
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  

           

 

  

  

      

           

   

 

           

     

      

   

 

 

 

  

May 9, 2023 

Ms. Natalie Leonard 

State Bar of California-Educational Standard 

180 Howard Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105-1639 

RE: Response to your email dated April 26, 2023 

Dear Ms. Leonard: 

On Monday April 17, 2023 Pacific West College of Law made it clear that it was closing 

“Permanently” as a law school when it stated in an e mail to you “…we have come to an ultimate 

and sad decision to cease operation of the law School and closed (past tense!) permanently.” 
This is an unambiguous communication. And thus, Pacific West College of Law was closed prior 

to any invoice being generated by the Committee. 

This decision and communication to you was prior to any meeting or action by the Committee and 

as such the Committee no longer has jurisdiction over Pacific West College of law. To be clear, 

The Committee lost its jurisdiction over Pacific West prior to the issuance of noncompliance. 

Attached as Exhibit A, PWCL email to you dated April 17, 2023. 

I note in your last e-mail you seem to require a “single letter” procedure of communication. Could 

you please direct me to the statute that requires that specific procedure? 

Your last e-mail also seems to indicate that letters must be forwarded to the Committee of bar 

Examiners by you. Please be advised that you are the authorized agent for the Committee of Bar 

Examiners. As such, by operation of law any communication to you is deemed a communication 

to your principal’s. If you are not the authorized agent, please provide us with the direct contact 

for communication.  

Please be informed that the records of the College are corporate asset and as such will be 

maintained by the corporate entity. In other words, the College will be the custodian of records. 

The unofficial transcript of Elizabeth Arreola is attached hereto (per your requested in an earlier 

email). 

In light of the threats set forth in your emails, Pacific West abandons and rescinds its request to 

provide a teach out program for XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXX. 

It is the choice of XXXXXXX XXXXX whether to provide the Committee with her transcript in 

that, she has already graduated from Pacific West.  



           

      

   

 

      

    

         

   

 

       

   

       

     

    

       

 

           

     

   

  

   

        

 

   

 

 

 

 

Where in the law, is the requirement that Pacific West provide evidence of a lack of facts? Your 

email request evidence that Pacific West is no longer operating as a law school. In Prior emails it 

was explained to you that the college is permanently closed and that this is reflected upon its 

website. 

Please be advised that the Corporate Entity that does business as Pacific West College of law can 

conduct any legal business in California including being a school for purposes other than those 

schools that are regulated for the Committee of Bar Examiners. The Committee has absolutely NO 

authority to determine the lawful activity or existence of a California corporation. 

This “. . . claiming status as a school for tax or other purposes and explain the planned disposition 

of the law school entity, which will be verified by the state bar.” is not within the committee’s 
powers. The committee has no authority concerning tax implications of a California corporation. 

Nor does the committee have any authority to require a corporation to close in the State of 

California. This demand is very threatening and is an arbitrary and capricious abuse of the 

Committees jurisdiction in both Federal and State of California law. The Corporate entity that 

owns the College is owned by shareholders and any attempt to interfere with their rights will result 

in immediate litigation.   

In that the College ceased operations as a law school on April 17, 2023 and thus will not be 

providing the committee with an annual report request is hereby made that the Committee refund 

the $1,075 it paid on March 2, 2023, back to Pacific West. 

Also please refrain from sharing emails concerning Pacific West with XXXXX XXXXXXXX at La Verne 

this unprofessional conduct by you is embarrassing both to us at pacific west and the state bar (re 

your email 4-26-23) also please be advised that as Dean of Pacific West I have nothing to do with 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX and its distance learning program (re your letter of 4-26-23) 

Finally please cease and desist from sending Pacific West correspondence and invoices concerning 

XXXXXXXXXX. It is none of our business. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dean Kevin O’Connell 
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Fwd: RE: Inquiry / Notice of Noncompliance Set for Discussion April 21, 2023 

From: "PACIFIC WEST COLLEGE OF LAW" <admin@pacificwestcollege.com> 
Date: 04/17/2023 14:37 
To: natalie.leonard@calbar.ca.gov 
Cc: admin@pacificwestcollege.com, kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com, Socorro OConnell <asnoconnell@gmail.com> 

EXHIBIT A

To Ms. Natalie Leonard 
Commi�ee of Bar Examiner for the State Bar of California 

Dear Ms. Leonard, 

The administra�on of Pacific West College of Law (A registered Unaccredited fixed-facility law School in California) would like to officially inform the Commi�ee 
that a�er 30 years of existence, we have come to an ul�mate and sad decision to cease opera�on of the law School and closed it permanently. 

