materials to 


introduce the substantive law and demonstrate analytical reasoning techniques. Therefore 


every student is expected to actively participate in the class discussion if called upon. Your 


contributions to the discussion, especially in the analysis of the problems, will be your best 


opportunity to discuss the material, raise relevant questions and clarify your understanding.  


All students are expected to be able to brief any assigned case if called upon. Any student that 


is not prepared and cannot participate may be excused from class and receive an absence. 


Every student must be prepared to brief cases on the first scheduled class meeting.  


 


IV. REQUIREMENTS 


A. Reading Assignments 


This casebook has been selected as an overview of the subject matter and it is NOT the only 


assigned material for the course. Students are expected to completely brief the reading 


assignments before each class. You should review the supplemental material that covers these 


cases after we have completed the weekly course assignment. Every topic discussed in class, 


and all of the assigned supplemental material is subject to being tested on any examination. 


B. ATTENDANCE: PUNCTUAL ATTENDANCE OF ALL CLASSES IS REQUIRED. 


C. PREPARATION: COMPLETE AND THOROUGH STUDY FOR AN ACTIVE CLASS PARTICIPATION. 


D. PROFESSIONALISM: STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO EXERCISE A PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR 


AND TREAT EVERYONE IN THE CLASSROOM WITH RESPECT AND COURTESY AT ALL TIMES. 
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V. COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 


 


A.  Doctrinal Knowledge:  The common law of contracts and the Restatement Second of 


Contracts as well as the Uniform Commercial Code. 


B.  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to identify legal and 


factual issues;  cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable public-policy 


considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by applying the cited rules to the facts of 


a given scenario; and thereby reach a reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.   


C.  Communication Skills:  Students will develop oral presentation skills during the 


classroom discussions of the principles of law and public policy under consideration; and (2) 


written skills by drafting analytical arguments, and persuasive responses to assigned questions. 


D.  Professionalism:  Students will learn to appreciate the overarching importance of the 


lawyer’s professional obligation to comport herself at all times in an ethical and civil manner. 


VI. EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 


1. Students will learn to understand the law of contracts, and its continuing societal value 


2. Students will learn to identify and apply legal reasoning to any factual problem presented 


3. Students will learn to transition from using ordinary logic into legal assertions and its proof 


4. Students will learn to advocate a client’s point of view, and use persuasive writing 


5. Students will learn to express themselves orally and acquire a professional viewpoint 


VII. ATTENDANCE POLICY 


It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every class.  


As a registered unaccredited law school, Pacific Coast University, School of Law, is subject to 


the rules and regulations of the State Bar of California. Those rules and regulations specify, 


among other things, the minimum number of classroom hours a student must attend per year.  


Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% of the class 


time in a course cannot receive credit for that course and will be administratively 


withdrawn from the class. Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for class – or who 


leaves class early -- may be deemed absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  


Any student who is unprepared for class may be deemed absent from the full class meeting.  At 


minimum, however, and in the event that a student is absent from a class meeting for a period 


of 15 minutes or less – either by reason of arriving to class late or leaving early – a notation of 


“tardy” will be recorded.  A “tardy” notation serves as the functional equivalent of a “half 


absence” -- such that two marks of “tardy” in a course amount to one full absence.   


An absence from a class for a period exceeding 15 minutes for any reason will be recorded as a 


full absence.  Professors are not authorized to excuse any absence for any reason.  


There will be no opportunities for make-up work. Students who miss examinations will be 


counted absent, even if the examination is rescheduled and completed. 


Attendance is recorded in each class on a roll sheet. It is each student’s responsibility to make 


their presence known during each class. Attendance sheets are turned-in and recorded daily. 


Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence. 
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The Administration will make every effort to notify a student in writing of their peril of falling 


below the minimum required attendance. Students, however, may not rely on the 


Administration to keep them informed of their attendance records. Lack of compliance with the 


mandated attendance requirements can and will result in administrative withdrawal from the 


course.  


VIII. STUDENT EVALUATION 


A.  Evaluation of the student’s legal understanding and performance will be based on: 


Essay Midterms and Final Examinations 


This course will be tested by both essay examinations and multiple choice questions in order to 


provide a realistic assessment of your progress and to ascertain your knowledge of the subject. 


Students are responsible for all of the material covered in every class session, irrespective of 


whether they attended a particular class or not, as well as the required supplemental material. 


At present the course schedule has one (1) midterm for each semester of study and one (1) final 


examination for the second semester of study. Each midterm examination may contain a 1-hour 


essay examination and/or multiple choice questions, and the final examination may consist of 


2-one hour essays and/or multiple choice questions.  


EACH MIDTERM AND THE FINAL EXAMINATION MAY OR MAY NOT INCLUDE MULTIPLE CHOICE 


QUESTIONS. The exact number of questions and time allotted, will be announced prior to the 


examination. Additional graded assignments will also be assigned throughout the course. This 


examination schedule is tentative, and subject to change to accommodate our needs. 


The Scope of the examinations and make up exams 


The scope of each midterm exam will include all the assigned material covered through the last 


lesson prior to the examination, unless specifically exempted. The scope of the final exam is 


cumulative and includes the entire course. For any question about the final exam that is prefaced 


with "Do we need to know . . ." (or its equivalent) the answer is always the same: YES. 


Any student that arrives late for an examination, will not receive extra time to complete the 


exam. You must finish the exam in the amount of time that remains for completing the test. 


Students are permitted to request a separate make-up exam, from the administration. A make-up 


exam may not cover the material in the same fashion or scope as the original examination. 


Students may only make up the final exam by explicit prior consent of the administration. 


B. Course Grading policy 


The midterm exams will have a total value of thirty percent (30%) for the final course grade 


and the final examination will have a value of forty percent (40%) for the final course grade. 


The remaining thirty percent (30%) of the grade will consist of additional graded assignments. 


These values are approximate and may be adjusted + or – 10% to meet the needs of this class. 
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Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s 


Student Information Handbook, as follows:  


 


90-100% Outstanding 


87-89%  Excellent 


83-86%  Very Good 


80-82%  Good 


77-79%  Fairly Good 


73-76%  Adequate 


70-72%  Minimally Adequate 


67-69%  Inadequate 


63-66%  Poor 


60-62% Very Poor –  


but with Academic Credit 


59% or below  Failing –  


with No Academic Credit. 


 


Errata and corrigendum 


Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this document, it is always 


possible that it may contain some errors. If any student notices any inconsistency, or omission 


or duplication of information, please inform me of the problem, and I will correct it promptly. 


NOTE: This class includes a separate skills and performance class that is 


mandatory. The class is 1.5 hours long, so the total class time per week is 5 hours. 


CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE CONTRACTS I 
ALL INFORMATION REGARDING THE DATES, TIMES AND SUBJECT MATTER OF THE COURSE AS WELL AS 


THE NATURE, SCOPE, LENGTH AND THE RELATIVE GRADING WEIGHT OF EXAMS ARE SUBJECT TO 


CHANGE AND ADEQUATE NOTICE WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY CHANGES THAT ARE REQUIRED 
Class 


or 


Week 


Study for each 


class is at least 


4.5 hours 


Class Assignment 


Each class is 3.5 hours 


Weekly outside 


assignments 


3-4 hours 


Course 


Objectives 


1 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 THE 


AGREEMENT PROCESS IN CONTRACT 


   PAGES 1-18 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


2 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 THE 


AGREEMENT (CONT.) PAGES 18-40 


 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


3 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)    


 PAGES 42-45;59-62;70-82 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


4 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)   


 PAGES 94-105; 113-123 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


5 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)   


 PAGES 123-133;142-154 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


6 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 [END] & 2  


OPTION CONTRACT PAGES 212-220 


CONSIDERATION PAGES 221-238 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 
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7 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 2 


CONSIDERATION (CONT.)    


 PAGES 240-253; 260-268 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


A, B, C, 


DE 


8 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 2 (CONT.) & 


CHAPTER 3  MORAL OBLIGATION 


 PAGES 271-282; 287-297 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


9 Review exams, 


outlines, lectures to 


discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


Contracts Review    


Lecture Discussion: No Cases 


 


Refer to  


Addendum 


A, B, C, D 


10 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


AND preparation 


for this exam about 


7 hours 


IN CLASS WRITING 


ASSESSMENT 6:45-8:15 p.m. 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 3 (CONT.) & 


CHAPTER 4: PROMISSORY ESTOPPEL


 PAGES 299-319 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


11 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 13:  


THE STATUTE OF FRAUDS  


 PAGES 843-867 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


12 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 13: THE 


STATUTE OF FRAUDS (CONT.)  


 PAGES 868-884; 898-902 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


13 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CH-6 CAPACITY & CHAPTER 7 


AVOIDANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY 


PAGES 367-370; 385-389; 391-395; 


 399-407; 411-413 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


14 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 7 AVOIDANCE OF 


RESPONSIBILITY (CONT.)  


PAGES 420-431; 450-457 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


15 Review exams, 


outlines, & lectures 


to discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


REVIEW & EXAM ANALYSIS, 


LECTURE & DISCUSSION:  


NO CASES 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


16 Preparation for the 


cumulative exam 


will take at least 


10-15 hours  


MIDTERM EXAM #1 


End of Contracts 1 
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CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE CONTRACTS II 
ALL INFORMATION REGARDING THE DATES, TIMES AND SUBJECT MATTER OF THE COURSE AS WELL AS 


THE NATURE, SCOPE, LENGTH AND THE RELATIVE GRADING WEIGHT OF EXAMS ARE SUBJECT TO 


CHANGE AND ADEQUATE NOTICE WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY CHANGES THAT ARE REQUIRED 
Class 


or 


Week 


Study for each 


class is at least 4.5 


hours 


Class Assignment 


Each class is 3.5 hours 


Weekly 


outside 


assignments 


3-4 hours 


Course 


Objectives 


17 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 5: PAROL 


EVIDENCE & INTERPRETATION  


 PAGES 329-342; 353-357 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


18 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS & PERFORMANCE  


EXPRESS/CONSTRUCTIVE 


CONDITIONS 


PAGES 463-471; 480-486; 500-504; 


507-510 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


19 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.) 


CONSTRUCTIVE CONDITIONS [UCC] 


PAGES 510-528 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


20 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.) DIVISIBILITY, 


NON-COOPERATION, AND WAIVER 


PAGES 529-535; 543-547; 563-568 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


21 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.)  


SATISFACTION, NON-PERFORMANCE 


& REPUDIATION     


PAGES 600-604; 611-625 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


22 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 9: 


DISCHARGE OF PERFORMANCE DUE 


TO DIFFICULTY, IMPOSSIBILITY, 


IMPRACTICABILITY & FRUSTRATION  


PAGES,627-628; 632-642; 649-652; 


654-659 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


23 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 11:  


THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES, 


INTENDED BENEFICIARIES, 


DEFENSES & VESTING     


PAGES 777-781; 784-786; 790-804 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


A, B, C, 


DE 


24 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 12: 


ASSIGNMENT & DELEGATION 


THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF AN 


ASSIGNMENT & PROHIBITIONS 


 PAGES 805-825 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 
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25 Review exams, 


outlines, lectures to 


prepare for this 


exam will take at 


least 8-10 hours  


CONTRACTS MIDTERM 2. 