In conjunc�on with this closure, we would like to ask the Commi�ee, if possible, to allow us to have a teach out program for one of our remaining student -
(Elizabeth Ceballos-Arreola) to have her earn her JD degree by comple�ng the subjects/courses required by the California Commi�ee of Bar Examiner for her to be 
able to sa�sfy the requirements to sit for the California Bar Examina�on upon comple�on. 

Pacific West College of Law has addi�onal requirements for it to confer JD degree to a student, and in the spirit of fairness due to its decision to permanently 
closed, Pacific West College of Law will waive its addi�onal requirement for Elizabeth Ceballos-Arreola to earn her Juris Doctor degree so long as she completes ALL 
the law subjects/courses required by the California Commi�ee of Bar Examiner for her to be able to sit for the Bar Examina�on. 

Elizabeth Ceballos-Arreola needed the following bar-required subjects to graduate: 

1. Cons�tu�onal Law I 
2. Cons�tu�onal Law II 
3. Community Property 
4. Property II 
5. Evidence II 
6. Professional Responsibility 

Ms. Arreola started a�ending Pacific West College of Law in the Fall of 2018 (August 2018) and was a transfer student from Pacific Coast University School of Law 
(PCU). She a�ended PCU from 9/07/2014 un�l 8/05/2017 and was put on Academic Proba�on (Lab 2L & 3 L) based on her PCU transcript. 

She took 11 subjects from PCU of which during her a�endance of which she was given a transferred credit by Pacific West College of Law on the Bar required 
subjects that she took and passed as follows: 

1. Contracts Law (12 quarter units) 
2. Torts Law (12 quarter units) 
3. Criminal Law (8 quarter units) 
4. Business Associa�ons (12 quarter units) 
5. Evidence (8 quarter units) 

Ms. Arreola took the following subject at Pacific West College of Law in semester Units: 

Fall 2018 – 12 semester units (Student completed and passed all these Subjects/courses) 

Civil Procedure (3), Remedies II (3), Appellate Advocacy (3) and Legal Clinic (45 hours or 3 units) 

Spring 2019 – 9 semester units (Student completed and Passed 2 subjects [6 semester units] but have an Incomplete (INC) for Civil Procedure III but the INC was 
completed and passed in Summer 2019 (See Summer 2019 below) 

Remedies I (3) 
Civil Procedure 1 (3) 
Civil Procedure III (INC) – the student was required to a�end Summer 2019 to complete her INC and pass the Civil Procedure III) 

Summer 2019 – Student completed and passed Civil Procedure III 

Civil Procedure III (3) 

Fall 2019 – 9 semester units (Student completed Passed all these subjects) 

Criminal Procedure (3), UCC (3) and Trial Prac�ce I (3 units) 

Spring 2020 – 12 semester units (Student completed and passed 3 subjects (9 semester units) but have not yet completed Trial Prac�ce II (3 semester units) due 
to the occurrence of Pandemic and closure of School was mandated. Due to the nature of Trial Prac�ce II class, which is doing trials with live witnesses, this class 
was not completed at the end of Spring 2020. 

Ms. Arreola t took the following class for Spring 2020 
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Property I (3) – completed and passed. 
Ethics in Tax Law (2) – (Elec�ve) – completed and passed. 
Federal and State Tax (4) – (Elec�ve) – completed and passed. 

Trial Prac�ce II (3 units) – this is a non-bar required subject, but PWCL requires a student to take this subject/course for its JD Degree of which PWCL will waive 
this requirement for Elizabeth Ceballos-Arreola. 

On 2023, before the expira�on of the 27-month rule for bar residency, Pacific West College of Law resumed the Trial Prac�ce II class to complete the remaining 
several weeks of classes le� but Pacific West was advised to cease online class to which Pacific West immediately complied and cease online class. Please note that 
since its closure towards the end of Spring 2020 term (around April of 2020) un�l to date that no student (new or old) had been enrolled at Pacific West College of 
Law. The Trial Prac�ce II class was a con�nua�on of the unfinished class due to the pandemic. 

Since Pacific West elected to waive the Trial Prac�ce II requirement for Ms. Arreola, PWCL have not charged her for this course (Trial Prac�ce II and will reflect in 
the transcript as a waive requirement). 

Despite the waiver, Elizabeth Ceballos-Arreola s�ll complied and completed the required 18 semester units or 270 hours required for a given year towards her 
bar residency as follows: 

Fall 2018 to Spring 2019 (1 year) – Elizabeth Arreola completed 21 semester units. 

Fall 2019 to Spring 2020 (1 year) – Elizabeth Arreola completed 18 semester units or 270 hours (this is already with the 3 units exclusion of the waived Trial 
Prac�ce II class which was a 3 units class because the student had taken 12 semester units for Spring 2020). 

In its previous email to Ms. Leonard, Pacific West College of Law men�oned 2 students. The one student men�oned (Dannica Julia Ofisa) already completed all her 
bar residency and has taken all the required bar subjects and was only comple�ng Pacific West College of Law requirement for it to confer JD degree to Dannica 
Ofisa. Pacific West College of Law will also waive this requirement and will confer the JD degree. 

Ms. Dannica Julia Ofisa a�ended Pacific Coast University School of Law (PCU) from 9/7/2014 un�l 11/16/2017 and transferred to PWCL star�ng Spring of 2018 
(January 2018 un�l Spring of 2020). 

Ms. Ofisa was given transfer credits for the following subjects/courses taken and passed from PCU: 

1. Contracts Law (12 quarter units) 
2. Torts Law (12 quarter units) 
3. Criminal Law (8 quarter units) 
4. Evidence (8 quarter units) 
5. Cons�tu�onal Law (12 quarter units) 
6. Real Property (12 quarter units) 
7. Wills (8 quarter units) 

Dannica Ofisa took the following subject at PWCL: 

Spring 2018 – 12 semester units (Student completed and passed all subjects) 

Trusts (3), Civil Procedure I (3), Remedies I (3) and Legal Clinic (3 units or 45 hours) 

Summer 2018 – 3 semester units (Student completed and passed the subject) 

Professional Responsibility (3) 

Fall 2018 – 9 semester units (Student completed and passed all the subjects) 

Civil Procedure II (3), Remedies II (3) and Appellate Advocacy (3) 

Spring 2019 – 9 semester units (Student completed and passed 6 semester units but a�ended the Summer 2019 to complete her INC for Civil Procedure III – See 
Summer 2019) 

Evidence I (3), Legal Clinic (3 units or 45 hours) and Civil Procedure III (INC) – the student was required to a�end Summer 2019 to complete her INC to pass the Civil 
Procedure III class. 

Summer 2019 – Student completed and passed Civil Procedure III 

Civil Procedure III (3) 

Please note that all Civil Procedure III students for Spring 2019 were required to complete their INC’s for this class because all the students in the class did not 
submit a sa�sfactory legal pleading and class paper works that are required to pass the course. 

Fall 2019 – 9 semester units (Student completed and passed all the subjects) 

Criminal Procedure (3), UCC (3) and Trial Prac�ce I (3) 

Please note that at the end of Fall 2019, Dannica Julia Ofisa has completed all the bar required subjects/courses and her bar residency requirements. The last 
semester (Spring 2020) was required by Pacific College of Law for it to Confer the JD degree to Ms. Ofisa. 
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Spring 2020 – 5 semester units (Ms. Ofisa is comple�ng Pacific College of Law JD requirement) 

Ethical Problems in Federal Tax Prac�ce (2) - Elec�ve [completed and passed] 

Trial Prac�ce II (3 units) – this is a non-bar required subject, but PWCL requires a student to take this subject/course for its JD Degree of which PWCL will waive this 
requirement for Dannica Ofisa. 