6:45-9:45 P.M. 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


26 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES  


DAMAGES FOR THE SALE OF GOODS 


AND REALTY PAGES 663-684 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


27 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.)  


DAMAGES FOR EMPLOYMENT & 


SERVICE CONTRACTS    


PAGES 685-706 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


28 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.)  


EFFICIENT BREACH & LIQUIDATED 


DAMAGES  PAGES 717-735 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


29 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: (CONT.) RESTITUTION 


FOR UNJUST ENRICHMENT  


PAGES 737-749 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


30 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.) 


LECTURE SUPPLEMENT FOR 


SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE AND 


COVENANTS NOT TO COMPETE  


PAGES 750-776  


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


31 Review exams, 


outlines, & lectures 


to discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


REVIEW & EXAM ANALYSIS, 


LECTURE & DISCUSSION:  


NO CASES 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


32 Preparation for the 


cumulative FINAL 


exam will take at 


least 15 hours  


FINAL EXAMINATION 


End of Contracts 2 
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AND
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Title of Course:			Pleading & Practice

Semester:				Fall 2023 (August 16 – November 30, 2023)

Professor: 				Ann L. Lakhman, Esq.

Professor’s Email Address: 		alakhman@lkllplawyers.com

Professor’s Tel. No.:			(714) 202-5640

Office hours: 				By Appointment via Teleconference or Zoom

Class Meetings:			WEDNESDAYS, 6:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

					(Unless Noted Below or Otherwise Advised)



I.	COURSE MATERIALS

	

This course is practical in nature.  Students will be provided with materials via email 

on or before the first day of class.  Students are expected to have review the material ahead of class and be ready to participate in all discussion and writing exercises.  Students are expected to submit assignments for grading.  Course materials are subject to change by the professor.



II.	COURSE DESCRIPTION 



“Pleading” is a technical term of a formal written statement of allegations, 

accusations, or defenses presented by the party (litigant) or his/her counsel in the action to the Court.  “Practice” is a general term that encompasses the rules and procedures that governed the operation of the Court. 



Pleading and Practice differs in State Court and Federal Court.  This course is not 

designed to cover in depth of pleading and practice in Courts, rather it focuses on learning the writing technique for different types of “performing examinations” through practice under timed condition. 



     Students will be provided with materials and learn on how to analyze a mock file and produce documents as required in the task memorandum within ninety (90) minutes.  The finished document can range from an Opinion Letter(s) to the Client(s) or Opposing Counsel; Demand Letter to Opposing Counsel; Research Memorandum to the Senior Attorney, or

Memorandum of Points and Authorities in Support or in Opposition to Motion for Summary Judgment; and Briefs to the Court or Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

	

III.	METHODOLOGY



	The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the facts, legal principles, and judicial reasoning of the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.



IV.	REQUIREMENTS



A.  Reading: 			Each assigned materials prior to class. 

B.  Attendance:		Punctual attendance of all classes is required.  

C.  Preparation:		Preparation for class is required.

E.  Professionalism:		Students will be expected to exercise a professional 

  	demeanor in the classroom and must always treat everyone 

  	in the classroom with respect and courtesy.

F. In-Class Writing:		In preparation for in-class writing, students must read,

review, and outline the assigned course material prior to class.

G. Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment: Students must submit each post-class 

homework writing assignment on the due date specified in course syllabus for each week.



V.	COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES



   This course is designed (1) to provide a comprehensive understanding of the law and legal reasoning applicable to the certain area of law; (2) to develop an analytical approach and

format to issue identification and to apply sound legal reasoning to fulfill the specific intent of the document; and (3) to introduce various legal theory and legal doctrine applicable to the 

California Bar Examination and the practical skills expected as lawyers; (4) to execute the performance examination within 90 minutes.



VI.	ATTENDANCE



	It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every class. Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course and will be administratively withdrawn from the class. Moreover, a student who is late (10 minutes) or unprepared for class or who leaves class early may be deemed absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class. Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.  Students are required to turn on the camera during class to receive credit for attendance. 



VII.	CLASSROOM RULES OF CONDUCT



1. No food or chewing gum is permitted during class time.

2. Identify your name when speaking. 

3. Cell phones must be turned off during class time.

4. Using the Internet during class time is prohibited.

5. Professionalism, decorum, and civility during class time are expected.



VIII.	 STUDENT EVALUATION



A. General



Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.	The ability to identify the subject matter and apply the law and facts provided in the file and the library. 

2.	The ability to produce a final written product in a lawyerly like manner.  

B.		Grading

	Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Information Handbook, as follows: 



90-100%	Outstanding

87-89% 	Excellent

83-86% 	Very Good

80-82% 	Good

77-79% 	Fairly Good

73-76% 	Adequate

70-72% 	Minimally Adequate

67-69% 	Inadequate

63-66% 	Poor

60-62%	Very Poor – but with Academic Credit
59% or below 	Failing – with No Academic Credit.



	The grade of this course is PASS/FAIL.  Students are expected to perform and submit all in-class writings and homework assignments.  In-class writings are submitted at the end of each class, and homework assignments must be submitted by the due date specified on the syllabus.  Graded assignments are returned to the students on Tuesdays.  Students are expected to review his or her graded assignments and prepare for in-class discussion.  Students are given one Final Examination which is performed within a time frame of 90 minutes.  Grading for this course will be calculated as follows:



	In-class Assignments		20% 

	Homework Assignments	30%

	Final Exam			50%

	

No late assignments will be accepted without prior approval from the Professor.  Approval will only be granted on GOOD CAUSE.  Students have the burden of establishing GOOD CAUSE. 



COURSE SYLLABUS



WEEK ONE:							Wednesday	August 16, 2022


    	       Class Introduction – the Do and Don’t

	       

       Principles for All Legal Writing:



1. Framing Your Thoughts

2. Phrasing Your Sentences

3. Choosing Your Words. 



      Suggested Four-Step Performance Test Approach:



(A) Read the Instructions and File

1. General Instruction 

2. Senior Partner/Task Memo – Recognize the issue

3. Make a Brief Outline

4. Read the Rest



(B) Analyze the Authorities

1. Statutes

2. Cases



(C) Organize/Outline

1. Review the Problem

2. Color Coded or Plus and Minus System

3. Fill in Detail



(D) Write the Assignments

1. Weave Law and Facts

2. Use Appropriate Style for Your Audience

3. Answer to question asked

4. Write Simply and be thoroughly Superficial: Watch Time.

 

In-Class Discussion:				 In Re Matter of Abigail Watkins

In Class Writing:				 In Re Matter of Abigail Watkins

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:   United States v. Blake Davis (Due 8/18/2023)



WEEK TWO:						Wednesday August 23, 2023

	

In Class Discussion:   				United States vs. Blake Davis

In Class Writing:	  			 In Re Rose Kingsley

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:  In Re Field Hogs, Inc. (Due 8/25/2023)





WEEK THREE:						Wednesday	August 30, 2023



In-Class Discussion:				In Re Field Hogs, Inc.

In Class Writing:       		Consumer Protection Division v. Berhnard’s 

Appliances Inc.

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:  In Re Barnett (Due 9/01/2023)



WEEK FOUR:						Wednesday	September 6, 2023



In-Class Discussion:  	           			  In Re Barnett

In Class Writing       				  State vs. Palm 

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:    Bohmer v. Bohmer (Due 9/08/2023)



WEEK FIVE:						Wednesday	September 13, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:	          			Bohmer v. Bohmer

In Class Writing:     				State v. Martin		   

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment: 	State v. Raymond (Due 9/15/2023)



WEEK SIX:							Wednesday	 September 20, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:	          			  State v. Raymond	

In Class Writing:    				 In Re Anderson

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment: Williams v. A-1 Automotive Center

 (Due 9/22/2023)



WEEK SEVEN:					         Wednesday	September 27, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:	        	   		Williams v. A-1 Automotive Center

In Class Writing:      				 Steinberg & Son Inc. vs. Wye

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment: Miller v. Trapp (Due 9/29/2023)



WEEK EIGHT:						Wednesday      October 4, 2023



In-Class Discussion: 				Miller v. Trapp

In Class Writing:				 Reynolds vs. Preferred Medical Providers

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:   Palindrome Recording Contract

 (Due 10/06/2023)





WEEK NINE:						Wednesday	October 11, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:	           			Palindrome Recording Contract

In Class Writing:       				Meaney vs. Trustee of University of Columbia

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment: In Re Wright Litigation (Due 10/13/203)



WEEK TEN	    						Wednesday	October 18, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:				In Re Wright Litigation

In Class Writing:				In Re Bryan Carr

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:  March v. Betts (Due 10/20/2023)

		

WEEK ELEVEN						Wednesday	October 25, 2023

		

In-Class Discussion:				March v. Betts

In Class Writing:				In Re Mistover Acres

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:  Columbia Resale Royalties Legislation 

(Due 10/27/2023)



WEEK TWELVE						Wednesday	November 1, 2023



In-Class Discussion:				Columbia Resale Royalties Legislation

In Class Writing: 				Monroe v. Columbia Flags Amusement Park

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:	In Re Whirley (Due 11/03/2023)





WEEK THIRTEEN						Wednesday	November 8, 2023



In-Class Discussion:				In Re Whirley

In Class Writing:				In Re Lisa Peel

Post-Class Homework Writing Assignment:	Nash v. Franklin Dept of Revenue

(Due 11/10/2023)



WEEK FOURTEEN								November 15, 2023



In-Class Discussion:				Nash v. Franklin Dept of Revenue

						Review for Final Examination



WEEK FIFTEEN						Wednesday	November 22, 2023

		

THANKSGIVING WEEK– NO CLASS	



WEEK SIXTEEN								November 29, 2023

	

FINAL EXAMINATION
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW


COURSE SYLLABUS


AND


STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Title of Course:

EVIDENCE

Semester:


[TBD]

Professor:


Dean Dezes


Professor’s Cell No.:

(310) 622-5727

Professor’s Email Address:
dean@pculaw.org

Office hours: 


By Appointment via Teleconference or Zoom

Class Meetings:

MONDAY Evenings, 6:30-10:00 






(Unless Otherwise Noted or Advised)

I.              Booklist

Required Texts:
(1) The Rulebook:  Federal & California Evidence Rules, 2020-2021 Ed., by Thomas J. Leach and Emily Garcia Uhrig (Aspen Publishing); 


(2)  The Hornbook:  Evidence Law: A Student’s Guide to the Law of Evidence as Applied in American Trials, 5th Ed. (Hornbook Series), by Park, Leonard, Orenstein, Nance and Goldberg (West Academic Publishing); and




(3)  Glannon Guide to Evidence: Learning Evidence Though 



Multiple-Choice Questions and Analysis, 2d Ed., by Michael Avery 


(Aspen Publishing)

II.
Course Description

Evidence is a graded, yearlong (i.e., two-semester) 7-unit course wherein the student will learn the following during the fall semester of the class: the Mode and Order of the Presentation of Evidence; Objections and Offers of Proof; Competency; Relevance; Special Rules that Exclude Evidence for Public-Policy Reasons; Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit; Foundational Requirements; the Best Evidence Rule; and Opinion Testimony.   

III.
Methodology

The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.