Thank you! 

Sincerely, 
Dean Kevin O’Connell 

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: RE: Inquiry / Notice of Noncompliance Set for Discussion April 21, 2023 
Date: Wed, 12 Apr 2023 16:12:02 +0000 
From: "Leonard, Natalie" <Natalie.Leonard@calbar.ca.gov> 
To: "Kevin O'Connell" <kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com> 
Cc: "admin@pacificwestcollege.com" <admin@pacificwestcollege.com> 

Dear Dean O’Connell: 

Thank you for this update. Please understand that the Committee will be proceeding with its regulatory work in the meantime. 

In addition, to clarify, the inspection is the standard periodic inspection that takes place, and it will be required whether or not the law 
school can establish compliance. 

The Committee’s agenda, including an item for Pacific West, is posted here: https://board.calbar.ca.gov/Agenda.aspx? 
id=16951&t=0&s=false 

The law school may make public comment of up to two minutes at the start of the meeting, and/or up to five minutes at the start of the 
discussion of the item, and may submit public comment of any length to the public comment address noted on the agenda. 

Sincerely, 

Natalie 

From: Kevin O'Connell <kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2023 4:57 PM 
To: Leonard, Natalie <Natalie.Leonard@calbar.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Inquiry / Notice of Noncompliance Set for Discussion April 21, 2023 

I am in receipt of your email - we are going over our options and should have word to you 
by the end of this week 

thank you 

On Mon, Apr 10, 2023 at 2:38 PM Leonard, Natalie <Natalie.Leonard@calbar.ca.gov> wrote: 

Dear Dean O’Connell, 
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I am writing to ensure that you receive this communication. 

You have indicated that you are considering closing Pacific West College of Law, a fixed-facility law school, and you indicated that you 
may seek permission to operate a distance law school. The law school is now significantly out of compliance. The law school has not 
filed its annual report or responded to State Bar requests sent since September.  Most recently, the law school advised that it would 
send its annual report by March 31, but no report was received. Therefore, the law school was advised on 4/4 and again today that the 
Committee will consider issuing a Notice of Noncompliance to the law school. 

The law school is free to submit a petition to operate a distance learning law school, which will be considered in context of the law 
school’s operation to date. 

A courtesy copy of that notice, sent earlier today on April 10, is pasted below: 

To the Leadership Team at Pacific West College of Law: 

This is an additional courtesy communication advising the Committee of Bar Examiners will consider the issuance of a Notice of 
Noncompliance to the law school on April 21 at its Zoom meeting. This reminder follows prior email and phone communication last 
week. 

The agenda for this meeting will be posted here this week, to be followed by a status memorandum focused on the law school: 
https://board.calbar.ca.gov/Committees.aspx. 

This item has been place on the Committee agenda because the law school has not filed a 2022 Annual Report, due by November 15, 
2022 and most recently expected by March 31, 2023 without guarantee of acceptance by the Committee at that late date. 

Charges are accruing in the creation of this motion in accordance with the schedule of charges and deadlines and additional charges 
and responsibilities may be imposed if the notice issues. 

If the law school wishes to voluntarily relinquish its registration to limit the further accrual of charges, it may do so. 

If the law school wishes to attempt to petition for further operation, it must file the report, and also be prepared to rapidly undergo a 
prepaid inspection at a cost of $6,925 after the creation of a self-study. 

Natalie Leonard (she/her/hers) 

Principal Program Analyst, Educational Standards 

The State Bar of California | 180 Howard Street | San Francisco, CA 94105 

Office: 415-538-2118 | Fax: 415-538-2304 | natalie.leonard@calbar.ca.gov 

Working to protect the public in support of the mission of the State Bar of California. 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram 

https://webmail.pacificwestcollege.com/index.php?view=print#5 4/6 

https://board.calbar.ca.gov/Committees.aspx
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/
mailto:natalie.leonard@calbar.ca.gov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/state-bar-of-california/
https://twitter.com/StateBarCA
https://www.facebook.com/StateBarofCA
https://www.instagram.com/statebarca/
https://webmail.pacificwestcollege.com/index.php?view=print#5


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        
 

 

 

5/9/23, 10:29 AM Webmail 7.0 - Fwd: RE: Inquiry / Notice of Noncompliance Set for Discussion April 21, 2023.eml 

From: Leonard, Natalie 
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2023 1:46 PM 
To: Kevin O'Connell <kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com> 
Cc: admin@pacificwestcollege.com 
Subject: RE: Inquiry 

On additional request please.  Can you provide transcripts for the work to date completed by those students. Unofficial electronic copy 
is fine. We’ll add this to the communication below so that the list is complete. 