IV.
Requirements

A.
Reading:
All assigned sections of the Hornbook – together with all assigned Federal Rules of Evidence and sections of the California Evidence Code (in the Rulebook) -- are required to be read prior to class. The assignment of a Federal Rule of Evidence means and includes the requirement to read the “Advisory Committee’s Note” following the text of the rule.  Likewise, the assignment to read a California Evidence Code section means and includes the requirement to read the “Law Revision Commission Comment” following the text of the code section.  (Trust me: Those comments can be of inestimable value in helping you to get your head around the meaning, purpose, application and effect of the rules.)

B. Homework 
As a condition to passing the class, students must


    Assignments 
demonstrate a reasonably diligent, good-faith effort with respect to at least 80% of all homework assignments, whether graded or ungraded. All homework assignments are due to be uploaded not later than 11:59 p.m. of the second day following the class meeting in connection with which the homework is assigned.

C.
Attendance:
Punctual attendance of all classes is required.


D.
Preparation:
Preparation for class is required.


E.
Professionalism:
Students will be expected to exercise a professional demeanor in the classroom and must treat everyone in the classroom with respect and courtesy at all times.


V.
Course Goals and Objectives

A.
Doctrinal Knowledge:  The Federal Rules of Evidence and the California 
Evidence Code.

B.
Doctrinal Knowledge:  Students will acquire an understanding of the underlying 
policies and jurisprudence of the rules of Evidence.


C.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to identify legal 
and factual issues; cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable 
public-policy considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by 
applying the cited rules to the facts of a given scenario; and thereby reach a 
reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.  

D.
Communication Skills:  Students will develop skill in the art and science of: (1) 
oral presentation by engaging in classroom discussion, analysis and argument 
concerning the principles of law and public policy then under consideration; 
and (2) written analysis and argument by drafting written responses to assigned 
questions.

E.
Professionalism:  Students will glean an appreciation of the overarching 
importance of the lawyer’s professional obligation to comport herself at all 
times in an ethical and civil manner.

VI.
Student Learning Outcomes


A.
Doctrinal Knowledge: Students will have garnered a working understanding of 
the pertinent principles and theories of the rules of Evidence.  


B.
Professional Analytics – to wit, “Thinking Like a Lawyer”: Students will have 
learned to analyze an issue by applying the pertinent rules of Evidence to the 
facts of a given situation in order to reach a reasoned conclusion and develop a 
plan of action.


C.
Communication Skills (oral and written):  Students will be equipped to 
communicate effectively in the contexts of advocating a position, advising a 
client, eliciting information and/or effectuating a legal transaction.  


D.
Professional Responsibility: Students will have obtained a basic understanding 
of established standards of legal professional conduct, including the ability to 
recognize and resolve ethical issues arising in typical practical situations.   


VII.
ATTENDANCE

It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every class.  Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course and will be administratively withdrawn from the class.  Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for class – or who leaves class early -- may be deemed absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.

VIII.
Student Evaluation

A.
 IN GENERAL:  

Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.
A thorough understanding of the legal principles and policies of 

`
the Federal Rules of Evidence and the California Evidence Code; and

2.
The ability to analyze factual situations and apply the appropriate 


law and policy to predict outcomes.

B.  GRADING:  

As is set forth above, this is a graded, two-semester class. A 3.5-hour closed-book written examination will be administered at the conclusion of each semester – more specifically, a midterm examination following completion of the fall semester and a final examination upon completion of the spring semester.  


The midterm and final examinations will each consist of two essay questions and 25 or 30 multiple-choice, Multistate Bar Examination-style questions.  If a student’s midterm-examination grade is higher than (or the same as) her grade earned on the final exam, the midterm-exam grade will be weighted 50% in calculating the final course grade and the final-exam grade will also account for 50% of the final course grade.  If, on the other hand, the final-exam grade is higher than the midterm-examination grade, the midterm-exam grade will be disregarded and will not be used in any way – such that the final-examination grade will account for 100% of the final course grade.

Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Information Handbook, as follows:



90-100%
Outstanding



87-89%
Excellent



83-86%
Very Good

80-82%
Good

77-79%
Fairly Good

73-76%
Adequate

70-72%
Minimally Adequate

67-69%
Inadequate

63-66%
Poor

60-62%
Very Poor – but with Academic Credit 


59% or below
Failing – with No Academic Credit.

CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE

AND ASSIGNMENTS

		Class/Week

		Date

		Reading Assignment

All references are to the assigned 


Rulebook and Hornbook

		Topics Covered

		Homework Assignment



		1

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 1

Federal Rules of Evidence (“FRE”) 102

California Evidence Code (“CEC”) §§ 2 and 4


FRE 403


CEC §§ 352 and 352.1


FRE 611(a)

CEC §§ 320, 765, 766, 772 and 760


FRE 611(c) 

CEC §§ 764, 767 and 774


FRE 611(b)


CEC §§ 761, 762, 763 and 773



		Introduction; Review of Syllabus

Mode and Order of Presentation of Evidence

		Respond in writing to each of the eight questions posed by Homework Assignment 1, allocating approximately 15 minutes to the researching and writing of your answer to each question.

(2 Hours)



		2

		

		Hornbook: Chapters 3 and 9

FRE 103


CEC §§ 353 and 354

Hornbook: Chapter 8

FRE  601


CEC §§ 700, 701 and 795

FRE  606


CEC §§ 704 and 1150


FRE  605


CEC §§ 703 and 703.5


FRE  603


CEC § 710


FRE  602


CEC § 702


FRE  612


CEC § 771 


FRE  803(5)


CEC § 1237 



		Objections and Offers of Proof

Competency

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 2 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct

(1.5 Hours)





		3

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 8

FRE  601


CEC §§ 700, 701 and 795


FRE  606


CEC §§ 704 and 1150


FRE  605


CEC §§ 703 and 703.5


FRE  603


CEC § 710


FRE  602


CEC § 702


FRE  612


CEC § 771 


FRE  803(5)


CEC § 1237



		Competency, cont’d

		Watch the 1957 film “12 Angry Men” – then respond in writing to the question posed by “Homework Assignment 3” concerning the prosecution’s (hypothetical) motion to set aside the jury verdict of “Not Guilty” based on the contention of juror misconduct in the form of a juror’s introduction into deliberations of a knife identical to the supposedly unique murder weapon. 

(3.5 Hours)



		----

		

		Labor Day – NO CLASS

		----

		----



		4

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 5

FRE 401

CEC §§ 140 and 210

FRE  402

CEC §§ 351 and 351.1

Cal. Const. Art. I § 28(f)(2)


FRE 403


CEC § 352




		Relevance

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 4 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		5

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 5

FRE 401


CEC §§ 140 and 210


FRE  402


CEC §§ 351 and 351.1


Cal. Const. Art. I § 28(f)(2)


FRE 403


CEC § 352




		Relevance, cont’d

		Respond in writing to each of the eight questions posed by Homework Assignment 5, allocating approximately 15 minutes to the researching and writing of your answer to each question.


(2 Hours)



		6

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 6

FRE 407

CEC § 1151

FRE 408

CEC §§ 1152 and 1154 


FRE 409

CEC § 1160

FRE  410


CEC §§ 1153 and 1153.5 

FRE  411


CEC § 1155 




		Relevance: Special Public-Policy Rules

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 6 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		7

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7, §§ 7.01-7.06 and 7.11 (Note potential section-numbering errors in the text)


FRE  404

CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101

FRE  405

CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105

FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415

CEC § 1108



		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 7 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		----

		

		Columbus Day – NO CLASS

		----

		----





		8

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7, §§ 7.06-7.10, 7.12 and 7.13 (Note potential section-numbering errors in the text)

FRE  404


CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101


FRE  405


CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105


FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415


CEC § 1108




		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit, cont’d



		Respond to the short-answer questions comprising Homework Assignment 8

(1.5 Hours)



		9

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7

FRE  404


CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101


FRE  405


CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105


FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415


CEC § 1108




		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit, cont’d

		Study and brief the federal appeal court decision in U.S. v. Kaiser, 57 F. 3d 847 (9th Cir. 1995) – and explain why the result likely would have been different under the CEC

(2 Hours)



		10

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 12

FRE 901

CEC §§ 1400, 1401, 250, 1410.5, 1402, 1410, 1413-1421, 1600, 643, 1552 and 1553

FRE 902


CEC §§ 1450, 1452, 1453, 1454, 1530, 1531, 1532, 644, 645, 645.1, 1451, 1411 and 1412

FRE 902(11)


CEC §§ 1560-1566




		Foundational Requirements

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 10 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		11

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 12

FRE 901


CEC §§ 1400, 1401, 250, 1410.5, 1402, 1410, 1413-1421, 1600, 643, 1552 and 1553


FRE 902


CEC §§ 1450, 1452, 1453, 1454, 1530, 1531, 1532, 644, 645, 645.1, 1451, 1411 and 1412


FRE 902(11)


CEC §§ 1560-1566


Hornbook: Chapter 13 

FRE 1001-1008

CEC §§ 250, 255, 260, 1520-1523, 405, 1550, 1550.1, 1551, 1601 and 1605

		Foundational Requirements, cont’d

The Best Evidence Rule (a/k/a the Secondary Evidence Rule and the Original Recording Rule)



		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 11 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)





		12

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 13

FRE 1001-1008


CEC §§ 250, 255, 260, 1520-1523, 405, 1550, 1550.1, 1551, 1601 and 1605




		The Best Evidence Rule, cont’d

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 12 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		13

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 10

FRE 701

CEC § 800


FRE 704


CEC §§ 805 and 870

FRE 702


CEC §§ 720 and 801

FRE 703


CEC §§ 803 and 804


FRE 705


CEC § 802 




		Opinion Testimony



		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 13 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		14

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 10

FRE 701


CEC § 800


FRE 704


CEC §§ 805 and 870


FRE 702


CEC §§ 720 and 801


FRE 703


CEC §§ 803 and 804


FRE 705


CEC § 802 




		Opinion Testimony, cont’d




		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 14 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		15

		

		----

		Midterm-Exam Review (Time Permitting)

		Draft Responses to Sample Essay Questions


(2 Hours)



		16

		

		MIDTERM EXAMINATION

		----

		----
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW


COURSE SYLLABUS


AND


STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Title of Course:

EVIDENCE

Semester:


[TBD]

Professor:


Dean Dezes


Professor’s Cell No.:

(310) 622-5727

Professor’s Email Address:
dean@pculaw.org

Office hours: 


By Appointment via Teleconference or Zoom

Class Meetings:

MONDAY Evenings, 6:30-10:00 






(Unless Otherwise Noted or Advised)

I.              Booklist

Required Texts:
(1) The Rulebook:  Federal & California Evidence Rules, 2020-2021 Ed., by Thomas J. Leach and Emily Garcia Uhrig (Aspen Publishing); 


(2)  The Hornbook:  Evidence Law: A Student’s Guide to the Law of Evidence as Applied in American Trials, 5th Ed. (Hornbook Series), by Park, Leonard, Orenstein, Nance and Goldberg (West Academic Publishing); and




(3)  Glannon Guide to Evidence: Learning Evidence Though 



Multiple-Choice Questions and Analysis, 2d Ed., by Michael Avery 


(Aspen Publishing)

II.
Course Description

Evidence is a graded, yearlong (i.e., two-semester) 7-unit course wherein the student will learn the following during the fall semester of the class: the Mode and Order of the Presentation of Evidence; Objections and Offers of Proof; Competency; Relevance; Special Rules that Exclude Evidence for Public-Policy Reasons; Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit; Foundational Requirements; the Best Evidence Rule; and Opinion Testimony.   

III.
Methodology

The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.

IV.
Requirements

A.
Reading:
All assigned sections of the Hornbook – together with all assigned Federal Rules of Evidence and sections of the California Evidence Code (in the Rulebook) -- are required to be read prior to class. The assignment of a Federal Rule of Evidence means and includes the requirement to read the “Advisory Committee’s Note” following the text of the rule.  Likewise, the assignment to read a California Evidence Code section means and includes the requirement to read the “Law Revision Commission Comment” following the text of the code section.  (Trust me: Those comments can be of inestimable value in helping you to get your head around the meaning, purpose, application and effect of the rules.)

B. Homework 
As a condition to passing the class, students must


    Assignments 
demonstrate a reasonably diligent, good-faith effort with respect to at least 80% of all homework assignments, whether graded or ungraded. All homework assignments are due to be uploaded not later than 11:59 p.m. of the second day following the class meeting in connection with which the homework is assigned.

C.
Attendance:
Punctual attendance of all classes is required.


D.
Preparation:
Preparation for class is required.


E.
Professionalism:
Students will be expected to exercise a professional demeanor in the classroom and must treat everyone in the classroom with respect and courtesy at all times.


V.
Course Goals and Objectives

A.
Doctrinal Knowledge:  The Federal Rules of Evidence and the California 
Evidence Code.

B.
Doctrinal Knowledge:  Students will acquire an understanding of the underlying 
policies and jurisprudence of the rules of Evidence.


C.
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to identify legal 
and factual issues; cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable 
public-policy considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by 
applying the cited rules to the facts of a given scenario; and thereby reach a 
reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.  

D.
Communication Skills:  Students will develop skill in the art and science of: (1) 
oral presentation by engaging in classroom discussion, analysis and argument 
concerning the principles of law and public policy then under consideration; 
and (2) written analysis and argument by drafting written responses to assigned 
questions.

E.
Professionalism:  Students will glean an appreciation of the overarching 
importance of the lawyer’s professional obligation to comport herself at all 
times in an ethical and civil manner.

VI.
Student Learning Outcomes


A.
Doctrinal Knowledge: Students will have garnered a working understanding of 
the pertinent principles and theories of the rules of Evidence.  


B.
Professional Analytics – to wit, “Thinking Like a Lawyer”: Students will have 
learned to analyze an issue by applying the pertinent rules of Evidence to the 
facts of a given situation in order to reach a reasoned conclusion and develop a 
plan of action.


C.
Communication Skills (oral and written):  Students will be equipped to 
communicate effectively in the contexts of advocating a position, advising a 
client, eliciting information and/or effectuating a legal transaction.  


D.
Professional Responsibility: Students will have obtained a basic understanding 
of established standards of legal professional conduct, including the ability to 
recognize and resolve ethical issues arising in typical practical situations.   


VII.
ATTENDANCE

It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every class.  Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course and will be administratively withdrawn from the class.  Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for class – or who leaves class early -- may be deemed absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.

VIII.
Student Evaluation

A.
 IN GENERAL:  

Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.
A thorough understanding of the legal principles and policies of 

`
the Federal Rules of Evidence and the California Evidence Code; and

2.
The ability to analyze factual situations and apply the appropriate 


law and policy to predict outcomes.

B.  GRADING:  

As is set forth above, this is a graded, two-semester class. A 3.5-hour closed-book written examination will be administered at the conclusion of each semester – more specifically, a midterm examination following completion of the fall semester and a final examination upon completion of the spring semester.  


The midterm and final examinations will each consist of two essay questions and 25 or 30 multiple-choice, Multistate Bar Examination-style questions.  If a student’s midterm-examination grade is higher than (or the same as) her grade earned on the final exam, the midterm-exam grade will be weighted 50% in calculating the final course grade and the final-exam grade will also account for 50% of the final course grade.  If, on the other hand, the final-exam grade is higher than the midterm-examination grade, the midterm-exam grade will be disregarded and will not be used in any way – such that the final-examination grade will account for 100% of the final course grade.

Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Information Handbook, as follows:



90-100%
Outstanding



87-89%
Excellent



83-86%
Very Good

80-82%
Good

77-79%
Fairly Good

73-76%
Adequate

70-72%
Minimally Adequate

67-69%
Inadequate

63-66%
Poor

60-62%
Very Poor – but with Academic Credit 


59% or below
Failing – with No Academic Credit.

CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE

AND ASSIGNMENTS

		Class/Week

		Date

		Reading Assignment

All references are to the assigned 


Rulebook and Hornbook

		Topics Covered

		Homework Assignment



		1

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 1

Federal Rules of Evidence (“FRE”) 102

California Evidence Code (“CEC”) §§ 2 and 4


FRE 403


CEC §§ 352 and 352.1


FRE 611(a)

CEC §§ 320, 765, 766, 772 and 760


FRE 611(c) 

CEC §§ 764, 767 and 774


FRE 611(b)


CEC §§ 761, 762, 763 and 773



		Introduction; Review of Syllabus

Mode and Order of Presentation of Evidence

		Respond in writing to each of the eight questions posed by Homework Assignment 1, allocating approximately 15 minutes to the researching and writing of your answer to each question.

(2 Hours)



		2

		

		Hornbook: Chapters 3 and 9

FRE 103


CEC §§ 353 and 354

Hornbook: Chapter 8

FRE  601


CEC §§ 700, 701 and 795

FRE  606


CEC §§ 704 and 1150


FRE  605


CEC §§ 703 and 703.5


FRE  603


CEC § 710


FRE  602


CEC § 702


FRE  612


CEC § 771 


FRE  803(5)


CEC § 1237 



		Objections and Offers of Proof

Competency

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 2 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct

(1.5 Hours)





		3

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 8

FRE  601


CEC §§ 700, 701 and 795


FRE  606


CEC §§ 704 and 1150


FRE  605


CEC §§ 703 and 703.5


FRE  603


CEC § 710


FRE  602


CEC § 702


FRE  612


CEC § 771 


FRE  803(5)


CEC § 1237



		Competency, cont’d

		Watch the 1957 film “12 Angry Men” – then respond in writing to the question posed by “Homework Assignment 3” concerning the prosecution’s (hypothetical) motion to set aside the jury verdict of “Not Guilty” based on the contention of juror misconduct in the form of a juror’s introduction into deliberations of a knife identical to the supposedly unique murder weapon. 

(3.5 Hours)



		----

		

		Labor Day – NO CLASS

		----

		----



		4

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 5

FRE 401

CEC §§ 140 and 210

FRE  402

CEC §§ 351 and 351.1

Cal. Const. Art. I § 28(f)(2)


FRE 403


CEC § 352




		Relevance

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 4 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		5

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 5

FRE 401


CEC §§ 140 and 210


FRE  402


CEC §§ 351 and 351.1


Cal. Const. Art. I § 28(f)(2)


FRE 403


CEC § 352




		Relevance, cont’d

		Respond in writing to each of the eight questions posed by Homework Assignment 5, allocating approximately 15 minutes to the researching and writing of your answer to each question.


(2 Hours)



		6

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 6

FRE 407

CEC § 1151

FRE 408

CEC §§ 1152 and 1154 


FRE 409

CEC § 1160

FRE  410


CEC §§ 1153 and 1153.5 

FRE  411


CEC § 1155 




		Relevance: Special Public-Policy Rules

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 6 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		7

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7, §§ 7.01-7.06 and 7.11 (Note potential section-numbering errors in the text)


FRE  404

CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101

FRE  405

CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105

FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415

CEC § 1108



		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 7 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		----

		

		Columbus Day – NO CLASS

		----

		----





		8

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7, §§ 7.06-7.10, 7.12 and 7.13 (Note potential section-numbering errors in the text)

FRE  404


CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101


FRE  405


CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105


FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415


CEC § 1108




		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit, cont’d



		Respond to the short-answer questions comprising Homework Assignment 8

(1.5 Hours)



		9

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 7

FRE  404


CEC §§ 1101, 1104, 1102, 1103 and 1101


FRE  405


CEC § 1100 


FRE  406


CEC § 1105


FRE  412


CEC §§ 1103 and 1106


FRE  413, 414 and 415


CEC § 1108




		Character Evidence, “Prior Bad Acts,” and Habit, cont’d

		Study and brief the federal appeal court decision in U.S. v. Kaiser, 57 F. 3d 847 (9th Cir. 1995) – and explain why the result likely would have been different under the CEC

(2 Hours)



		10

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 12

FRE 901

CEC §§ 1400, 1401, 250, 1410.5, 1402, 1410, 1413-1421, 1600, 643, 1552 and 1553

FRE 902


CEC §§ 1450, 1452, 1453, 1454, 1530, 1531, 1532, 644, 645, 645.1, 1451, 1411 and 1412

FRE 902(11)


CEC §§ 1560-1566




		Foundational Requirements

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 10 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		11

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 12

FRE 901


CEC §§ 1400, 1401, 250, 1410.5, 1402, 1410, 1413-1421, 1600, 643, 1552 and 1553


FRE 902


CEC §§ 1450, 1452, 1453, 1454, 1530, 1531, 1532, 644, 645, 645.1, 1451, 1411 and 1412


FRE 902(11)


CEC §§ 1560-1566


Hornbook: Chapter 13 

FRE 1001-1008

CEC §§ 250, 255, 260, 1520-1523, 405, 1550, 1550.1, 1551, 1601 and 1605

		Foundational Requirements, cont’d

The Best Evidence Rule (a/k/a the Secondary Evidence Rule and the Original Recording Rule)



		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 11 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)





		12

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 13

FRE 1001-1008


CEC §§ 250, 255, 260, 1520-1523, 405, 1550, 1550.1, 1551, 1601 and 1605




		The Best Evidence Rule, cont’d

		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 12 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		13

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 10

FRE 701

CEC § 800


FRE 704


CEC §§ 805 and 870

FRE 702


CEC §§ 720 and 801

FRE 703


CEC §§ 803 and 804


FRE 705


CEC § 802 




		Opinion Testimony



		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 13 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		14

		

		Hornbook: Chapter 10

FRE 701


CEC § 800


FRE 704


CEC §§ 805 and 870


FRE 702


CEC §§ 720 and 801


FRE 703


CEC §§ 803 and 804


FRE 705


CEC § 802 




		Opinion Testimony, cont’d




		Answer the MBE-style multiple questions comprising Homework Assignment 14 – and for each question, draft your reasons for believing that each incorrect response is incorrect and each correct response is correct


(1.5 Hours)



		15

		

		----

		Midterm-Exam Review (Time Permitting)

		Draft Responses to Sample Essay Questions


(2 Hours)



		16

		

		MIDTERM EXAMINATION

		----

		----
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY  


SCHOOL OF LAW 
 


COURSE SYLLABUS  


AND 


STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 


 


Title of Course:           Contracts I 


Semester:             Fall 2023 and Spring 2024 


Class Meetings:           TBD, 6:30 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 


Professor:              Lee 


Professor’s Email Address:        Mobilelaw99@gmail.com 


Professor’s Tel. No.:          TBA 


Office hours:             By Appointment on Zoom only 


Contact information and office hours 


Every student is encouraged to contact me regarding any questions or concerns they have about 


this course. I will be available for regular office hours during Saturday afternoons. If Saturday is 


inconvenient for any legitimate reason or to schedule a regular appointment please email me at 


mobilelaw99@gmail.com. We will use our classroom for the meetings, so there will be no 


confusion or alternate logins required. 