From: Leonard, Natalie 
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2023 12:32 PM 
To: Kevin O'Connell <kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com> 
Cc: admin@pacificwestcollege.com 
Subject: RE: Inquiry 

Dear Dean O’Connell: 

Thank you for your email.  With the Committee meeting coming up it will take a bit of time to get back to you. In the meantime, can you 
prepare and return the following items: 

1. The law school’s 2022 Annual Report 
2. A list of names and emails of the students for whom you would like to complete the JD program, as well as their transcripts of

study to date
3. To learn the requirements for the distance program, please review the unaccredited law school rules and guidelines sections 

related to distance learning programs so you can begin to explain the course offerings that would be provided 
4. Your law school is also scheduled for an inspection in order to continue to operate and we will be reaching out to you in April to 

schedule, following up on prior requests 

Once those items are received, we can better address your questions. 

Thank you, 

The Office of Admissions 

From: Kevin O'Connell <kevinoconnell.law@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 16, 2023 12:26 PM 
To: Leonard, Natalie <Natalie.Leonard@calbar.ca.gov> 
Cc: admin@pacificwestcollege.com 
Subject: Re: Inquiry 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content 
is safe. 

Dear Ms. Leonard, 
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Please be informed that we, at Pacific West College of Law are contemplating closing the 
college as a fixed facility law school. The College is interested in knowing what would be 
required to convert the college into a distance learning law school and how long would the 
process take? In any event it would mean a lot to me to continue the operation of the 
college as a fixed facility until we have completed the education and let the remaining 
students complete their JD degree and graduate. I would like to honor my commitment to 
them. If you could please inform me as to both of these prospects I would greatly 
appreciate it. 

Sincerely, 

Dean O'Connell 

CONFIDENTIAL EMAIL: This e-mail message may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information may also be attorney-client privileged and constitute attorney work product. If you are not the 

intended recipient(s), or the employee or agent responsible for delivery of this message to the intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail message is 

strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error,please immediately notify the sender and delete this e-mail message from your computer. 

CONFIDENTIAL EMAIL: This e-mail message may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information may also be attorney-client privileged and constitute attorney work product. If you are not the intended 

recipient(s), or the employee or agent responsible for delivery of this message to the intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail message is strictly 

prohibited. If you have received this message in error,please immediately notify the sender and delete this e-mail message from your computer. 
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A- 3.67-3.42 93.00-88.00 INC Incomplete 

B+ 3.40-3.29 87.5-85.00 NG No grade 

B 3.27-3.00 84.5-80.00 DR Dropped 

B- 2.98-2.76 79.50-75.00 X Administrative 

Dismissal C+ 2.68-2.33 74.5-72.00 

C 2.25-2.00 71.5-70.00 

C- 1.84-1.67 69.5-69.00 

D+ 1.50-1.33 68.5-68.00 

D 1.25-1.00 67.5-67.00 

D- .67 66.5 

F Below .67 66.00 & 

Below 

Legend: 

4.00-3.42 = Outstanding 1.84-1.67 = Barely Satisfactory 

3.40-3.29 = Excellent 1.50-1.00 = Passing 

3.27-2.76= Good .67 = Barely Passing 

2.68-2.00 = Satisfactory Below .67 = Failure 

LSAT Score: 

Registered With Bar: YES 

First Year Bar Exam: EXEMPT 

Registrar: 

 

ORIGINAL COPY - NOT VALID WITHOUT REGISTRAR SIGNATURE AND SCHOOL SEAL 



PACIFIC WEST COLLEGE OF LAW 
  

www.pacificwestcollege.com  admin@pacificwestcollege.com 
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