I. BOOKLIST 


 


REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. CASEBOOK:  Calamari, Perillo, Bender, & Brown: Cases and Problems on Contracts:  


(7
th


 Ed.) West Academic, 2018   BE SURE TO ORDER THE CASEBOOK PLUS  VERSION, 


BECAUSE SOME ASSIGNMENTS WILL INCLUDE THE WEST WEBSITE MATERIALS 


REQUIRED E-CASEBOOK SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL on the West Academic Website:  


STRONGLY RECOMMENDED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. Quick Review of Contracts Author: Brain, Robert D.;  


2. Sum and Substance Audio on Contracts Author: Brain, Robert D.  


3. Exam Pro on Contracts, Objective [multistate questions/answers] Author: Brain, Robert D.  


REQUIRED REVIEW MATERIAL FREE on the BarBri 1L Mastery Website: 


1. BarBri Contracts and Sales outline and online multistate questions by topic area 


ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED COURSE MATERIALS: 


1. WEST E-CASEBOOK MATERIAL [for further study] on the West Academic Website: 


2. Gilbert Law Summaries on Contracts  Authors: Eisenberg, Melvin A. / Bayern, Shawn;  


3. Step-by-Step Guide to Contracts Authors: Berman, Sara J. / Bracci, Steven J.;  
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II. COURSE DESCRIPTION  


The Contract law course is a graded, yearlong (fall and spring semester) 7-unit course  


The Subject Matter of the Course 


This course will focus on the general legal principles of the common law and the leading 


statutory principles (the U.C.C.) as they apply to the issues and holdings raised by the cases.  


Contracts I covers the formation of a legally enforceable agreement in detail with a focus on 


the creation of an offer; how it may terminate prior to formation of an agreement; the proper 


methodology for a proper acceptance of an offer; the legal consideration that is required to 


enforce the agreement, as well as the application of any legal defenses that could prevent the 


creation of a valid agreement or its enforcement.  


Contracts II begins by determining the final terms of the agreement, and each party’s 


performance requirements and any third party rights that may have been created under the 


agreement. The course concludes with an emphasis on how a party’s conduct can result in 


contract liability by a breach the agreement and then finishes the course by examining the 


monetary damages and remedies available for a breach of a valid, enforceable agreement.  


 


III. METHODOLOGY 


Case Briefing and Class Participation 


This course uses the casebook method in combination with the supplemental materials to 


introduce the substantive law and demonstrate analytical reasoning techniques. Therefore 


every student is expected to actively participate in the class discussion if called upon. Your 


contributions to the discussion, especially in the analysis of the problems, will be your best 


opportunity to discuss the material, raise relevant questions and clarify your understanding.  


All students are expected to be able to brief any assigned case if called upon. Any student that 


is not prepared and cannot participate may be excused from class and receive an absence. 


Every student must be prepared to brief cases on the first scheduled class meeting.  


 


IV. REQUIREMENTS 


A. Reading Assignments 


This casebook has been selected as an overview of the subject matter and it is NOT the only 


assigned material for the course. Students are expected to completely brief the reading 


assignments before each class. You should review the supplemental material that covers these 


cases after we have completed the weekly course assignment. Every topic discussed in class, 


and all of the assigned supplemental material is subject to being tested on any examination. 


B. ATTENDANCE: PUNCTUAL ATTENDANCE OF ALL CLASSES IS REQUIRED. 


C. PREPARATION: COMPLETE AND THOROUGH STUDY FOR AN ACTIVE CLASS PARTICIPATION. 


D. PROFESSIONALISM: STUDENTS WILL BE EXPECTED TO EXERCISE A PROFESSIONAL DEMEANOR 


AND TREAT EVERYONE IN THE CLASSROOM WITH RESPECT AND COURTESY AT ALL TIMES. 
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V. COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 


 


A.  Doctrinal Knowledge:  The common law of contracts and the Restatement Second of 


Contracts as well as the Uniform Commercial Code. 


B.  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to identify legal and 


factual issues;  cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable public-policy 


considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by applying the cited rules to the facts of 


a given scenario; and thereby reach a reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.   


C.  Communication Skills:  Students will develop oral presentation skills during the 


classroom discussions of the principles of law and public policy under consideration; and (2) 


written skills by drafting analytical arguments, and persuasive responses to assigned questions. 


D.  Professionalism:  Students will learn to appreciate the overarching importance of the 


lawyer’s professional obligation to comport herself at all times in an ethical and civil manner. 


VI. EXPECTED STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 


1. Students will learn to understand the law of contracts, and its continuing societal value 


2. Students will learn to identify and apply legal reasoning to any factual problem presented 


3. Students will learn to transition from using ordinary logic into legal assertions and its proof 


4. Students will learn to advocate a client’s point of view, and use persuasive writing 


5. Students will learn to express themselves orally and acquire a professional viewpoint 


VII. ATTENDANCE POLICY 


It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every class.  


As a registered unaccredited law school, Pacific Coast University, School of Law, is subject to 


the rules and regulations of the State Bar of California. Those rules and regulations specify, 


among other things, the minimum number of classroom hours a student must attend per year.  


Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% of the class 


time in a course cannot receive credit for that course and will be administratively 


withdrawn from the class. Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for class – or who 


leaves class early -- may be deemed absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  


Any student who is unprepared for class may be deemed absent from the full class meeting.  At 


minimum, however, and in the event that a student is absent from a class meeting for a period 


of 15 minutes or less – either by reason of arriving to class late or leaving early – a notation of 


“tardy” will be recorded.  A “tardy” notation serves as the functional equivalent of a “half 


absence” -- such that two marks of “tardy” in a course amount to one full absence.   


An absence from a class for a period exceeding 15 minutes for any reason will be recorded as a 


full absence.  Professors are not authorized to excuse any absence for any reason.  


There will be no opportunities for make-up work. Students who miss examinations will be 


counted absent, even if the examination is rescheduled and completed. 


Attendance is recorded in each class on a roll sheet. It is each student’s responsibility to make 


their presence known during each class. Attendance sheets are turned-in and recorded daily. 


Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence. 
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The Administration will make every effort to notify a student in writing of their peril of falling 


below the minimum required attendance. Students, however, may not rely on the 


Administration to keep them informed of their attendance records. Lack of compliance with the 


mandated attendance requirements can and will result in administrative withdrawal from the 


course.  


VIII. STUDENT EVALUATION 


A.  Evaluation of the student’s legal understanding and performance will be based on: 


Essay Midterms and Final Examinations 


This course will be tested by both essay examinations and multiple choice questions in order to 


provide a realistic assessment of your progress and to ascertain your knowledge of the subject. 


Students are responsible for all of the material covered in every class session, irrespective of 


whether they attended a particular class or not, as well as the required supplemental material. 


At present the course schedule has one (1) midterm for each semester of study and one (1) final 


examination for the second semester of study. Each midterm examination may contain a 1-hour 


essay examination and/or multiple choice questions, and the final examination may consist of 


2-one hour essays and/or multiple choice questions.  


EACH MIDTERM AND THE FINAL EXAMINATION MAY OR MAY NOT INCLUDE MULTIPLE CHOICE 


QUESTIONS. The exact number of questions and time allotted, will be announced prior to the 


examination. Additional graded assignments will also be assigned throughout the course. This 


examination schedule is tentative, and subject to change to accommodate our needs. 


The Scope of the examinations and make up exams 


The scope of each midterm exam will include all the assigned material covered through the last 


lesson prior to the examination, unless specifically exempted. The scope of the final exam is 


cumulative and includes the entire course. For any question about the final exam that is prefaced 


with "Do we need to know . . ." (or its equivalent) the answer is always the same: YES. 


Any student that arrives late for an examination, will not receive extra time to complete the 


exam. You must finish the exam in the amount of time that remains for completing the test. 


Students are permitted to request a separate make-up exam, from the administration. A make-up 


exam may not cover the material in the same fashion or scope as the original examination. 


Students may only make up the final exam by explicit prior consent of the administration. 


B. Course Grading policy 


The midterm exams will have a total value of thirty percent (30%) for the final course grade 


and the final examination will have a value of forty percent (40%) for the final course grade. 


The remaining thirty percent (30%) of the grade will consist of additional graded assignments. 


These values are approximate and may be adjusted + or – 10% to meet the needs of this class. 
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Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s 


Student Information Handbook, as follows:  


 


90-100% Outstanding 


87-89%  Excellent 


83-86%  Very Good 


80-82%  Good 


77-79%  Fairly Good 


73-76%  Adequate 


70-72%  Minimally Adequate 


67-69%  Inadequate 


63-66%  Poor 


60-62% Very Poor –  


but with Academic Credit 


59% or below  Failing –  


with No Academic Credit. 


 


Errata and corrigendum 


Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this document, it is always 


possible that it may contain some errors. If any student notices any inconsistency, or omission 


or duplication of information, please inform me of the problem, and I will correct it promptly. 


NOTE: This class includes a separate skills and performance class that is 


mandatory. The class is 1.5 hours long, so the total class time per week is 5 hours. 


CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE CONTRACTS I 
ALL INFORMATION REGARDING THE DATES, TIMES AND SUBJECT MATTER OF THE COURSE AS WELL AS 


THE NATURE, SCOPE, LENGTH AND THE RELATIVE GRADING WEIGHT OF EXAMS ARE SUBJECT TO 


CHANGE AND ADEQUATE NOTICE WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY CHANGES THAT ARE REQUIRED 
Class 


or 


Week 


Study for each 


class is at least 


4.5 hours 


Class Assignment 


Each class is 3.5 hours 


Weekly outside 


assignments 


3-4 hours 


Course 


Objectives 


1 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 THE 


AGREEMENT PROCESS IN CONTRACT 


   PAGES 1-18 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


2 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 THE 


AGREEMENT (CONT.) PAGES 18-40 


 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


3 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)    


 PAGES 42-45;59-62;70-82 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


4 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)   


 PAGES 94-105; 113-123 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


5 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1  


THE AGREEMENT (CONT.)   


 PAGES 123-133;142-154 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


6 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 1 [END] & 2  


OPTION CONTRACT PAGES 212-220 


CONSIDERATION PAGES 221-238 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 
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7 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 2 


CONSIDERATION (CONT.)    


 PAGES 240-253; 260-268 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


A, B, C, 


DE 


8 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 2 (CONT.) & 


CHAPTER 3  MORAL OBLIGATION 


 PAGES 271-282; 287-297 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


9 Review exams, 


outlines, lectures to 


discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


Contracts Review    


Lecture Discussion: No Cases 


 


Refer to  


Addendum 


A, B, C, D 


10 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


AND preparation 


for this exam about 


7 hours 


IN CLASS WRITING 


ASSESSMENT 6:45-8:15 p.m. 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 3 (CONT.) & 


CHAPTER 4: PROMISSORY ESTOPPEL


 PAGES 299-319 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


11 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 13:  


THE STATUTE OF FRAUDS  


 PAGES 843-867 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


12 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 13: THE 


STATUTE OF FRAUDS (CONT.)  


 PAGES 868-884; 898-902 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


13 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CH-6 CAPACITY & CHAPTER 7 


AVOIDANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY 


PAGES 367-370; 385-389; 391-395; 


 399-407; 411-413 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


14 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 7 AVOIDANCE OF 


RESPONSIBILITY (CONT.)  


PAGES 420-431; 450-457 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


15 Review exams, 


outlines, & lectures 


to discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


REVIEW & EXAM ANALYSIS, 


LECTURE & DISCUSSION:  


NO CASES 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


16 Preparation for the 


cumulative exam 


will take at least 


10-15 hours  


MIDTERM EXAM #1 


End of Contracts 1 
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CLASS MEETING SCHEDULE CONTRACTS II 
ALL INFORMATION REGARDING THE DATES, TIMES AND SUBJECT MATTER OF THE COURSE AS WELL AS 


THE NATURE, SCOPE, LENGTH AND THE RELATIVE GRADING WEIGHT OF EXAMS ARE SUBJECT TO 


CHANGE AND ADEQUATE NOTICE WILL BE GIVEN FOR ANY CHANGES THAT ARE REQUIRED 
Class 


or 


Week 


Study for each 


class is at least 4.5 


hours 


Class Assignment 


Each class is 3.5 hours 


Weekly 


outside 


assignments 


3-4 hours 


Course 


Objectives 


17 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 5: PAROL 


EVIDENCE & INTERPRETATION  


 PAGES 329-342; 353-357 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


18 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS & PERFORMANCE  


EXPRESS/CONSTRUCTIVE 


CONDITIONS 


PAGES 463-471; 480-486; 500-504; 


507-510 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


19 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.) 


CONSTRUCTIVE CONDITIONS [UCC] 


PAGES 510-528 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


20 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.) DIVISIBILITY, 


NON-COOPERATION, AND WAIVER 


PAGES 529-535; 543-547; 563-568 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


21 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 8: 


CONDITIONS (CONT.)  


SATISFACTION, NON-PERFORMANCE 


& REPUDIATION     


PAGES 600-604; 611-625 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


22 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 9: 


DISCHARGE OF PERFORMANCE DUE 


TO DIFFICULTY, IMPOSSIBILITY, 


IMPRACTICABILITY & FRUSTRATION  


PAGES,627-628; 632-642; 649-652; 


654-659 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


23 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 11:  


THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES, 


INTENDED BENEFICIARIES, 


DEFENSES & VESTING     


PAGES 777-781; 784-786; 790-804 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


A, B, C, 


DE 


24 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 12: 


ASSIGNMENT & DELEGATION 


THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF AN 


ASSIGNMENT & PROHIBITIONS 


 PAGES 805-825 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 
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25 Review exams, 


outlines, lectures to 


prepare for this 


exam will take at 


least 8-10 hours  


CONTRACTS MIDTERM 2. 


6:45-9:45 P.M. 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


26 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CASEBOOK: CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES  


DAMAGES FOR THE SALE OF GOODS 


AND REALTY PAGES 663-684 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


27 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.)  


DAMAGES FOR EMPLOYMENT & 


SERVICE CONTRACTS    


PAGES 685-706 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


28 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.)  


EFFICIENT BREACH & LIQUIDATED 


DAMAGES  PAGES 717-735 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


29 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: (CONT.) RESTITUTION 


FOR UNJUST ENRICHMENT  


PAGES 737-749 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


30 Read the cases to 


know the facts & 


research the law 


CHAPTER 10: REMEDIES (CONT.) 


LECTURE SUPPLEMENT FOR 


SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE AND 


COVENANTS NOT TO COMPETE  


PAGES 750-776  


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


31 Review exams, 


outlines, & lectures 


to discuss IRAC, 


writing, analysis 


and proof of law 


About 6 hours 


REVIEW & EXAM ANALYSIS, 


LECTURE & DISCUSSION:  


NO CASES 


Refer to study 


Addendum 


 


A, B, C, D 


32 Preparation for the 


cumulative FINAL 


exam will take at 


least 15 hours  


FINAL EXAMINATION 


End of Contracts 2 


 


  


 






		

		







PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW



COURSE SYLLABUS

AND

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES



Title of Course:		Real Property

Semester:			Fall 2023

Number of Credit Hours:	4

Professor:			Francis Logan

Professor’s Tel. No.:		(310) 650-0875 (for emergency use only)

Professor’s Email Address:	Prof.Logan.PCU@gmail.com

Class Meetings:		TBD Evenings, 6:30 pm -10:00 pm, Pacific Time

Location:			On-line only

Office Hours:	By appointment (telephonic/video conference only); use the email address above to request a time.

First Class:	TBD

Exam:	TBD

			



I.              BOOKLIST  

    All Texts Published by West Academic Are Available in Hardcopy and Electronic Form 

	

Required Texts:	(1) Property: A Contemporary Approach (Interactive Casebook Series), Fifth Ed., by Sprankling and Coletta  (West Academic); 



(2) Enrollment in the Casebook Plus Course at the West Academic website linked to that text  (Registration number to be provided by Registrar);



(3) Sum and Substance Audio on Property, 3rd Ed., by Juergensmeyer and Brown  (NOTE:  The transcripts of the audio are not completely accurate); and



(4) Acing Property,  2d Ed. by Colleen Medill (West Academic).





Suggested Texts:	Real Property in a Nutshell, Seventh Ed. by Bernhardt and Burkhart (West Academic)




II.	COURSE DESCRIPTION

The law of Property is a core area of California law, governing the relationship between people and things, both tangible and intangible.  Real Property is a major sub-topic of Property, focusing in particular on the relationship between people and land.  This yearlong course will provide a comprehensive review of the law of Real Property.

Students should note that Real Property is a topic frequently tested by the California Bar Exam both in essay and in multiple choice formats.

III.	METHODOLOGY

The course will be conducted primarily in accordance with a variation of the so-called Socratic Method that has been described as the “Discussion Method.”  During class meetings, students will be chosen randomly, without prior notice, and will be expected to discuss the facts, legal principles and judicial reasoning of the assigned material.  Hypothetical scenarios and collaborative learning will be employed.

The size of the class is expected to be in excess of [TBD] students, so not all students will be called upon in every class.  But every student should expect to be called upon roughly equally over the course of the semester.

IV.	REQUIREMENTS

A.	Distance Learning Obligations:



PCU is a distance-learning law school.  According to the rules of the State Bar of California, students must engage in 864 hours of preparation and study per year. 



PCU offers a program of three 15-week semesters per year with two classes per semester.  By simple arithmetic, students must engage in 144 hours of learning per semester, or approximately 9.5 hours of learning per week on average, in this class.  PCU has allocated that learning as follows:

· 4 hours of reading, 

· 3.5 hours of classroom instruction; and

· 2 hours of additional assignments, primarily comprised of (a) listening to a series of audio lectures and (b) completing  multiple-choice quizzes.

At the end of the semester, students will be required to self-certify that they have completed the necessary 91.5 hours (144 hours total less 52.5 hours in-class) of out-of-class study.





B.	Reading:	Students will be required to read approximately 35 pages per week out of the assigned casebook.  More reading may be required on occasion.  Reading must be done before class.

				

C.	Assignments:	Audio assignments will vary in length depending on the topic.  Audio assignments must be completed before class. 

		

		On the weeks that the assignments include multiple-choice quizzes or short essays, that work must be completed and turned in to the professor one day before the next following class. 



D.	Attendance:	Punctual, prepared attendance of all classes is required.



		Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more than 20% (i.e., 3 classes) of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course.  Moreover, a student who is late or unprepared for or who leaves early from class may be deemed absent from that class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse any absence.



E.	Preparation:	Preparation for class – including, in particular, the briefing of assigned cases -- is required.  Students are encouraged to form study groups to assist each other in analyzing the cases and answering the questions posed by the casebook.





F.	Professionalism:	Students will be expected to exercise a professional demeanor in the classroom and must treat everyone in the classroom with respect and courtesy at all times.



V.	COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

A.	Doctrinal Knowledge:  Students will learn: Substantive Law of Real Property; Jurisprudence and underlying policies of Property law.

B.	Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Students will learn to “think like a lawyer”, i.e., identify legal and factual issues; cite the controlling rules of law, including any applicable public-policy considerations; analyze the issues in a lawyerly manner by applying the cited rules to the facts of a given scenario; and thereby reach a reasoned conclusion supported by the law and the facts.  Successful students will understand where the facts and law point to a single answer and where ambiguity exists.

C.	Communication Skills:  Students will develop skill in the art and science of: (1) oral presentation by briefing assigned cases and engaging in classroom discussion, analysis and argument concerning the principles of law and public policy then under consideration; and (2) written analysis and argument by drafting written responses to assigned questions.

D.	Professionalism:  Students will develop an appreciation of the overarching importance of the lawyer’s professional obligation to comport themselves at all times in an ethical and civil manner.

VII.	STUDENT EVALUATION

A.	GENERAL:  Evaluation of the student’s performance will be based on his or her demonstration of competencies in the following areas:

1.	A thorough understanding of the legal principles and policies of 		`	Property Law; and

2.	The ability to analyze factual situations and apply the appropriate 			law and policy to predict outcomes.

B.	Grading:  This is a graded, two-semester class.  Exams will be administered at the end of each semester.  The first semester exam will cover only the material covered to date.  The second semester exam will cover both semesters of material.  Both examinations will be administered online, subject to terms and conditions to be communicated at a later date.   

Each written examination – both the first semester and full year final examinations -- will consist of two essay questions and 25 or 30 multiple-choice, Multistate Bar Examination-style questions.  IRAC methodology is absolutely required in the responses to essay questions.

If a student’s first semester examination grade is higher than his or her grade earned on the final exam, the first semester exam grade will be weighted 50% in calculating the final course grade, and the final exam grade will also account for 50% of the final course grade.  If, on the other hand, the final-exam grade is higher than the first semester examination grade, the first-semester exam grade will be disregarded and will not be used in any way – such that the final-examination grade will account for 100% of the final course grade.

Grading will be calculated in accordance with the governing provisions of the law school’s Student Handbook, as follows:

90-100%	Outstanding

87-89%	Excellent

83-86%	Very good

80-82%	Good

77-79%	Fairly Good

73-76%	Adequate

70-72%	Minimally Adequate

67-69%	Inadequate

63-66%	Poor

60-62%	Very Poor – but with Academic Credit

Below 60%	Failing with no Academic Credit.

Tests given during the course of both semesters will be scored but not included in the final grade.  The purpose of these tests is to demonstrate both to the student and the professor whether the students are making progress on their learning outcomes.

VIII.	COURSE TOPICS

The course will cover the following topics over two semesters:

FALL:

1. The definition of “Property” and its attributes (the bundle of sticks theory)

2. Acquisition of Personal and Real Property; Dimensions Of Real Property

3. Estates in Land

a. Possessory Interests

b. Future Interests

c. Rules Furthering Marketability

4. Concurrent Estates & Marital Property

5. Landlord & Tenant

SPRING:

6. Private Land Use Planning

a. Easements

b. Licenses & Profits

c. Covenants Running with the Land & Equitable Servitudes

d. Common Interest Communities

7. Land Use Regulation

a. Nuisance

b. Zoning

8. Eminent Domain

9. Takings

10. Introduction to Environmental Law

11. Conveyancing

a. Contracts for the Sale of Land

b. Deeds

c. Recordation

12. Financing; Security Interests

a. Providing the Security Interest

b. Foreclosure & Post-Foreclosure Remedies


COURSE SCHEDULE -- FALL

		Class

		Date

		Reading; Pre-class assignment



		Topics Covered

		Post-Class Assignments



		1

		Xx/xx/xx

		Sprankling Chap. 1, pp. 1-45

S&S: 
Introduction to Property (3:32); 
Study Techniques (6:33);
Exam Taking Hints (4:15);
Fragmentation of Ownership (4:27);
Terminology (7:46);
Accession (3:22)

Total audio time: 0:29:55

		Syllabus; Theories of Property; Bundle of Rights Theory; Right to Transfer

		



		2

		

		Sprankling Chap. 1, pp. 45-87

		Bundle of Rights: Rights to Exclude, Use, Destroy

		Chap. 1 Quiz (22 questions)



		
3

		

		Sprankling Chap. 3, pp. 151-182

S&S
The Study of Personal Property Law (4:20);
Introduction to the Law of Personal Property: Terminology and Key Concepts (9:00);
Acquisition of Title Through Finding Lost, Mislaid and Abandoned Property (19:39);
Acquiring Title to Wild Animals (4:19)

Total audio time: 0:37:18

Acing, Chap. 1.

		Acquisition of Personal Property: Rule of Capture; Finders

		Wild Animal essay



		4

		

		Sprankling Chap. 3, pp. 195-212; 182-195;

S&S
Bailments (20:19);
Law of Gifts (28:44)
Confusion (1:54)

Total audio time: 0:50:57

Acing, Chap. 2.

		Acquisition of Property: Gifts, Adverse Possession of Chattels

		Chap. 3 quiz (31 questions)



		5

		

		Sprankling Chap. 2, pp. 89-140

S&S: Acquisition of Title (2:00);
Adverse Possession (23:18)

Total audio time: 0:25:18

Acing, Chap. 8, pp. 356 – 360, 365-371, Problem 8.2

		Acquistion of Property: Adverse Possession of Land; Dimensions of Ownership

		Adverse Possession essay No. 1; 
Chap. 2 quiz (27 questions; skip questions on water rights)



		6

		

		Sprankling Chap. 5, pp. 287-326

S&S: Tenure (41:41);
Estates in Land (3:11);
Fee Simple (12:45);
Fee Tail (8:58);
Life Estate (6:57);
Defeasible Estate (22:31);
Restraints on Alienation (7:09)

Total audio time: 1:43:12

Acing, Chap. 3

		Estates:  Introduction, Fee Simple, Life Estates, Defeasible Fees

		



		7

		

		Sprankling Chap. 5, pp. 326-336

S&S: Future Interests (5:21);
Reversion (5:01);
Future Interests continued (2:08);
Right of Re-Entry (9:23);
Grantees (19:32);
Executory Interest (12:19)

Total audio time: 0:53:44

		Estates:  Future Interests

		Workbook on Estates and Future Interests



		
8

		

		Spranking Chap. 5, pp. 336-353

S&S: Future Interest Doctrines and Rules (0.36);
Doctrine of the Destructibility of Contingent Remainders (6:58);
Doctrine of Merger (5:36); Shelley’s Case (6:07);
 Doctrine of Worthier Title (3:04)
Future Interest Doctrines and Rules (49:47);
Estates and Future Interests In Personal Property (4:09)

Total audio time: 1:16:17

Acing, Chap. 4

		Estates: Rules Furthering Marketability (Rule in Shelley’s Case; Doctrine of Worthier Title; Rule Against Perpetuities)

		Estates Essay No. 2;
Quiz Chap. 5 (31 questions)



		9

		

		Review Your Notes 

		Mid-term Quiz

		



		10

		

		Spranking Chap. 6, pp. 355-378

S&S: Concurrent Estates (17:30);
Accountability of Co-Tenants (18:41);
Statutorily Created Concurrent Estates and Multiple Ownership (4:06)

Total audio time: 0:40:17

Acing, Chap. 5


		Concurrent Ownership

		Estates Essay No. 4



		11

		

		Spranking Chap. 6, pp 379-410

S&S: Marital Property Interests (14:17)

Total audio time: 0:14:17

		Marital Property

		Quiz Chap. 6 (23 questions)



		
12

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 411-439

S&S: Landlord and Tenant (2:56);
Non-freehold Estates (13:19);
Landlord and Tenant Relationships (11:51)

Total audio time: 0:28:06

Acing, Chap. 6

		Landlord/Tenant: Creating the Tenancy

		



		13

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 439–477

S&S: Landlord and Tenant (cont.) (16:15);
Contract Principles (4:41); Doctrine of Waste (12:59); Law of Fixtures (2:33)

Total audio time: 0:36:28

		Landlord / Tenant: Condition of the Premises; Transferring the Leasehold

		Landlord-Tenant Essay No. 3



		14

		

		Spranking Chap. 7, pp. 477-499

		Landlord / Tenant: Ending the Tenancy

		Quiz Chap. 7 (37 questions)



		15

		

		Review Your Notes

		Review

		



		Exam

		

		None

		Exam

		










COURSE SCHEDULE -- SPRING

		Class

		Date

		Reading; Pre-class assignment



		Topics Covered

		Post-Class Assignments



		1

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 637-668

S&S:
Prescription (1:50);
Non-Possessory Interests in Land and Private Land Use Controls (2:40);
Easements (13:23);
Estoppel (3:17)

Total audio time: 0:21:10

Acing, Chap. 9

		Private Land Use Planning I – Creating Easements

		



		2

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 668 – 699

S&S
Real Covenants (11:33);
Equitable Servitude (3:26)

Total audio time: 14:59

		Private Land Use Planning II – Easements, Covenants, Equitable Servitudes

		Easements Essay No. 2



		
3

		

		Spranking Chap. 10, pp. 700-734

		Private Land Use Planning III – Covenants; Common Interest Communities

		Quiz Chap. 10 (47 questions)



		4

		

		Spranking Chap. 11, pp. 735-767

S&S
Right to Use and Enjoyment of Property (4:51)

Total audio time: 0:4:51

		Land Use Regulation I – Nuisance; Zoning

		



		5

		

		Spranking Chap. 11, pp. 767-807

S&S
Introduction to Land Use Planning and Control Law (12:00);
Zoning (25:24);
Subdivision Control (4:18);
Growth Management and Smart Growth (7:21)

Total audio time: 0:49:03

		Land Use Regulation II – Zoning

		Zoning essay; Quiz Chap. 11 (19 questions)



		6

		

		Spranking Chap. 13, pp. 851-872

S&S
Eminent Domain (3:42)

Total audio time: 3:42

		Eminent Domain

		Quiz Chap. 13 (10 questions)



		7

		

		Spranking Chap. 14, pp. 873-900

Acing, Chap. 10

		Takings I - Introduction

		



		
8

		

		Spranking Chap. 14, pp. 900-927 & Cedar Point Nursery

		Takings II – Categorical Tests

		Takings Essay No. 1;
Quiz Chap. 14 (18 questions)



		9

		

		Spranking Chap. 12, pp. 809-850

		Introduction to Environmental Law

		



		10

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 501-533

S&S
Broker Listing Agreements (9:16);
Land Sales Contracts (0:32);
Statute of Frauds (8:48);
Provisions (0:59); 
Risk of Loss, Equitable Conversion (2:20);
Title (3:23);
General Warranty Deed (0:51);
Merger by Deed (3:00);
Warranty of Marketability (6:34);
Warranty Of Marketability (cont.) (2:20)

Total audio time: 0:38:03

Acing, Chap. 7

		Selling I – Purchase Contract

		



		11

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 533-558

S&S
Deeds (0:38);
Prerequisities for a Valid Deed (5:48);
Delivery and Acceptance (17:35);
Covenants of Title (16:15);
Deeds (cont.) (13:52)

Total audio time: 0:54:18

		Selling II – Deeds; Title Covenants

		Real Property Sales Essay No. 1



		
12

		

		Spranking Chap. 8, pp. 558-600

S&S
The Reporting System (5:54);
Recording Acts (2:07);
Priorities (15:02);
Recording Acts: Chain of Title (18:43);
Recording System Reforms (0:26);
Marketable Title Acts (3:07)

Total audio time: 0:45:19

Acing, Chap. 8, pp. 345-356, 360-366, Problem 8.1

		Selling III – Recordation; Title Insurance

		Quiz Chap. 8 (46 questions)



		13

		

		Spranking Chap. 9, pp. 601-621

		Financing I – Creating the Obligation; Providing Security

		



		14

		

		Spranking Chap. 9, pp. 621-636

		Financing II – Foreclosure and Post-Foreclosure

		Quiz Chap. 9 (9 questions)



		15

		

		Review Your Notes

Cumulative Assessment Quiz (100 questions)

		Review

		



		Exam

		

		

		EXAM
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PACIFIC COAST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW

COURSE SYLLABUS

AND

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES



Title of Course:		TORTS

Semester:			[TBD]

Professor:			Robert K. Kasamatsu, Esq., DPM, MSed

Professor’s Tel. No.:		(626) 617-2569

Professor’s Email Address:	rkasamatsu@lkllplawyers.com

Office hours: 			By Appointment via Teleconference or Zoom

Class Meetings:		FRIDAY Evenings, 6:30-10:00 

				(Unless Otherwise Noted or Advised)

			

     I.	      COURSE MATERIALS



· Prosser, Wade and Schwartz Torts Cases and Materials 14th Edition

Required textbook shall be brought to class plus series mandatory keyed to casebook. (Please note: Must purchase the “casebook” plus version in order to have an online access)

· Black’s Law Dictionary – Recommended 

· Barbri Outlines Torts - Recommended



II. COURSE OBJECTIVES



This is a two term “torts” course. Torts is usually studied as a first-year subject matter. Torts law is known as a civil wrong for which the law realizes a legal remedy on behalf of a private person. Typically, the legal remedy is either in the form of monetary damages or injunctive relief.



As a law student, you will develop skills and techniques in case briefing, case analysis as well as legal reasoning.  Students are expected to “think” and “write” like lawyers.



III. GRADING



This course is divided into two semesters (Torts I and Torts II). The grade earned

after the first semester will be the final grade for the fall semester, and the grade

earned at the end of the second semester will be the grade for the spring semester.

Each examination will consist of essay questions and multistate type multiple choice question (MBE).  Exam grading will take place via ExamSoft.  These examinations are blindly graded.



In addition to the graded examination, students will be assigned practice examinations and other assignments.  



       IV.        CLASS PARTICIPATION



      This class follows the Socratic Method, a foundation for critical thinking.  As 

      such, the students are expected to be prepared in class for thorough discussion of 

      tort topics particular to that day in question, or prior lectures.  Participation will 

      count towards the grading process, namely adjustments may be made one-third of 

a letter grade, a B+ would become an A- or B.  Students will be called upon to 

      either properly brief a case, cite relevant law and discussion of applicable tort law 

      and its elements.



V.	       ATTENDANCE

 

		It is the policy of the law school that all students be prepared for and attend every 			class.  Pursuant to the California State Bar’s rules, a student who misses more 			than 20% of the class time in a course cannot receive credit for that course 			and will be administratively withdrawn from the class.  Moreover, a student 			who is late or unprepared for class – or who leaves class early -- may be deemed 			absent from the full 3 ½ hours of class.  Professors are not permitted to excuse 			any absence.

VI.	        ELECTRONIC DEVICES



Students are to turn off cell phones before class. Those who wish to use the

laptops to take notes may do so.  Students are prohibited from surfing the internet, checking emails, instant messaging, and texting during class time.



VII.        ASSIGNMENTS



Generally, this torts class will cover various topics in class.  These assignments

are subject to change depending on the progress in class.

The assigned pages include both the cases and the case books author’s notes about 

them.  This torts class will focus on relevant subject matters and issues most 

relevant to the student’s learning process and for the California Bar Exam 

preparation.



In addition to case review, additional cases will be presented and discussed to supplement the topic at hand.



Application of issues of torts will also be evaluated.  Students will learn to apply the law to the facts presented.  Students will learn how to decipher between irrelevant facts (red herrings) versus relevant facts.  Students are to learn how to properly analyze in detail the materials presented. 



Students shall create an outline as each area of tort law is reviewed. Students are encouraged to memorize the elements of the issues of tort law as it is important to master the practical application to fully prepare for this class as well as for the California Bar Examination.



	VIII.    WRITTEN BRIEFS



Starting from Week 2 schedule, for each weekly session, the student is to prepare a written I.R.AC. (Issue/Rule/Application of material facts/Conclusion) brief of each case in the assigned casebook section as designated, and to bring the brief to class for discussion.  The student is also to be ready to discuss the “notes and questions.”  The notes and questions section need not be in a written format. 



























































COURSE SCHEDULE - FALL



		Class

		Date

		Reading: Pre-Class Assignment

		   Topic Covered

		Post-Class Assignment



		1.

		

		Prosser Chapter 1: pp.1-16

Notes & Questions

pp.5-6 (Qs 1,3); p.10 (Q.3)

p.16 (Qs 3,5) 



Prosser Chapter 2: pp.17-33

Notes & Questions

Intent p. 20 (Qs.1-5); pp.23-24 (Qs. 2-4); p.27 (Q.3); pp.29-31 (Qs.1,2,7); p. 32 (Qs. 1,2)



		Development of Liability Based 

upon Fault.







Intentional Interference with Person or Property

		



		2.

		

		Prosser Chapter 2: pp.33-78

Notes & Questions

Battery pp.33-34 (Qs.1,2); pp.38-39 (Qs.1-8); p.41 (Qs.3,4).



Assault p.42 (Q.1); pp.44-45 (Qs.1-9)



False Imprisonment pp.50-51 (Qs.1,3)

pp.52-53 (Qs. 1-5); p.55 (Qs. 2,3); pp.57-58 (Qs. 1-4).



Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress pp.61-62 (Qs.3,5,6); pp.65-66 (Qs.3-5); pp.69-74 (Qs.1-11); pp.76-77 (Qs.2,3)



		Intentional Interference with Person or Property

		Chap. 1 Quiz

(10 Questions)





		3.

		

		Prosser Chapter 2: pp.78-107

Notes & Questions

Trespass to Land pp.79-80 (Qs.4,6,7); p.82 (Qs.1,2); pp. 85-86 (Qs. 1-3)



Trespass to Chattels pp.87-88 (Qs.1,4,5); p.93 (Q.3)



Conversion pp.96-99 (Qs.2,3,6-9)







Prosser Chapter 3: pp.107-120

Notes & Questions

Consent pp.109 (Qs.1-3); pp110-111 (Qs.1-5); pp.114-117 (Qs.1-8, 10, 11, 13); pp.118-121 (Qs.1,2,5-8).



		Intentional Interference with Person or Property























Privileges 

		Intentional Tort Essay



		4.

		

		Prosser Chapter 3: pp.121-149

Notes & Questions

Self Defense, Defense of Others, Defense of Property pp.130-131 (Qs.3,4,5 D, F)



Recovery of Property p.136 (Qs.1,2A, B, C).



Necessity pp.138-140 9Qs.1,2,6); pp.142-143 (Qs. 2,4,5).

Authority of Law, Discipline, Justification.



		Privileges (Cont.)

		Chapter 2 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Intentional Tort Essay



		5.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.151-168

Notes & Questions

Negligence Formula pp.154-155 (Qs.1,4,5); p.156 (Qs.1,4); pp.159-160 (Qs.5,6,9); p.162 (Q.1); p.164 (Qs.1,2); pp.166-168 (Qs.1,3-5).



Prosser Chapter 4: pp.169-195

Notes & Questions

The Reasonable Prudent Person pp.171-172 (Qs. 3-5); pp.174-175 (Qs. 5,6); p.177 (Q.1); pp.181-183 (Qs.3,4,6); pp.186-187 (Qs.1,4,7,8); pp.189-191 (Qs.1,3-6)





		Negligence













The Standard of Care

		Chap. 2-4 Quiz

(20 Questions)



Intentional Tort Essay





MBE Practice

10 Questions



		6.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.195-228

Notes & Questions

The Professional pp.197-200 (Qs.1-9); pp.203-205 (Qs.2,3,4); pp.207-209 (Qs.1-5); pp.213-2014 (Qs. 1,3); pp.218-220 (Qs. 2-6); pp.224-227 (Qs.1,3,5,6-8).



Aggravated Negligence pp.223-233



Prosser Chapter 4: p.235 (Qs. 2.4)



Prosser Chapter 4: pp.236-251

Notes & Questions

Applicability of Statute pp.240 (Qs.1,2).



		Negligence (Cont.)





















Rules of Law



Violation of Statute





		Chap.4 Quiz

(10 Questions)



		7.

		

		Prosser Chapter 4: pp.252-260

Notes & Questions

p.253 (Q.1); p.257 (Q.1)



Prosser Chapter 4:  pp.260-268







Prosser Chapter 4: pp.268-288

Notes & Questions

p.283 (Q.2)



		Negligence (Cont.)

Effect to Statute





Proof of Negligence 

Court and Jury

Circumstantial Evidence



Res Ipsa Loquitur

		Chap.4 Quiz

(20 Questions)





Violation of Statute Essay



		8.

		

		Prosser Chapter 5: pp.289-320

Notes & Questions

pp.291-293 (Qs.4,6,8)

Professional Causation p.299 (Q.3)

p.301 (Q.1); p.307 (Q1).





Prosser Chapter 5: pp.320-324	

		Negligence (Cont.)

Sine Qua Non










Concurrent Causes Problems in Determining Which Party Caused the Harm



		Chap.4 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Add Case

Ybarra v. Spaniard



Res Ipsa Loquitur Essay



		9.

		

		Prosser Chapter 6: pp.335-369

Notes & Questions

Unforeseen Consequences p.341 (Q.1); p.348 (Qs.1-4); p.352 (Q.4); pp.359-362 (Qs.2,5,8).



Prosser Chapter 6: pp.369-375







MIDTERM EXAMINATION

		Negligence (Cont.)

Proximate or Legal Cause, Scope of Liability





Intervening Causes







One Hour Essay

		Chap.5 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Causation Essay





Daubert & Frye Standard Discussion & Handout



		10.

		

		Prosser Chapter 6: pp.376-414

Notes & Questions

p.376 (Q.1); pp.382-383 (Qs.1,2); p.391 (Q.9).

Public Policy, Shifting Responsibility



Prosser Chapter 7: pp.415-441

		Negligence (Cont.)

Proximate or Legal Cause (Cont.), Intervening Causes







Joint Tortfeasors, Liability & Joinder of Defendants, Satisfaction & Release



		Chap.5 Quiz

(10 Questions)



Causation Essay

Additional Case:

Gibson v. Garcia



MBE Practice

(10 Questions)



		11.

		

		Prosser Chapter 7: pp.441-454





Notes & Questions

p.445 (Qs.1,4); p.449 (Qs.1,2)



pp.452-453 (Qs.1,2)





Prosser Chapter 8: pp.455-469

Notes & Questions

p.460 (Q.1); p. 463 (Qs.1,2,4); p.466 (Qs.2,4); p.469 (Qs.1,2,4).

		Negligence (Cont.)

Joint Tortfeasors (Cont.)

Contribution & Indemnity



Apportionment of Damages



Duty of Care, Privity of Contract (Misfeasance v. Nonfeasance)

		Chap.6 Quiz

(20 Questions)



Causation Essay

Intervening Causes







Duties of Affirmative Action (Handout) of various duties

(3 pages of detailed discussion)





		12.































13.

		

		Prosser Chapter 8: pp.470-491





Notes & Questions

pp.485-486 (Q.1,3); pp.489-490 (Q.2).

Pure Economic Loss pp.491-504





Prosser Chapter 8: pp.504-520

Notes & Questions

pp.518-520 (Qs.1,3,4)









Prosser Chapter 8: pp.520-543

Notes & Questions

pp.532-535 (Qs.1,5,6)



Prosser Chapter 9: pp.543-557

Notes & Questions

Outside the Premises pp.538-539 (Qs.1-4); pp.541-542 (Qs,1-7,9).

One the Premises pp.543-547 (Qs.1-5).

Licensees pp.547-550 (Qs.3,5).

Invitees pp.551-557 (Qs. 3-7)



		Negligence (Cont.)

Duty of Care (Cont.)

Failure to Act













Emotional Distress













Negligence (Cont.)

Unborn Children





Owners and Occupiers of Land over the Premises

		Contribution, Indemnity, Apportionment of Damages Essay



10 MBE Practice Review.



Direct Plaintiff v. Bystander Discussion (Handout)



10 MBE NIED Review

Quiz 3

(20 Questions)





Owner and Occupier of Land MBE (10 Qs & 1 Essay)







		14.

		

		Prosser Chapter 9: pp.557-580



Notes & Questions

Children, Persons Privileged to Enter Irrespective of Landowners, Consent, Rejection of Merging Categories pp.565-566 (Qs.2-4).



Prosser Chapter 9: pp.567-578

pp.570 (Q.1); pp.573-574 (Qs.2,3).



Prosser Chapter 10: pp.581-592

Notes & Questions

p.580 (Qs.1,4)

Personal Injuries pp.592-599

Economic & Noneconomic Losses



		Negligence (Cont.)

Owners and Occupiers of Land (Cont.)

Persons Outside the Established Categories







Lessor and Lessee





Damages

		Owner & Occupier Essay (2)

Quiz 3 (10 Qs)



		15.

		

		Prosser Chapter 10: pp.602-629



Notes & Questions

pp.604-606 (Qs.3,7)

Physical Harm to Property, Punitive Damages pp.617-618 (Qs.6-8)









Prosser Chapter 11: pp.631-648 (Qs. 1-16); p.644 (Qs. 1,5,6)







Prosser Chapter 11: pp.648-658

Notes & Questions

pp.652-653 (Qs.7-10, 15)



Prosser Chapter 12: pp.671-701

Notes & Questions

Pp660-662 (Qs.1,3,4,5)

pp.665-666 (Qs. 1,2,4)

pp.671-673(Qs.6,7,8)

pp.683-685 (Qs.2C,4)

pp.686-690 (Qs.1-7)

		Negligence (Cont.)

Damages, Personal Injuries (Cont.)

















Wrongful Death









Survival







Negligence (Cont.)

Defenses, Contributory Negligence

Comparative Negligence

Assumption of Risk, Express and Implied 





		Practice Negligence Essays



Added Case

Ko v. Maxim 

Healthcare       Services

BMW of North America v.      Gore

MBE Review 

(10 Questions)



		

		

		FINAL EXAMINATION
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